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INTEODUCTORY NOTE 

• ON THE 

OBJECT AND PLAN OF THE BOOK. 



A KNOWLEDGE of the Holy Scripture is suitable and useful 
to the Christian, and expected from the man of education. 
And when, as at present, the intellect is carefully in- 
structed in many things, it is important that religious 
knowledge also should be thorough and complete. The 
child must begin by Bible stories, or a manual of sacred 
history ; but this is not enough for more advanced scholars. 
They require not only a more complete knowledge of the 
history than can be obtained from a summary, but still 
more, some acquaintance with the beautiful language of 
the Holy Scripture itself. 

Yet it will not answer the purpose to put the Bible 
itself into the student's hands. It is too long and too in- 
tricate for him readily to make out a consecutive history. 
He cannot learn it. all, and wants the knowledge of what 
he may best leave out. Moreover, the difficulties he will 
continually meet, and which are studiously brought out by^ 
modem thinkers, will make him say with the Ethiopian 
when Philip the deacon asked him, ' Understandest thou 
what thou readest V ' How can I unless some one show 
me ?' A certain amount both of learning and of discre- 
tion are needful for reading the Old Testament with 
profit. 

With the view, therefore, of assisting students of the 
Old Testament, I have supposed myself to be reading it 
together with them, and to have maYk.edt\ife da^\je^'§.^^^^^i^ 
must noi he omitted ; for the diffvcw\ty \^\N\\aX.\.^ V^^^ ^"^^ 
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These are put down in such order as to show a consecutive 
history, and short remarks and explanations on points of 
difficulty, taken from approved writers, have been added. 
Where the same events are narrated in different books, 
^,g, in the Kings and Paralipomenon, that account has 
been chosen which seemed most full, or most easy of com- 
prehension. And from the books not historical I have 
selected some of the best-known or most striking passages 
as specimens of the whole ; the object being to give the 
student such a knowledge of the history and of the separate 
books as a well-instructed person may be reasonably ex- 
pected to be possessed of. 

*The Readings' are divided into four historical periods : 

1. The Patriarchs ; or the Old Testament history from 
the beginning to the birth of Moses, Le. from B.C. 4004 to 
B.C. 1571, a period of 2433 years. 

2. The Israelites; or history of God's chosen people 
from the birth of Moses to the end of the Judges, i.e. from 
B.C. 1571 to,1075, a period of 496 years. 

3. The Kings; or history of the Israelites from the 
establishment of the kingdom to its end, from B.C. 1075 to 
^06, a period of 469 years. » 

4. Tlie Prophets ; or history of the Jews from B.C. GOG 
to the birth of Christ, including a particular account of 
the prophetic writings. 

I have only to add that since the object of the book is 
to enable the student to obtain ordinary knowledge, the 
common chronology and accepted opinions have been fol- 
lowed without entering into discussions on points of diffi- 
culty. These ought at least to come after ordinary know- 
ledge has been attained. 

As to the text, though new translations from the Vulgate 
are not prohibited, but rather encouraged^ by the Holy 
See, yet no English version has been here used but such as 
has already been published with ecclesiastical authority. 
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PAET I. THE PATEIAECHS. 

The Old Testament begins with the Pentateuch j or five 
Books of Moses. The first of these is Genesisj so called 
because it contains an account of the generation or birth 
of this world. But it also gives us the history of the Pa- 
triarchs, the heads of great families or nations, especially of 
those who lived in the sendee of God and received His 
promises. The common chronology gives 2369 years for the 
age of the Patriarchs, that is, from the creation of Adam to 
the death of Joseph. 



CHRONOLOGY OF THE PATEIARCHS. 

B.C. 

4004. Creation of man. , 

2348. ]S"oe saved in the ark. 

1921. Abraham called to leave his country. 

1897. Isaac's birth foretold. Sodom destroyed. 

1871. Abraham commanded to offer up Isaac. 

1856. Isaac marries Eebecca. 

1837. Birth of Jacob and Esau. 

1759. Jacob flies from his brother. 

1739. Jacob returns to the land of Canaan. 

1728. Joseph sold into Egypt. 

1706. Jacob and his family go down- into Egypt. 

1635.'Death of Joseph. 

1500. The Patriarch Job. 
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SECT. /. THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, 

Gen. I. In the beginning God created heaven and earth. 
"^■2^* And the earth was void and empty, and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep : and the Spirit of God moved over the 
waters. 

And God said : Let light be. And light was. And God saw 
the light that it was good ; and He divided the light from the 
darkness. And He called the light Day, and the darkness 
Night ; and the evening and morning were the first day.--- 

And God said : Let there be a firmament made amidst the 
waters : and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God 
made a firmament,+ and divided the waters that were under 
the firmament from those that were above the firmament, and 
it was so. And God called the firmament, Heaven ; and the 
evening and morning were the second day. 

God also said : Let the waters that are under the heaven 
be gathered together into one place : and let the dry land ap- 
pear. And it was so done. And God called the dry land. 
Earth; and the gathering together of the waters} He called 
Seas. And God saw that it was good. And He said : Let the 
earth bring forth the green herb, and such as may seed, and 
the fruit-tree yielding fruit after its kind, which may have seed 
in itself upon the earth. And it was so done. And the earth 
brought forth the green herb, and such as yieldeth seed accord- 
ing to its kind, and the tree that beareth fruit, having seed each 
one according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And 
the evening and the morning were the third day. 

And God said : Let there be lights made in the firmament 
of heaven, to divide the day and the night, and let them be 
for signs, and for seasons and for days and years ; to shine in 
the firmament of heaven, and to give light upon the earth. 
And it was so done. And God made two great lights : a greater 
light to rule the day ; and a lesser light to rule the night : and 
the stars. And He set them in the firmament of heaven to 
shine upon the earth. And to rule the day and the night, and 
to divide the light and the darkness. Ajid God saw that it 
was good. And the evening and morning were the fourth day. 

God also said : Let the waters bring forth moving creature 

* * S. Augustin interpreted evening and morning mystically. Many modems 
miderstand the word day of an indefinite period. As the sun was not yet created, 
or at least not visible, the day could not be measured as now by the revolution 
of the earth on its axis in the presence of the sun.' Kenrick. 

t Or expanse. 



ADAM. 3 

having life, and the fowl that may fly over the earth under the 
firmament of heaven. And God created the great whales, and 
■every living and moving creature,^ whick the waters brought 
forth, according to their kinds, and every winged fowl accord- 
ing to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And He 
blessed them, saying : Increase and multiply, and fill the waters 
of the sea : and let the birds be multiplied ypon the earth. 
And the evening and morning were the fifth day. 

And God said : Let the earth bring forth the living creature 
in its kind, cattle and creeping things, and beasts of the easth, 
according to their kinds. And it was so done. And God made 
the beasts of the earth according to their kinds, and cattle, and 
every thing that creepeth on the earth after its kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 

The Creation of Man. — And He said : Let Us make man to Gen. i. 
Our image and likeness ;* and let him have dominion over the 26-31. 
fishes of the sea, and. the fowls of the air, and the beasts, and 
the whole earth, and every creeping creature that moveth upon 
the earth. And God created man to His own ^ p 4.004- 
image : to the image of God He created him : male * * 
and female He created them. And God blessed them, saying : 
Increase and multiply, and fill the earth ; and subdue it, and 
rule over the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the air, and all 
living creatures that move upon the earth. And God said: 
Behold I have given you every herb bearing seed upon the 
earth, and all trees that have in themselves seed of their own 
kind, to be your meat : and to all beasts of the earth, and to 
every fowl of the air, and to all that move upon the earth, and 
wherein there is life, that they may have to feed upon. And it 
was so done. And God saw all the things that He had made, 
and they were very good. And the evening and morning were 
the sixth day. 

SECT. II, THE INSTITUTION OF THE SABBATH, MAN IS PLACED IN 
THE GARDEN OF PARADISE, THE INSTITUTION OF I£ARRIAGE, 

The Sabbath. — So the heavens and the earth were finished, Gen. ii. 
and all the furniture of them. And on the seventh day God ^"^' 
ended His work which He had made : and He rested on the 
seventh day from all His work which He had done. And He 
blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it : because in it He had 
rested from all His work which God created and made. 

These, are the generations of the heaven and the earth, when 

* * The use of the plural number is indicative of distinct Persons in the 
Deity.* Ken rick. 
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they "were created, in the day that the Lord God made the 
heaven and the earth. And every plant of the field before it 
sprung up in the earth, and every herb of the ground before it- 
grew : for the Lord God had not rained upon the earth ; and 
there was not a man to till the earth. But a spring rose out of 
the earth, watering all the surface of the earth. And the Lord 
God formed mau of the slime of the earth : and breathed into 
his face the breath of life, and man became a living souL 

Gen. ir. The Gaxden of Paradise. — And the Lord God had planted 
^'^^' a paradise of pleasure from the beginning ; wherein He placed 
man whom He had formed. And the Lord God brought forth 
of the ground all manner of trees, fair to behold, and pleasant 
to eat of: the tree of life also in the midst of paradise : and the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil. And a river went out of 
the place of pleasure to water paradise, which from thence is 
divided into four heads. ' The name of the one is Phison : that 
is it which compasseth all the land of Hevilath, where gold 
groweth. And the gold of that land is very good: there is 
found bdellium, and the onyx sj;one. And the name of the 
second river is Gehon : the same is it that compasseth all the 
land of Ethiopia. And the name of the third river is Tigris r 
the same passe th along by the Assyrians. And the foui-th river 
is Euphrates. 

Aid the Lord God took man, and put him into the para- 
dise of pleasure, to dress it, and to keep it. And He com- 
manded him, saying : Of every tree of paradise thou shalt eat. 
But of the tree of knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not 
eat. Eor in what day soever thou shalt eat of it, thou shalt die 
the death. 

Gen. II. The Creation of Eve.— And the Lord God said : It is not 
18-25 gQQ^ fQj, jjjan to be alone ; let Us make him a help like unta 
himself. And the Lord God having formed out of the ground 
all the beasts of the earth, and all the fowls of the air, brought 
them to Adam to see what he would call them : for whatso- 
ever Adam called any living creature the same is its name. 
And Adam called all the beasts by their names, and all the 
fowls of the air, and all the cattle of the field : but for Adam 
there was not found a helper like himself. 

Then the Lord God cast a deep sleep upon Adam : and when 
he was fast asleep, He took one of his ribs, and filled up flesh 
for it. And the Lord God built the rib which He took from 
Adam into a woman : and brought her to Adam. And Adam 
said : This now is bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh > 
she shall be called woman, because she was taken out of man* 
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Wherefore a man shall leave father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife : and they shall he two in one flesh. And 
they were hoth naked,* to wit, Adam and his wife : and were 
not ashamed. 

SECT. HI, OF THE FALL OF OUR FIRST PARENTS. 

The Pall. — Now the serpentf was more subtle than any of Gen. ii 
the beasts of the earth which the Lord God had made. And ^'^^' 
he said to the woman : Why hath God commanded you, that 
you should not eat of every tree of paradise 1 

And the woman answered him, saying : Of the fruit of the 
trees that are in paradise we do eat. But of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midst of paradise, God hath commanded us 
that we should not eat ; and that we should not touch it, lest 
perhaps we die. 

And the serpent said to the woman : No, you shall not die 
the death. For God doth know that in what day soever you 
«hall eat thereof, your eyes shall be opened : and you shall be 
as gods, knowing good and evil. 

And the woman saw that the tree was good to eat, and fair 
.to the eyes, and delightful to behold : and she took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat, and gave to her husband who did eat. 
And the eyes of them both were opened; and when they per- 
.ceived themselves to be naked, they sewed together fig-leaves, 
and made themselves aprons. And when they heard the voice 
of the Lord God walking in paradise in the cool of the day, 
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the face of the Lord 
God, amidst the trees of paradise. 

And the Lord God called Adam, and said to him : Where 
.art thou ? 

And he said : I heard Thy voice in paradise ; and I was 
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself. 

And He said to him : And who hath told thee that thou 
wast naked, but that thou hast eaten of the tree whereof I com- 
jnanded thee that thou shouldst not eat ? 

And Adam said : The woman, whom Thou gavest me to be 
my companion, gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

And the Lord said to the woman : Why hast thou done this 1 
And she answered : The serpent deceived me, and I did eat. 

And the Lord God said to the serpent : Because thou hast done 

♦ ' There is nothing shameful in the human form. The shame we feel arises 
from the irregular passions to which we are subject in consequence of original 
sin.' Kenrick. 

t The old serpent which is the DevU and Satan. Apoc. xx. 
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this thing, thou art cursed among all cattle and beasts of the 
earth : upon thy breast shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat 
all the days of thy life, 
en. III. First Promise of a Saviour. — Iioill put enmities between thee 
15-24. ^^^ ^^g woman, and thy seed and her seed : she shall crush thij 
head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel* To the woman also 
He said : I will multiply thy sorrows, and thy conceptions : in 
sorrow shalt thou bring forth children, and thou shalt be under 
thy husband's power, and he shall have dominion over thee. And 
to Adam He said : Because thou hast hearkened to the voice of 
thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee- 
that thou shouldst not eat, cursed is the earth in thy work > 
with labour and toil shalt thou eat thereof all the days of thy 
life. Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; and thou 
shalt eat the herbs of the earth. In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread till thou return to the earth, out of which thou 
wast taken : for dust thou art, and into dust thou shalt return. 
And Adam called the name of his wife Eve : because she 
was the mother of all the living. And the Lord God made for 
Adam and his wife garments of skin, and clothed them. And 
He said : Behold Adam is become as one of Us, knowing good 
and evil : now> therefore, lest perhaps he put forth his hand, 
and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever. And 
the Lord God sent him out of the paradise of pleasure, to till 
th^ earth from which he was taken. And He cast out Adam; 
and placed before the paradise of pleasure Gherubims, and a. 
flaming sword, turning every way, to keep the way of the tree 
ofHfe. 

SECT, IV, THE HISTORY OF CAIN AND ABEL. 

Jen. rv'. And Adam knew Eve his wife : and she conceived and 

" • brought forth Cain, saying : I have gotten a man through God. 

And again she brought forth his brother Abel. And Abel was 

a shepherd, and Cain a husbandman. 

Sen. IV. The First Sacrifice. — And it came to pass after many days, 

8-7. that Cain offered, of the fruits of the earth, gifts to the Lord.t' 

Abel also offered of the firstlings of his flock, and of their fat ^^ 

and the Lord had respect to Abel, and to his offerings. But to 

* This is the first promise of a Saviour of the world, who should be bom of 
a woman, and so the Blessed Virgin, as the Mother of Christ, is said to crush the 
head or power of the Devil. 

t This is the first instance of the offering of a sacrifice. Some of the Fathers 
thought that God showed His acceptance of Abel's sacrifice by sending fire from* 
heaven. Perhaps the sacrifice was more acceptable than Cain's, as being a sacri- 
fice for sin. S. Paul says (Heb. xi.) : By faith Abd offered a sacrifice exceed- 
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Cain and his offerings He had no respect : and Cain was ex- 
ceedingly angry, and his countenance fell. 

And the Lord said to him : Why art thou angry 1 and why 
is thy countenance fallen 1 If thou do well, shalt thou not re- 
ceive ? but if ill, shall not sin forthwith be present at the door 1 
but the lust thereof shall be under thee, and thou shalt have 
dominion over it. 

Murder of AbeL — And Cain said to Abel his brother : Let Gen. iv, 
us go forth abroad. And when they were in the field, Cain ^"^^* 
rose up against his brother Abel, and slew him. And the Lord 
said to Cain : Where is thy brother Abel 1 And he answered : 
I know not : am I my brother's keeper 1 And He said to him : 
What hast thou done ? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth 
to Me from the earth. Now, therefore, cursed shalt thou be 
upon the earth, which hath opened her mouth and received the 
blood of thy brother at thy hand. When thou shalt till it, it 
shall not yield to thee its fruit : a fugitive and a vagabond shalt 
thou be upon the earth. 

And Cain said to the Lord : My iniquity is greater than 
that I may deserve pardon! Behold Thou dost cast me out this 
day from the face of the earth, and I shall be hidden from Thy 
face, and I shall be a vagabond and a fugitive on the earth ; 
every one, therefore, that findeth me shall kill mo. And the 
Lord said to him : JSTo, it shall not be so : but whosoever shall 
kill Cain shall be punished seven-fold. And the Lord set a 
mark upon Cain, that whosoever found him should not kill 
him. 

And Cain went out from the face of the Lord, and dwelt as 
a fugitive on the earth, at the east side of Eden. 



SECT. V. THE HISTORY OF NOE. 

The Wickedness of Men. — ^And after that men began to be G^. vi 
multiplied upon the earth, and daughters were born to them, 
the sons of God* seeing the daughters of men, that they were 
fair, took to themselves wives of all which they chose. And 
God said : My spirit shall not remain in man for ever, because 
he is flesh, and his days shall be a hundred and twenty years. 



ing that of CaiUyhy lohlch he obtained testimony that he was jtist, God giving 
testimony to his gifts^ and by it he being dead yet speaheth, Abel was a type of 
our Lord in his innocence, m the acceptable sacrifice that he offered, and in 
being slain by his brother. 

♦ By this is understood the descendants of Seth who served God, and by 
the daughters of men the descendants of Cain. 



12-22. 
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!N"ow giants were upon the earth in those days. For after the 
sons of God went in to the daughters of men, and they brought 
forth children, these are the mighty men of old, men of renown. 
And God seeing that the wickedness of men was great on the 
earth, and that all the thought of their heart was bent upon 
evil at all times; it repented Him* that He had made man 
on the earth. And being grieved at heart, He said : I will de- 
stroy man, whom I have created, from the face of the earth, 
from man even to beasts, from the creeping thing even to the 
fowls of the air, for it repenteth Me that I have made them. 

But 'Noe found grace before the Lord. These are the gene- 
rations of ]N"oe : "Noe was a just and perfect man in his genera- 
tions, he walked with God. And he begot three sons, Sem, 
Cham, and Japheth. And the earth was corrupted before God, 
and was filled with iniquity. 
^9 99* The Building of the Ark.— And when God had seen that 
the earth was corrupted (for all flesh had corrupted its way upon 
the earth), He said to Noe : The end of all flesh is come be- 
fore Me, the earth is fiilled with iniquity through them, and I 
will destroy them with the earth. Make thee an ark of timber 
planks; thou shalt make rooms in the ark, and thou shalt pitch 
it within and without. And thus shalt thou make it. The 
length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits,f the breadth 
of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. Thou shalt 
make a window in the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish the 
top of it ; and the door of the ark thou shalt set in the side : 
with lower, middle chambers, and third stories shalt thou make 
it. Behold I will bring the waters of a great flood upon the 
earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life under 
heaven. All things that are in the earth shall be consumed. 
And I will establish My covenant with thee, and thou shalt 
enter into the ark, thou and thy sons, and thy wife, and the 
wives of thy sons with thee. And of every living creature of 
all flesh thou shalt bring two of a sort into the ark, that they 
may live with thee : of the male sex, and the female. Of fowls 
according to their kind, and o^ beasts in their kind, and of 
every thing that creepeth on the earth according to its kind ; 
two of every sort shall go in with thee, that they may live. 

♦ * It repented Him, &e. God, who is unchangeable, is not capable of repent- 
ance, grief, or any other passion. But these expressions are used to declare the 
enormity of the sins of men, which was so provoking as to determine their 
Creator to destroy these His creatures, whom before He had so much favoured.' 
DouAY Bible. 

. t There were several sorts of cubits. The shortest was equal to half a yard. 
The cubit here spoken of was probably nearly twenty-two inches. 
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Thou shalt take unto thee of all food that may be eaten, and 
thou shalt lay it up with thee : and it shall be food for thee and 
them. And Noe did all things which God commanded him. 

And the Lord said to him : Go in, thou and all thy house, Gen. vix. 
into the ark : for thee I have seen just before Me in this gene- 
ration. Of all clean* beasts take seven and seven, the male 
and the female. But of the beasts that are unclean two and 
two, the male and the female. Of the fowls also of the air 
seven and seven, the male and the female : that seed may be 
saved upon the face of the whole earth. For yet a while, and 
after seven days, I will rain upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights ; and I will destroy every substance that I have made, 
from the face of the earth. 

The Deluge. — And Noe did all things which the Lord had ^^- v". 
commanded him. And he was six hundred years old, when 
the waters of the flood overflowed the earth. And 'Noe went 
in and his sons, his wife and the wives of his sons ^ p oqaq 
with him into the ark, because of the waters of the ' * 
flood. And of beasts clean and unclean, and of fowls, and of 
every thing that moveth upon the earth. Two and two went 
in to 'Noe into the ark, male, and female, as the Lord had com- 
manded "Noe, 

And after the seven days were passed, the waters of the flood 
overflowed the earth. In the six hundredth year of the life of 
jSToe, in the second month, in the seventeenth day of the month, 
all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the 
flood-gates of heaven were opened : and the rain fell upon the 
earth forty days and forty nights. In the self-same day Noe, ' 
and Sem, and Cham, and Japheth his sons ; his wife, and the 
three wives of his sons with them, went into the ark : they 
and every beast according to its kind, and all the cattle in their 
kind, and eveiy thing that moveth upon the earth according to 
its kind, and every fowl according to its kind, all birds, and all 
that fly, went in to Noe into the ark, two and two of all 
flesh, wherein was the breath of life. And they that went in, 
went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded 
him ; and the Lord shut him in. 

And the flood was forty days upon the earth, and the watera 
increased, and lifted up the ark on high from the earth. For 
they overflowed exceedingly, and filled all on the face of the 
earth : and the ark was carried upon the waters. And the 
waters prevailed beyond measure upon the earth : and all the 
high mountains under the whole heaven were covered. The 
* B7 the clean beasts was meant such as were fit for sacrifice or for fao^ 
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water was fifteen cubits higher than the mountains which it 
covered. And all flesh was destroyed that moved upon the 
earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beasts, and of all 
creeping things that creep upon the earth : and all men. And 
aU things wherein there is the breath of life on the earth died. 
And it destroyed all the substance that was upon the earth, 
from man even to beast, and the creeping things and fowls 
of the air : and they were destroyed from the earth : and !N^oe 
only remained, and they that were with him in the ark. And 
the waters prevailed upon the earth a. hundred and fifty days. 
. VIII. And God remembered !N"oe, and all the Hving creatures, and 

^'^^' all the cattle which were with him in the ark, and brought a 
wind upon the earth, and the waters were abated. The foun- 
tains also of the deep, and the flood-gates of heaven, were shut 
up, and the rain from heaven was restrained. And the waters 
returned from off the earth going and coming : and they began 
to be abated after a hundred and fifty days. And the ark rested 
in the seventh month, the seven and twentieth day of the month, 
upon the mountains of Armenia. And the waters were going 
and decreasing until the tenth month : for in the tenth month, 
the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains appeared. 
And after that forty days were passed, Noe, opening the 
window of the ark which he had made, sent forth a raven : 
which went forth and did not return, till the waters were dried 
up upon the earth. He sent forth also a dove after him, to see 
if the waters had now ceased upon the face of the earth. But 
she, not finding where her foot might rest, returned to him into 
the ark ; for the waters were upon the whole earth : and he put 
forth his hand, and caught her, and brought her into the ark. 
And having waited yet seven other days, he again sent forth 
the dove out of the ark. And she came to him in the even- 
ing carrying a bough of an olive tree, with green leaves, in her 
mouth. Noe therefore understood that the waters were ceased 
upon the earth. And he stayed yet other seven days : and he 
sent forth the dove, which returned not any more unto him. 
Therefore in the six hundredth and first year, the first month, 
the first day of the month, the waters were lessened upon the 
earth, and "Nog opening the covering of the ark, looked, and 
saw that the face of the earth was dried. In the second month, 
the seven and twentieth day of the month, the earth was 
dried. 

And God spoke to 'Noe, saying : Go out of the ark, thou 

" and thy wife, thy sons, and the wives of thy sons with thee. 
All living things that are with thee of all flesh, as well in fowls 
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as in beasts, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, 
bring out with thee, and go ye upon the earth : increase and 
multiply upon it. So Noe went out, he and his sons : his wife, 
and the wives of his sons with him. And all living things, and 
cattle, and creeping things that creep upon the earth, according 
to their kinds, went out of the ark. 

Noe's Sacrifice. — And !N"oe built an altar unto the Lord : and Gen. vm. 
taking of all cattle and fowls that were clean, offered holocausts* 20-22. 
upon the altar. And the Lord smelled a sweet savour, and 
said : I will no more curse the earth for the sake of man : for 
the imagination and thought of man's heart are prone to evil 
from his youth : therefore I will no more destroy every living 
soul as I have done. All the days of the earth, seed time and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, night and day, shall 
not cease. And God blessed Noe and his sons. And He said Gen. ix. 
to them : Increase and multiply, and fill the earth. And let the ^~^« 
fear and dread of you be upon all the beasts of the earth, and 
upon all the fowls of the air, and all that move upon the earth : 
all the fishes of the sea are delivered into your hand. And 
every thing that moveth and liveth shall be meat for you : even 
as the green herbs have 1 delivered them all to you : saving 
that flesh with blood you shall not eat. For I will require the 
blood of your lives at the hand of every beast, and at the hand 
of man, at the hand of every man, and of his brother, will I 
require the life of man. Whosoever shall shed man's blood, 
his blood shall be shed : for man was made to the image of 
God. But increase you and multiply, and go upon the earth, 
and fill it. 

God's Covenant with Noe. — ^Thus also said God to Noe, Gen. ix. 
and to his sons with him : Behold I will establish My rovenantif ^l^- 
with you, and with your seed after you, and with every livin* 
soul that is with you, as well in all birds, as in cattle and beasts 
of the earth, that are come forth out of the ark, and in all the 
beasts of the earth. I will establish My covenant with you, and 
aU flesh shall be no more destroyed with the waters of a flood, 
neither shall there be from henceforth a flood to waste the earth. 
And God said : This is the sign of the covenant which I give 
between Me and you, and to every living soul that is with you, 
for perpetual generations. I will set My bow in the clouds, and 

* * HolocatistSj or whole burnt offerings, in which the whole victim was con- 
sumed by fire upon God's altar, and no part was reserved for the use of priest 
or people.' Douay Bible. 

t This is the first instance of God making a covenant or agreement with 
those who served Him. The rainbow was an outward sign or pledge of His 
promise. 
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ifc shall be the sign of a covenant between Me and between the 
earth. And when I shall cover the sky with clouds, My bow 
shall appear in the clouds. And I will remember My covenant 
with you, and with every living soul that beareth flesh: and 
there shall no more be waters of a flood, to destroy all flesh. 
And the bow shall be in the clouds, and I shall see it, and shall 
remember the everlasting covenant, that was made between God 
and every living soul of all flesh which is upon the earth. And 
God said to "Noe : This shall be the sign of the covenant which 
I have established between Me and all flesh upon the earth. 

And the sons of ]N"oe, who cam'e out of the ark, were Sem, 
Cham, and Japheth ; and Cham is the father of Chanaan. 
These three are the sons of ^Noe :* and from these was all man- 
kind spread over the whole earth. 

SECT, VI. THE TOWER OF BABEL, 

Gen, XI. And the earth was of one tongue, and of the same speech. 
^"^* And when they removed from the east, they found a plain 
■R C 2204 ^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Sennaar, and dwelt in it. And each 
' one said to his neighbour : Come, let us make brick, 
and bake them with fire. And they had brick instead of stones, 
and slime instead of mortar. And they said : Come, let us make 
a city and a tower, the top whereof may reach to heaven : and 
let us make our name famous before we be scattered abroad into 
all lands. 

Gen. XI. The Confusion of Tongues. — And the Lord came down to 
see the city and the tower, which the children of Adam were 
building. And He said : Behold, it is one people, and all have 
one tongue : and they have begun to do this, neither will they 
leave off from their designs, till they accomplish them in deed. 
Uome ye, therefore, let us go down, and there confound their 
tongue, that they may not understand one another's speech. 
And so the Lord scattered them from that place into all lands, 
and they ceased to build the city. And therefore the name 
thereof was called Babel, because there the language of the whole 
earth was confounded : and from thence the Lord scattered them 
abroad upon the face of all- countries. 

* S. Peter, in his Second Epistle, chap, ii., calls Noe a preacher of justice ; 
and S. Paul says : By faitk Noe, having I'eceived an answer concerning those 
things which as yet were not seen, moved with J ear, framed an ark J or the saving 
of his house, Heb. xi. The ark was a type of the Church which God would 
hereafter set up, to save His chosen servants from destruction with the wicked. 
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8ECT. VII. THE CALL OF ABRAHAM 

And these are the generations of Thare: Thare begot Abram, Gen. xi. 
Kachor, and Aran. And Aran begot Lot. And Aran died be- 27-32. 
fore Thare his father, in the land of his nativity in Ur of the 
Chaldees. And Abram and Nachor married wives : the name 
of Abram's wife was Sarai : and the name of ]N"achor's wife, 
Melsha, the daughter of Aran, father of Melsha, and father of 
Jescha. And Sarai was barren, and had no children. And 
Thare took Abram, his son, and Lot the son of Aran, his son*s 
son, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, the wife of Abram his son, 
and brought them out of Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land 
of Canaan : and they came as far as Haran, and dwelt there. 
And the days of Thare were two hundred and five years, and 
he died in Haran. 

The Call of Abraham. — ^And the Lord said to Abram : Go Gen. xii. 
forth out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and ■« n iqoi ^~^* 
out of thy fathei^s house, and come into the land 
lOMch r shall shoio thee. And Iioill make of thee a great nation, 
and I will bless thee, and magnify thy name, and thou shalt be 
blessed, I loill bless them that bless thee, and curse them that 
curse thee, and in thee shall all the kindred of the earth be 



So Abram went out* as the Lord had commanded him, and 
Lot went with him : Abram was seventy-five years old when 
he went forth from Haran. And he took Sarai his wife, and 
Lot his brother's son, and all the substance which they had 
gathered, and the souls which they had gotten in Haran : and 
they went out to go into the land of Canaan.f 

And when they were come into it, Abram passed through 
the country unto the place of Sichem, as far as the noble vale : 
now the Canaanite was at that time in the land. And the Lord 
appeared to Abram, and said to him : To thy seed will I give 
this land. And he built there an altar to the Lord, who had 
appeared to him. 

♦ This is referred to by S. Paul as a proof of Abraham's faith : Sy faith he 
that is called Abraham obeyed to go out into a place which he was to receive for 
an inheritance : and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he abode 
in the land, dwelling in cottages, with Isaac and Jacob, the co-heirs oj the same 
promise. For he looked for a city that hath foundations: whose builder and 
maker is God. Heb. xi. 

t The land was called after Canaan, the fourth son of Chanj, the soiv t^l^^vs^ 
His descendants had settled in the land God pronvis^dVo MiT«ii^\xv^ «»ft.>MiSv.\sv- 
creased into seven nations. They all "went "by tiife ^^netaX. «\«mfc ol Q,«xva»xss^fc^> 
but one of them who settled near the Lake ox Gcacwse\.Yi.\i"BAiKi» Q>(^«t \N»sfta» 
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Gen. XII. Abraham's Sacrifice. — And passing on from thence to a 
^20. mountain, that was on the east side of Bethel, he there pitched 
his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east : he 
built there also an altar to the Lord, and called upon His name. 
And Abram went forward, going, and proceeding on to the 
south. 

And there came a famine in the country : and Abram went 
down into Egypt, to sojourn there : for the famine was very 
grievous in the land. And when he was near to enter into 
Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife : I know that thou art a beau- 
tiful woman : and that when the Egyptians shall see thee, they 
will say : She is his wife : and they will kill me, and keep thee. 
Say, therefore, I pray thee, that thou art my sister :'"" that I may 
be weU used for thee, and that my soul may live for thy sake. 

And when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians saw 
the woman that she was very beautiful. And the princes told 
Pharao, and praised her before him : and the woman was taken 
into the house of Pharao. And they used Abram well for her 
sake. And he had sheep and oxen, and he-asses, and men-ser- 
vants and maid-servants, and she-asses, and camels. But the 
Lord scourged Pharao and his house with most grievous stripes 
for Sarai, Abram's wife. And Pharao called Abram, and said 
to him : What is this that thou hast done to me ? Why didst 
thou not tell me that she was thy wife 1 For what cause didst 
thou say she was thy sister, that I might take her to my wife ? 
Now, therefore, there is thy wife, take her, and go thy way. 
And Pharao gave his men orders concerning Abram : and they 
led him away, and his wife, and all that he had. 

■en. XIII. And Abram went up out of Egypt, he and his wife, and all 
that he had, and Lot with him, into the south. And he was 
very rich in possession of gold and silver. And he returned by 
the way that he came, from the south to Bethel, to the place 
where before he had pitched his tent between Bethel and Hai, 
in the place of the altar which he had made before ; and there 
he called upon the name of the Lord. 

But Lot also, who was with Abi*am, had flocks of sheep, 
and herds of beasts and tents. Neither was the land able to 
bear them, that they might dwell together : for their substance 
was great, and they could not dwell together. Whereupon also 
there arose a strife between the herdsmen of Abram and of Lot. 
And at that time the Canaanite and the Pherezite dwelled in 
that country. Abram therefore said to Lot : Let there be no 

* ' This was no lie ; because she was his niece, being daughter to his brother 
Aran, snd therefore, in ihe style of the Hebrews, she might he called his sister, 
ju Lot is presently called his brother.' Douay BiBi.ii. 
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quarrel, I beseech thee, between me and thee, and between my 
herdsmen and thy herdsmen : for we are brethren. Behold the 
whole land is before thee ; depart from me I pray thee : if thou 
wilt go to the left hand, I will take the right : if thou choose 
the right hand, I will pass to the left. 

And Lot, lifting up his eyes, saw all the country about the 
Jordan, which was watered throughout, before the Lord de- 
stroyed Sodom and Gomorrha, as the paradise of the Lord, and 
like Egypt as one comes to Segor. And Lot chose to himself 
the country about the Jordan, and he departed from the east : 
and they were separated one brother from the other. Abram 
dwelt in the land of Canaan ; and Lot abode in the towns that 
were about the Jordan, and dwelt in Sodom. And the men of 
Sodom were very wicked, and sinners before the face of the 
Lord, beyond measure. 

And the Lord said to Abram, after Lot was separated from 
him : Lift up thy eyes, and look from the place wherein thou 
now art, to the north and to the south, to the east and to the 
west. All the land which thou seest I will give to thee, and 
to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of 
the earth : if any man be able to number the dust of the earth, 
he shall be able to number thy seed also. Arise and walk 
through the land in the length and in the breadth thereof : for 
I will give it to thee. So Abram removing his tent came and 
dwelt by the vale of Mambre, which is in Hebron : and he 
built there an altar to the Lord. 

Abraham's Victory. — ^And it came to pass at that time, that Gen. xiv. 
Amraphel king of Senhaar, and Arioch king of Pontus, and ^~^* 
Chodorlahomor king of the Elamites, and Thadal king of na- 
tions^ made war against Bara king of Sodom, and against Bersa 
king of Gomorrha, and against Sennaab king of Adama, and 
against Seineber king of Seboim, and against the king of Bala, 
which is Segor. 

And the king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrha, and the Gen. xiv. 
king of Adama, and the king of Seboim, and the king of Bala, ^"^^' 
which is Segor, went out : and they set themselves against them 
in battle array in the woodland vale : to wit, against Chodor- 
lahomor king of the Elamites, and Thadal king of nations, and 
Amraphel king of Sennaar, and Arioch king of Pontus : four 
kings against five. Now the woodland vale had many pits of 
slime. And the king of Sodom and the king of Gomorrha 
turned their backs and were overthrown there : and t\!kK^ ^Soai^ 
remained fled to the mountain. And Vkey \.ooVl ^Sl^^ ^'^^^ 
stance of the Sodomites, and GomoxrTnitea,axid^^«a^^^5^^:^'» 
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and went their way : and Lot also, the son of Abram's brother^ 
who dwelt in Sodom, and his substance. 

And behold one that had escaped told Abram the Hebrew, 
who dwelt in the vale of Mambre the Amorrhite, the brother 
of Escol, and the brother of Aner : for these had made league 
with Abram. Which when Abram had heard, to wit, that his 
brother Lot was taken, he numbered of the servants bom in his 
house three hundred and eighteen well appointed : and pursued 
them to Dan. And dividing his company, he rushed upon them 
in the night : and defeated them, and pursued them as far as 
Hoba, which is on the left hand of Damascus. And he brought ^ 
back all the substance, and Lot his brother, with his substance, ' 
the women also and the people. And the king of Sodom went 
out to meet him, after he returned from the slaughter of Cho- 
dorlahomor, and of the kings that were with him in the vale of 
Save, which is the king's vale. 

»en^ XII V. Melchisedech. — But Melchisedech* the king of Salem, bring- 
ing forth bread and wine, for he was the priest of the most high 
God, blessed him, and said : Blessed be Abram by the most 
high God, who created heaven and earth. And blessed be the 
most high God, by whose protection the enemies are in thy 
hands. And he gave him the tithes of all. 

And the king of Sodom said to Abram : Give me the per- 
sons, and the rest take to thyself. And he answered him : I 
lift up my hand to the Lord God the most high, the possessor 
of heaven and earth, that from the very woof thread unto the 
shoe latchet, I will not take of any things that are thine, lest 
thou say I have enriched Abram : except such things as the 
young men have eaten, and the shares of the men that came 
with me, Aner, Escol, and Mambre : these shall take their 
shares. 

^«n- ^v. God's Promise to Abraham. — Now when these things were 
• done, the word of the Lord came to Abram by a vision, saying ; 
Fear not, Abram, I am thy protector, and thy reward exceeding 
great. 

And Abram said : Lord God, what wilt Thou give me 1 I 
go childless: and the son of the steward of my house is this* 

* Melchisedech is referred to by S. Paul in his Epistle to the Hebrews as a 
tvpeof our Lord : For this Melchisedech was king oj SaUm^ priest of the most high 
6od^ who met Abraham returning from the staughter of the kinps, and bkssed 
him. To whom also Abraliam divided the tithes of all: who first indeed by inter- 
jjretation is king of justice: and then also king of Salem, that is, king of j^ce, 
without father, vnthout mother, toithout genealogy^ having neither beginning of 
days nor end of life, but likened unto the Son of God, continueth apHest for ever. 
Now consider howpreat this man is, to whom also Abraham the patriarch gave 
///Aea out of the principal 'things. Chap. viL 
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EKezer of Damascus. And Abram added : But to me Thou hast 
not given seed : and lo my servant, bom in my house, shall be 
my heir. And immediately the word of the Lord came to him, 
saying : He §hall not bo thy heir ; but he that shall come out 
of thy bowels, him shalt thou have for thy heir. And He 
brought him forth abroad, and said to him : Look up to heaven 
and number the stars, if thou canst. And He said to him : So 
shall thy seed be. Abram believed God, and it was reputed to 
him unto justice. And He said to him : I am the Lord who 
brought thee out from Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this 
land, and that thou mightest possess it. 

But he said : Lord God, whereby may I know that I shall 
possess it ] 

And the Lord answered and said : Take Me a cow of three 
year sold, and a she-goat of three years, and a ram of three years, 
a turtle also, and a pigeon. And he took all these, and divided 
them in the midst, and laid the two pieces of each one against 
the other ; but the birds he divided not. And the fowls came 
down upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away. And 
when the sun was setting, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a 
great and darksome horror seized upon him. And it was said 
unto him : Know thou beforehand that thy seed shall be a 
stranger in a land not their own, and they shall bring them 
under bondage, and afflict them four hundred years.* But I 
will judge the nation which they shall serve, and after this they 
shall come out with great substance. And thou shalt go to thy 
fathers in peace, and be buried in a good old age. But in the 
fourth generation they shall return hither : for as yet the iniqui- 
ties of the Amorrhites are not at the full until this present time. 
And when the sun was set, there arose a dark mist, and there 
appeared a smoking furnace, and a lamp of fire passing between 
those pieces. 

That day God made a covenant with Abram, saying : To 
thy seed will I give this land, from the river of Egypt even to 
the great river Euphrates. The Cineans and Cenezites, the 
Cedmonites, and the Hethites, and the Pharizites, the Kaphaim 
also, and the Amorrhites, and the Canaanites, and the Gerges- 
ites, and the Jebusites. 

Agar and Ismael. — ITow Sarai the wife of Abram had Gen. xvi. 
brought forth no children : but having a handmaid, an Egyptian, ' 

* ^ This period is commonly considered to comprise the time of the sojourning 
in Canaan and of the abode in Egypt. From the birth of Isaac to t.h& ^^^^aXxn^ 
from E^^pt is calculated at 405 years, of whic\i a\>o\3L\.\^^ \«ct^ «^^iX.Ss!k.\wsa.^- 
age.' ElEnbick. 
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named Agar, she said to her husband : Behold, the Lord hath 
restrained me from hearing : go in unto my handmaid, it may 
be I may have children of her at least. And when he agreed 
to her request^ she took Agar the Egyptian her handmaid, ten 
years after they first dwelt in the land of Canaan, and gave her 
to her husband to wife* And he went in to her. But she, 
perceiving that she was with child, despised her mistress. And 
Sarai said to Abram : Thou dost unjustly with me : I gave my 
handmaid into thy bosom, and she, perceiving herself to be 
with child, despiseth me. The Lord judge between me and 
thee. And Abram made answer, and said to her : Behold thy 
handmaid is in thy own hand, use her as it pleaseth thee. 

And when Sarai afflicted her, she ran away. And the angel 
of the Lord having found her, by a fountain of water in the 
wilderness, which is in the way to Sur in the desert, he said to 
her : Agar, handmaid of Sarai, whence comest thou? and whi- 
ther goest thou ? And she answered : I flee from the face of 
Sarai, my mistress. And the angel of the Lord said to her : 
Return to thy mistress, and humble thyself under her hand. 
And again he said : I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, ai^d 
it shall not be numbered for multitude. And again : Behold, 
said he, thou art with child, and thou shalt bring forth a son : 
and thou shalt call his name Ismael, because the Lord hath 
heard thy affliction. He shall be a wild man : his hand will be 
against all men, and all men's hands against him : and he shall 
pitch his tents over against all his brethren. 

And she called the name of the Lord that spoke unto her : 
Thou God seest me. For she said : Verily here have I looked 
after Him who seeth me. Therefore she called that well, the 
well of Him that liveth and seeth me. The same is between 
Cades and Barad. And Agar brought forth a son to Abram : 
who called his name Ismael. Abram was four score and six 
years old when Agar brought him forth Ismael. 

SECT. VIII. THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION. 

eii.xvii. Institution of Circumcision.— And after he began to be 

* l_24! ninety and nine years old, the Lord appeared to him : and said 

unto him : I am the Almighty God : walk before Me, and be 

perfect. And I will make My covenant between Me and thee : 

* Plurality of wives, though contrary to the primitive institution of marriage. 
Gen. it 24, was by divine dispensation allowed to the patriarchs ; which allow- 
ance seems to have continued during the time of the law of Moses. But Christ 
our Lord reduced marriage to its primitive institution. S, Matt. xix. Douat 
Bible. 
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and I will multiply thee exceedingly. Abram fell flat on his 
face. 

And God said to him : I am, and My covenant is with thee, 
and thou shalt be a father of many nations. Neither shall thy 
name be called any more Abram : but thou shalt be called 
Abraham :• because I have made thee a father of many nations. 
And I will make thee increase exceedingly, and I will make 
nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. And I will 
establish My covenantf between Me and thee, and between thy 
seed after thee in their generations, by a perpetual covenant : to 
be a God to thee, and to thy seed after thee. And I will give 
to thee, and to thy seed, the land of thy sojournment, all the 
land of Canaan for a perpetual possession, and I will be their 
God. 

Again God said to Abraham : And thou therefore shalt keep 
My covenant, and thy seed after thee in their generations. This 
is My covenant which you shall observe, between Me and you, 
and thy seed after thee : all the male-kind of you shall be cir- 
cumcised. And you shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin, 
that it may be for a sign of the covenant between Me and you. 
An infant of eight days old shall be circumcised among you, 
every man-child in your generations : he that is born in the 
house as well as the bought servant shall be circumcised, and 
•whosoever is not of your stock : and My covenant shall be in 
your flesh for a perpetual covenant. The male whose flesh of 
his foreskin shall not be circumcised, that soul shall be destroyed 
out of his people : because he hath broken My covenant. 

God said also to Abraham : Sarai thy wife thou shalt not 
call Sarai, but Sara. And I will bless her, and of her I will 
give thee a son, whom I will bless, and he shall become na- 
tions, and kings of people shall spring from him. Abraham 
fell upon his face, and laughed, saying in his heart : Shall a 
5on, thinkest thou, be bom to him that is a hundred years old ? 
and shall Sara that is ninety years old bring forth ? And he 
said to God : 0, that Ismael may live before Thee. 

And God said to Abraham : Sara thy wife shall bear thee 
a son, and thou shalt call his name Isaac, and I will establish 
My covenant with him for a perpetual covenant, and with his 
seed after him. And as for Ismael I have also heard thee. Be- 

* Abranij in the Hebrew, signifies a high father; but Abraham, thejather 
of the multitude. 

f This is the- second covenant God made with man, of which circamcision. 
was the sign. This cutting of the flesh was the type of tl\«X. C>a\V^>cv«sv\fik$st?oSv- 
cation of the body which S. Paul calls * t\ie ciic\mic\a\QT\. q1 \>aa \iKMX^sx ^^'^ 
Spirit, not in the ietter.* Bom. ii« 
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liold, I will bless him, and increase, and multiply him exceed- 
ingly : he shall beget twelve chiefs, and I will make him a great 
nation. But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom 
Sara shall bring forth to thee at this time in the next year. 
And when He had left off speaking with him, God went up 
from Abraham. And Abraham took Ismael his son, and all 
that were bom in his house : and all whom he had bought^ 
every male among the men of his house : and he circumcised 
the flesh of their foreskin forthwith the very same day, as Grod 
had commanded him. Abraham was ninety and nine years- 
old when he circumcised the flesh of his foreskin. 



in. 



SECT, IX. ABRAHAM JCNTERTAINS ANOELS, THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOMt^ 

Promise of a Son to Abraham. — And the Lord appeared to- 
him in the vale of Mambre as he was sitting at the door of his 
tent, in the very heat of the day. And when he had lifted up 
his eyes, there appeared to him three men standing near him : 
and as soon as he saw them he ran to meet them from the door 
of his tent, and bowed down to the ground. And he said : My 
Lord, if I have found favour in Thy sight, pass not away from 
Thy servant : but I will fetch a little water, and wash ye your 
feet, and rest ye under the tree. And I will set a morsel of 
bread, and strengthen ye your heart, afterwards you shall pasa . 
on : for therefore are you come aside to your servant. And 
they said : Do as thou hast spoken. Abraham made haste into- 
the tent to Sara, and said to her : Make haste, temper together 
three measures of flour, and make cakes upon the hearth. And 
he himself ran to the herd, and took from thence a calf very- 
tender and very good, and gave it to a young man : who made 
haste and boiled it. He took also butter and milk, and the 
calf which he had boiled, and set before them : but he stood by 
them under the tree. 

And when they had eaten, they said to him : Where is. 
Sara thy wife ? He answered : Lo, she is in the tent. And 
He said to him : I will return and come to thee at this time,, 
life continuing, and Sara thy wife shall have a son. Which; 
when Sara heard, she laughed behind the door of the tent. 
Now they were both old, and far advanced in years, and it had 
ceased to be with Sara after the manner of women. And she 
laughed secretly, saying : After I am grown old, and my lord 
is an old man, shall I give myself to pleasure 1 And the Lord 
said to Abraham : Why did Sara laugh, saying, Shall I who 
am an old woman bear a child indeed ? Is there any thing 
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hard to God ? according to appointment I will return to thee at 
this same time, life continuing, and Sara shall have a son. 
Sara denied, saying : I did not laugh : for she was afraid. But 
the Lord said : Nay, but thou didst laugh. 

And when the men rose up from thence, they turned their 
eyes towards Sodom : and Abraham walked with them, bring- 
ing them on the way. And the Lord said : Can I hide from 
Abraham what I am about to do : seeing he shall become a 
great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed ? For I know that he will command his 
children, and his household after him, to keep the way of the 
Lord, and do judgment and justice : that for Abraham's sake 
the Lord may bring to effect all the things He hath spoken unto 
him. 

Destruction of Sodom. — ^And the Lord said : The cry of Gen. xvi 
Sodom and Gomorrha is multiplied, and their sin is become 20-33. 
exceedingly grievous. I will go down* and see whether they 
have done according to the cry that is come to Me : or whether 
it be not so, that I may know. And they turned themselves from 
thence, and went their way to Sodom; but Abraham as yet 
stood before the Lord. And drawing nigh he said : Wilt Thou 
destroy the just with the wicked 1 If there be fifty just men 
in the city, shall they perish withal 1 and wilt Thou not spare 
that place for the sake of the fifty just, if they be therein 1 Far 
be it from Thee to do this thing, and to slay the just with the 
wicked, and for the just to be in like case as the wicked, this is 
not beseeming Thee;. Thou who judgest all the earth wilt not 
make this judgment. And the Lord said to him : If I find in 
Sodom fifty just within the city, I will spare the whole place 
for their sake. 

And Abraham answered, and said : Seeing I have once 
begun, I will speak to my Lord, whereas I am dust and ashes. 
What if there be five less than fifty just persons? wilt Thou 
for five and forty destroy the whole city 1 And He said : I will 
not destroy it, if I find five and forty. And again he said to 
Him : But if forty be found there, what wilt Thou do 1 He said : 
I will not destroy it for the sake of forty. Lord, saith he, be 
not angry, I beseech Thee, if I speak : what if thirty shall be 
found there? He answered : I will not do it, if I find thirty there. 

* / wiU go dmon^ 4c. The Lord here accommodates His discourse to the 
way of speaking and acting amongst men : for He knoweth all things, and 
needeth not to go any where for information. Note here, that two of the three 
angels went away immediately for Sodom: whilst the third, who represented 
the Lord, remained with Abraham. Douay Bible. 
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Seeing, saith he, I have once begun, I will speak to my 
Lord : what if twenty be found there 1 He said : I will not 
destroy it for the sake of twenty. 

I beseech thee, saith he, be not angry, Lord, if I speak yet 
once more : what if ten should be found there ? And He said : 
I will not destroy it for the sake of ten. And the Lord departed, 
after He had left speaking to Abraham : and Abraham re> 
turned to his place, 
en. XIX. Bescue of Lot. — ^And the two angels came to Sodom in the 
1-7, evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of the city. And 
seeing them, he rose up and went to meet them : and worshipped 
prostrate to the ground, and said : I beseech you, my lords, 
turn in to the house of your servant, and lodge there : wash? 
your feet, and in the morning you shall go on your way. And 
they said : No, but we will abide in the street. He pressed 
them very much to turn in unto him : and when they wer« 
come in to his house, he made them a feast, and baked un.- 
leavened bread, and they ate. 

But before they went to bed, the men of the city beset the 
house, both young and old, all the people together. And they 
called Lot, and said to him : Where are the men that came 
in to thee at night ? bring them out hither that we may know 
them. Lot went out to them, and shut the door after him, and 
said : Do not so, I beseech you, my brethren, do not commit 
Jen. XIX. this eviL But they said : Get thee back thither. And again : 
9-30. Thou camest in, said they, as a stranger ; was it to be a judge ? 
therefore we will afflict thee more than them. And they pressed 
very violently upon Lot : and they were even at the point of 
breaking open the doors. 

And behold the men put out their hand, and drew in Lot 
unto them, and shut the door. And them that were without 
they struck with blindness from the least to the greatest, s© 
that they could not find the door. And they said to Lot : Hast 
thou here any of thine 1 son-in-law, or sons, or daughters, all 
that are thine bring them out of this city ; for we will destroy 
this place, because their cry is grown loud before the Lord, who 
hath sent us to destroy them. So Lot went out, and spoke to 
his sons-in-law that were to have his daughters, and said : Arise i 
get you out of this place, because the Lord will destroy this 
city. And he seemed to them to speak as it were in jest. 

And when it was morning the angels pressed him, saying : 
Arise, take thy wife, and the two daughters which thou hast, 
lest thou also perish in the wickedness of the city. And as he 
lingered, they took his hand, and the hand of his wife, and of 

r 
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Ms two daughters, because the Lord spared him. And they 
brought him forth, and set him without the city : and there 
they spoke to him, saying : Save thy life ; look not back, 
neither stay thou in all the country about : but save thysdf in 
the mountain, lest thou also be consumed. 

And Lot said to them : I beseech thee, my lord, because 
thy servant hath found grace before thee, and thou hast mag- 
nified thy mercy, which thou hast shown to me, in saving my 
life, and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil seize 
me, and I die. There ia this city here at hand, to which I 
may flee ; it is a little one, and I shall be saved in it : is it not 
a little one 1 and my soul shall live. And he said to him : Be- 
hold also in this I have heard thy prayers, not to destroy the 
city for which thou hast spoken. Make haste and be saved 
there, because I cannot do any thing till thou go in thither. 
Therefore the name of that city was called Segor. The sun was 
risen upon the earth, and Lot entered into Segor. And the 
Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrha brimstone and fire 
from the Lord out of heaven. And He destroyed these cities, 
and all the country about, all the inhabitants of the cities, and 
all things that spring from the earth. And his wife looking 
behind her was turned into a statue of salt.* 

And Abraham got up early in the morning, and in the place 
where he had stood before with the Lord he looked towards 
Sodom and Gomorrha, and the whole land of that country : and 
he saw the ashes rise up from the earth as the smoke of a 
furnace. ITow when God destroyed the cities of that country, 
remembering Abraham, He delivered Lot out of the destruction 
of the cities wherein he had dwelt. And Lot went up out of 
Segor, andr abode in the mountain, and his two daughters with 
him (for he was afraid to stay in Segor), and he dwelt in a 
cave, he and his two daughters with him. 

SECT, X ISAAC IS BORN. AGAR AND ISMAEL ARE CAST OUT. \ 

Abimelech. — Abraham removed from thence to the south Gen. xx 
country, and dwelt between Cades and Sur, and sojourned in ^"1^- 
Gerara.f And he said of Sara his wife : She is my sister. So 
Abimelech the king of Gerara sent, and took her. 

* Out Lord said to His disciples, Remember LoVs wife : * that is, take care 
not to act as she did, and when God tells you to leave a sinful place or a sinful 
life to look back upon it with sorrow or regret, lest He should withdraw His 
grace, and aUow you to die in your sins.* Todd*s Sacred History. 

'I' Gerara was the capital of the country of the Philistines in the south of the 
land of Canaan. 
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And God came to Abimelech in a dream* by night, and He 
said to him : Lo thou shalt die for the woman thou hast taken : 
for she hath a husband. !N'ow Abimelech had not touched her. 
and he said : Lord, wilt Thou slay a nation that is ignorant and 
just? Did not he say to me : She is my sister, and she say, 
He is my brother ? In the simplicity of my heart and cleanness 
of my hands have I done this. And God said to him : And I 
know that thou didst it with a sincere heart ; and therefore I 
withheld thee from sinning against Me, and I suffered thee not 
to touch her. Now therefore restore the man his wife, for he 
is a prophet : and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live : 
but i£ thou wilt not restore her, know that thou shalt surely die, 
thou and all that are thine. 

And Abimelech forthwith rising up in the night, called all 
his servants, and spoke all these words in their hearing ; and 
all the men were exceedingly afraid. And Abimelech called 
also for Abraham, and said to him : What hast thou done to 
us? what have we offended thee in, that thou hast brought 
upon me and upon my kingdom a great sin ? thou hast done 
to us what thou oughtest not to do. And again he expostulated 
with him, and said : What sawest thou, that thou hast done 
this ? 

Abraham answered : I thought with myself, saying : Perhaps 
there is not the fear of God in this place : and they will Hll 
me for the sake of my wife : howbeit, otherwise also she is 
truly my sister, the daughter of my father, and not the daughter 
of my mother, and I took her to wife. And after God brought 
me out of my father's house, I said to her : Thou shalt do me 
this kindness : In every place to which we shall come thou 
shalt say that I am thy brother. And Abimelech •took sheep 
and oxen and servants and handmaids, and gave to Abraham : 
and restored to him Sara, his wife. And said : The land is 
before you, dwell wheresoever it shall please thee. And to 
Sara he said : Behold I have given thy brother a thousand 
pieces of silver ; this shall serve thee for a covering of thy eyes 
to all that are with thee, and whithersoever thou shalt go : and 
remember thou wast taken. And when Abraham prayed, God 
healed Abimelech and his wife, and his handmaids, and they 
bore children : for the Lord had closed up every womb of the 
house of Abimelech on account of Sara, Abraham's wife. 
'^- ™; Birth of Isaac.— And the Lord visited Sara, as He had 

* This is the first of many examples of God making known His will to 
heathens by dreams. To His own people it was more commonly by visions of 
angels. 
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promised : and fulfilled what He had spoken. And ^ « i ogg 
she conceived and bore a son in her old age, at * * 
the time that God had foretold her. And Abraham called the 
name of Tiis son, whom Sara bore him, Isaac. And he circum- 
cised him the eighth day, as God had commanded him, when 
he was a hundred years old : for at this age of his father was 
Isaac bom. And Sara said : God hath made a laughter for me : 
whosoever shall hear of it will laugh with me. And again she 
said : Who would believe that Abraham should hear that Sara 
gave suck to a son, whom she bore to him in his old age ? And 
the child grew and was weaned ; and Abraham made a great 
feast on the day of his weaning. 

And when Sara had seen the son of Agar the Egyptian 
playing with Isaac her son, she said to Abraham : Cast out this 
bond-woman, and her son : for the son of the bond-woman shall 
not be heir with my son Isaac. Abraham took this grievously 
for his son. And God said to him : Let it not seem grievous 
to thee for the boy, and for thy bond- woman : in all that Sara 
hath said to thee hearken to her voice : for in Isaac shall thy 
seed be called. But I will make the son also of the bond- 
woman a great nation, because he is thy seed. 

So Abraham rose up in the morning, and taking bread and 
a bottle of water, put it upon her shoulder, and delivered the 
boy, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered in 
the wilderness of Bersabee. And when the water in the bottle 
was spent, she cast the boy under one of the trees that were 
there. And she went her way, and sat over-against him a great 
way off as far as a bow can carry, for she said : I will not see 
the boy die : and sitting over-against, she lifted up her voice 
and wept. And God heard the voice of the boy : and an 
angel of God called to Agar from heaven, saying : What art 
thou doing, Agar 1 fear not : for God hath heard the voice of the 
boy, from the place wherein he is. Arise, take up the boy, 
and hold him by the hand : for I will make him a great nation. 
And God opened her eyes : and she saw a well of water, and 
went and filled the bottle, and gave the boy to drink. And 
God was with him : and he grew and dwelt in the wilderness, 
and became a young man an archer. And he dwelt in the 
wilderness of Pharan, and his mother took a wife for him out 
of the land of Egypt. 
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SECT. XI. ABRAHAM'S TRIAL, THE DEATH OF SARA, 

m. XXII. The Trial of Abraham.— After ihese things, God tried Abra- 



1-19. 



B C 1871 ^^^' ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ' Abraham, Abraham. And 
* *- * he answered : Here I am. He said to him : Take 
thy only-begotten son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and go into the 
land of vision,* and there thou shalt olfer him for an holocaust 
upon one of the mountains which I will show thee. 

So Abraham rising up in the night, saddled his ass : and 
took with him two young men, and Isaac his son : and when he 
had cut wood for the holocaust, he went his way to the place 
which God had commanded him. And on the third day, lifting 
up his eyes, he saw the place afar off. And he said to his young 
men : Stay you here with the ass : I and the boy will go yonder, 
and after we have worshipped, we will return to you. And he 
took the wood for the holocaust, and laid it upon Isaac his son : 
and he himself carried in his hands fire and a sword. 

And as they two went on together, Isaac said to his father : 
My father. And he answered : What wilt thou, son ] Behold, 
saith he, fire and wood : where ia the victim for the holocaust ? 
And Abraham said : God wiU provide HimseKa victim for an 
holocaust, my son. So they went on together. And they came 
to the place which God had shown him, where he built an altar, 
and laid the wood in order upon it : and when he had bound 
Isaac his son, he laid him on the altar upon the pile of wood. 
And he put forth his hand, and took the sword, to sacrifice his 
son.t 

And behold an angel of the Lord from heaven called to him, 
saying : Abraham, Abraham. And he answered : Here I am. 
And he said to him : Lay not thy hand upon the boy, neither do 
thou any thing to him : now I kaow that thou fearest God, and 
hast not spared thy only-begotten son for My sake. 

Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw behind his back a ram 
amongst the briers sticking fast by the horns, which he took and 
offered for a holocaust instead of his son. And he called the 
name of that place. The Lord seeth. Whereupon even to this 
day it is said : In the mountain the Lord will see. 

* *Moriah.* Perhaps the name was given to it afterwards from this event, 
t Abraham^s obedience was a striking proof of his great faith, since God 
had promised that He would make of Isaac a great nation. So S. Paul says in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews: Byjaith Abraham^ when he was iried^ ofered Isattc: 
and he that had received the promises offered up his only-begotten son, (^To whom 
it was said: In Isaac shall thy seed be called.) Accounting that God ts able to 
raise vp evenjrom the dead. Whence also he received him for a parable. 
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And thg angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time 
from heaven, saying : By My own self have I sworn, saith the 
Lord : because thou hast done this thing, and hast not spared 
thy only-begotten son for My sake : I will bless thee, and I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand that is 
by the sea shore : thy seed shall possess the gates of their ene- 
mies. And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed, because thou hast obeyed My voice. Abraham returned 
to his young men, and they went to Bersabee together, and he 
dwelt there. 

Death of Sara. — ^And Sara lived a hundred and twenty-seven Gen. xxn 
years. And she died in the city of Arbee which is Hebron, in ^~^^' 
the land of Canaan ; and Abraham came to mourn and weep 
for her. And after he rose up from the funeral obsequies, he spoke 
to the children of Heth, saying : I am a stranger and sojourner 
among you : give me the right of a burying place with you, that 
I may bury my dead. The children of Heth answered, saying : 
My lord, hear us, thou art a prince of God among us : bury 
thy dead in our principal sepulchres : and no man shall have 
power to hinder thee from burying thy dead in his sepulchre. 

Abraham rose up, and bowed down* to the people of the land, 
to wit the children of Heth : and said to them : If it please 
your soul that I should bury my dead, hear me, and intercede for 
me to Ephron the son of Seor. That he may give me the double 
cave, which he hath in the end of his field : for as much money 
as it is worth he shall give it me before you, for a possession of 
a burying place. 

If ow Ephron dwelt in the midst of the children of Heth. 
And Ephron made answer to Abraham in the hearing of all 
that went in at the gate of the city, saying : Let it not be so, my 
lord, but do thou rather hearken to what I say : The field I de- 
liver to thee, and the cave that is therein, in the presence of the 
children of my people ; buiy thy dead. Abraham bowed down 
before the people of the land. And he spoke to Ephron, in the 
presence of the people : I beseech thee to hear me : I will give 
money for the field : take it, and so I will bury my dead in it. 

And Ephron answered : My lord, hear me. The ground 
which thou desirest is worth four hundred shekelsf of silver : 
this is the price between me and thee : but what is this ? bury 
thy dead. 

* Literally adored. But this word here, as well as in many other places in the 
Latin Scriptures, is used to signify only an inferior honour and reverence paid 
to men, expressed by a bowing down of the body. Douat Bible. 

i* The shekel here spoken of was probably not a coin, but so much weight 
of silyer. The coin called a shekel was equal to about 2s, id. 
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And when Abialiam had heard this, he weighed out the 
money that Ephron had asked, in the hearing of the children of 
Heth, four hundred shekels of silver of common current money. 
And the field that before was Ephron*s, wherein was the double 
cave, looking towards Mambre, both it and the cave, and all the 
trees thereof in all its limits round about, was niade sure to 
Abraham for a possession, in the sight of the children of Heth, 
and of all that went in at the gate of his city. 

And so Abraham buried Sara his wife, in a double cave of 
the field, that looked towards Mambre, this is Hebron in the land 
of Canaan. And the field was made sure to Abraham, and the 
cave that was in it, for a possession to bury in, by the children 
of Heth. 

SECT. XIL THE MARRIAGE OF ISAAC. ESAU AND JACOB. 

XXIV, Marriage of Isaac. — Now Abraham was old, and advanced 
^~^^' B C IS^f? ^ ^o® * and the Lord had blessed him in all things. 
And he said to the elder servant of his house, who 
was ruler over all he had : Put thy hand under my thigh, that 
I may make thee swear by the Lord the God of heaven and earth, 
that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell : but that thou go to my own 
country and kindred, and take a wife from thence for my son 
Isaac. The servant answered : If the woman will not come with 
me into this land, must I bring thy son back again to the place 
from whence thou camest out ? And Abraham said : Beware 
thou never bring my son back again thither. The Lord GU)d of 
Heaven, who took me out of my father's house, and out of my 
native country, who spoke to me, and swore to me, saying : To 
thy seed will I give this land : He will send His angel before 
thee, and thou shalt take from thence a wife for my son. But 
if the woman will not follow thee, thou shalt not be bound by 
the oath ; only bring not my son back thither again. 

The servant therefore put his hand under the thigh of Abra- 
ham his lord, and swore to him upon this word. And he took 
ten camels of his master's herd, and departed, carrying something 
of all his goods with him, and he set forward and went on to 
Mesopotamia to the city of Nachor. And when he had made 
the camels lie down without the town near a well of water in 
the evening, at the time when women are wont to come out to 
draw water, he said : O Lord the God of my master Abraham, 
meet me to-day, I beseech Thee, and show kindness to my master 
Abraham. Behold I stand nigh the spring of water, and the 
daughters of the inhabitants of this city will come out to draw 



ABKAHAM:. . 29 

water. ITow, therefore, the maid to whom I shall say : Let 
down thy pitcher that I may drink : and she shall answer, Drink, 
and I will give thy camels drink also : let it he the same whom 
Thou hast provided for Thy servant Isaac : and by this I shall 
understand that Thou hast shown kindness to my master. 

He had not yet ended these words within himself, and he- 
hold Eehecca came out, the daughter of Bathuel, son of Melcha, 
wife to Nachor the brother of Abraham, having a pitcher on her 
shoulder ; an exceeding comely maid, and a most beautiful vir- 
gin, and not known to man, and she went down to the spring, 
and filled her pitcher and was coming back. 

And the servant ran to meet her, and said : Give me a little 
water to drink of thy pitcher. And she answered : Drink, my 
lord. And quickly she let down the pitcher upon her arm, and 
gave him drink. And when he had drunk, she said : I will draw 
water for thy camels also, till they all drink. And pouring out 
the pitcher into the troughs, she ran back to the well to draw 
water : and having drawn she gave to all the camels. 

But he musing beheld her with silence, desirous to know 
whether the Lord had made his journey prosperous or not. And 
after that the camels had drunk, the man took out golden ear- 
rings, weighing two shekels : and as many bracelets often shekels^ 
weight. And he said to her : Whose daughter art thou ? tell me : 
is there any place in thy father's house to lodge? And she 
answered : I am the daughter of Bathuel, the son of Melcha,^ 
whom she bore to Kachor. And she said moreover to him : We 
have good store of both straw and hay, and a large place to lodge 
in. The ^nan bowed himself down, and adored the Lord, say- 
ing : BleSsed be the Lord God of my master Abraham, who hath 
not taken away His mercy and truth from my master, and hath 
brought me the straight way into the house of my master's 
brother. 

Then the maid ran, and told in her mother's house all that 
she had heard. And Kebecca had a brother named Laban, who 
went out in haste to the man, to the well. And when he had 
seen the ear-rings and bracelets in his sister's hands, and had 
heard all that she related sa3ring. Thus and thus the man spoke 
to me : he came to the man who stood by the camels, and near 
to the spring of water, and said to him : Come in, thou blessed 
of the Lord : why standest thou without? I have prepared the 
house, and a place for the camels. And he brought him in into 
his lodging : and he unharnessed the camels and gave straw and 
hay, and water to wash his feet, and the feet of the men that 
were come with him. And bread was set before him. But he 
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said : I will not eat till I tell my message. He answered him : 
Speak. 

And he said : I am the servant of Abraham : and the Lord 
hath blessed my master wonderfully, and he is become great : and 
He hath given him sheep and oxen, silver and gold, men-servants 
and women-servants, camels and asses. And Sara my master's 
wife hath borne my master a son in her old age, and he hath given 
him all that he had. And my master made me swear, saying : 
Thou shalt not take a wife for my son of the Canaanites, in whose 
land I dwell : but thou shalt go to my father's house, and shalt 
take a wife of my own kindred for my son. But I answered my 
master : What if the woman will not come with me ? The Lord, 
said he, in whose sight I walk, will send His angel with thee, and * 
will direct thy way : and thou shalt take a wife for my son of 
my own kindred, and of my father's house. But thou shalt be 
clear from my curse, when thou shalt come to my kindred, if they 
will not give thee one. And I came to-day to the well of water 
and said : Lord God of my master Abraham, if Thou hast pro- 
spered my way, wherein I now walk, behold I stand by the well 
of water, and the virgin that shall come out to draw water, who 
shall hear me say. Give me a little water to drink of thy pitcher : 
and shall say to me : Both drink thou, and I will also draw for 
thy camels : let the same be the woman whom the Lord hath 
prepared for my master's son. And whilst I pondered these 
things secretly with myself, Kebecca appeared coming with a 
pitcher, which she carried on her shoulder : and she went down 
to the well and drew water. And I said to her : Give me a little 
to drink. And she speedily let down the pitcher .firom her 
shoulder, and said to me : Both drink thou, and to thy camels I 
will give drink. I drank, and she watered the camels. And I 
asked her, and said : Whose daughter art thou ? And she 
answered : I am the daughter of Bathuel, the son of Nachor, 
whom Melcha bore to him. So I put ear-rings on her to adorn 
her face, and I put bracelets on her hands. And falling down I 
adored the Lord, blessing the Lord God of my master Abraham, 
who hath brought me the straight way to take the daughter of 
my master's brother for his sou. Wherefore if you do according 
to mercy and truth with my master, tell me : but if it please you 
otherwise, tell me that also, that I may go to the right hand or 
to the left. 

And Laban and Bathuel answered : The word hath proceeded 
from the Lord : we cannot speak any other thing to thee but His 
pleasure. Behold Eebecca is before thee, take her and go thy 
way, and let her be the wife of thy master's son, as the Lord hath 
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spoken. Which when Abraham's servant heard, falling down to 
the ground he adored the Lord. And bringing forth vessels of 
silver and gold, and garments, he gave them to Eebecca for a 
present. He offered gifts also to her brothers, and to her mother. 
And a banquet was made, and they ate and drank together, and 
lodged there. And in the morning, the servant arose, and said : 
Let me depart, that I may go to my master. And her brother 
and mother answered : Let the maid stay at least ten days with 
us, and afterwards she shall depart. Stay me not, said he, be- 
cause the Lord hath prospered my way ; send me away that I may 
go to my master. And they said : Let us call the maid and ask 
her will. And they called her, and when she was come, they 
asked : Wilt thou go with this man 1 She said : I will go. So 
they sent her away, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant and 
his company, wishing prosperity to their sister, and saying : 
Thou art our sister, mayst thou increase to thousands of thou- 
sands, and may thy seed possess the gates of their enemies. So 
Eebecca and her maids, being set upon camels, followed the man, 
who with speed returned to his master. 

At the same time Isaac was walking along the way to the well 
which is caUod Of Him who liveth and seeth : for he dwelt in the 
south country. And he was gone forth to meditate in the field, 
the day being now well spent : and when he had lifted up his 
eyes, he saw camels coming afar off. Eebecca also, when she 
saw Isaac, lighted off the camel, and said to the servant : Who 
is that man who cometh towards us along the field ? And he 
said to her : That man is my master. But she quickly took 
her cloak, and covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all 
that he had done. Who brought her into the tent of Sara his 
mother, and took her to wife : and he loved her so much, that 
it moderated the sorrow which was occasioned by his mother's 
death. 

Esau and Jacob. — And Isaac besought the Lord for his Gen. xxv 
wife, because she was barren ; and He heard him, ^ n iqom 21-28. 
and made Eebecca to conceive. But the children 
struggled in her womb : and she said : If it were to be so with 
me, what need was there to conceive 1 And she went to con- 
sult the Lord. And He answering said : Two nations are in thy 
womb, and two peoples shall be divided out of thy womb, and 
one people shall overcome the other, and the elder shall serve the 
younger. And when her time was come to be delivered, behold 
twins were found in her womb. He that came forth first was 
red, and hairy like a skin : and his name was called Esau. Im- 
mediately the other coming forth, held his brother's foot in his 
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hand : and therefore he was called Jacoh. Isaac was threescore 
years old when the children were bom unto hun. 

And when they were grown up, Esau became a skilful hunter, 
and a husbandman : but Jacob a plain man dwelt in tents. Isaac 
loved Esau, because he ate of his hunting : and Rebecca loved 
Jacob, 
en. XXV. Esau sells his Birthright. — And Jacob boiled pottage : to 
tw-J^t. -^iiQin Esau, coming faint out of the field, said : Give me of this 
red pottage, for I am exceeding faint. For which reason his 
name was called Edom. And Jacob said to him : Sell me thy 
first birthright.* He answered : Lo I die, what will the first 
birthright avail me ] Jacob said : Swear therefore to me. Esau 
swore to him, and sold his first birthright. And so taking 
bread and the pottage of lentils, he ate, and drank, and went his 
way, making little account of having sold his first birthright. 

SECT, XJII. ISAAC GIVES HIS DYING BLESSING TO JACOB, JACOB FLEES 
TO LABAN, 

D. XXVI, And when a famine came in the land, after that barrenness 
i-i*' which had happened in the days of Abraham, Isaac went to 
Abimelech king of the Philistines to Gerara. And the Lord 
appeared to him and said : Go not down into Egypt, but stay 
in the land that I shall tell thee. And sojourn in it, and I will 
be with thee, and will bless thee : for to thee and to thy seed I 
will give all these countries, to ftdfil the oath which I swore to 
Abrdiam thy father. And I will multiply thy seed like the 
stars of heaven : and I "will give to thy posterity all these coun- 
tries : and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed. Because Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My pre- 
cepts and commandments, and observed My ceremonies and laws. 
So Isaac abode in Gerara. 

ii.xxvir. Isaac's dying Blessing. — Now Isaac was old, and his eyes 
" 1-41* were dim, and he could not see : and he called Esau his elder 
son, and said to him : My son ? And he answered : Here I am. 
And his father said to him : Thou seest that I am old, and know 
not the day of my death. Take thy arms, thy quiver, and bow, 
and go abroad : and when thou hast taken something by hunt- 
ing, make me savoury meat thereof, as thou knowest I like, and 
bring it, that I may eat : and my soul may bless thee before 
I die. 

* By the birthright was meant the rights of the first-bom son. These, be- 
side temporal advantages, included the sacred oflSce of the Priesthood and the 
promise of the Messias among his descendants. This is the reason why S. 
Paul (Heb. xii) calls Esau a profane person for selling his birthright 
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And when Eebecca had heard this, and he was gone into 
the field to fulfil his father's commandment, she said to her son 
Jacob : I heard thy father talking with Esau thy brother, and 
saying to him : Bring me of thy hunting, and make me meats 
that I may eat, and bless thee in the sight of the Lord, before 
I die. Now, therefore, my son, follow my counsel : and go thy 
way to the flock, bring me two kids of the best, that I may make 
of them meat for thy father, such as he gladly eateth : which 
when thou hast brought in, and he hath eaten, he may bless 
thee before he die. 

And he answered her : Thou knowest that Esau my brother 
is a hairy man, and I am smooth. If my father shall feel me^ 
and perceive it, I fear lest he will think I would have mocked 
him, and I shall bring upon me a curse instead of a blessing. 

And his mother said to him :* Upon me be this curse, my 
son : only hear thou my voice, and go, fetch me the things which 
I have said. He went, and brought, and gave them to his mo- 
ther. She dressed meats, such as she knew his father liked. 
And she put on him very good garments of Esau, which she 
had at home with her. And the sfins of the kids she put about 
his hands, and covered the bare of his neck. And she gave him 
the savoury meat, and delivered him bread that she had baked. 
Which when he had carried in, he said : My father ? But he 
answered : I hear. Who art thou, my son 1 And Jacob said : 
I am Esau, thy first-bom : I have done as thou didst command 
me : arise, sit, and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless 
me. And Isaac said to his son : How couldst thou find it so 
quickly, my son ? He answered : It was the will of God that 
what I sought cailie quickly in my way. And Isaac said : Come 
hither, that I may feel thee, my son, and may prove whether 
thou be my son Esau, or not. He came near to his father, and 
when he had felt him, Isaac said : The voice indeed is the voice 
of Jacob ; but the hands are the hands of Esau. And he knew 
him not, because his hairy hands made him like to the elder. 
Then blessing him, he said : Art thou my son Esau ? He ans- 
wered : I am. Then he said : Bring me the meats of thy hunt- 
ing, my son, that my soul may bless thee. And when they 
were brought, and he had eaten, he offered him wine also, which 
after he had drunk, he said to him : Come near me, and give 
me a kiss, my son. 

* Rebecca ana Jacob valued the spiritual advantages attached to Isaac's 
dymg blessing, and considered that he was entitled to it, since Esau had sold 
him his birthright; but it does not follow that he was justified in using deceit 
to obtain his right. 
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He came near, and kissed him. And immediately as he 
smelled the fragrant smell of his garments, blessing him, he said : 
Behold the smell of my son is as the smell of a plentiftd field, 
which the Lord hath blessed. God give thee the dew of heaven, 
and of the fatness of the earth, abundance of com and wine. 
And let peoples serve thee, and tribes worship thee : be thou 
lord of thy brethren, and let thy mother's children bow down 
before thee. Cursed be he that curseth thee : and let him that 
blesseth thee be filled with blessings. 

Isaac had scarce ended his words, when Jacob being now 
gone out abroad, Esau came, and brought in to his father meats 
made of what he had taken in hunting, saying : Arise, my fstther, 
and eat of thy son's venison ; that thy soul may bless me. And 
Isaac said to him : Why ! who art thou ? He answered : I am 
thy first-bom son Esau. 

Isaac was struck with fear, and astonished exceedingly : and 
wondering beyond what can be believed, said : Who is he then 
that even now brought me venison that he had taken, and I ate 
of all before thou camest ] and I have blessed him, and he shall 
be blessed. Esau having heard his father's words, cried out 
with a great cry: and being in a great consternation, said : Bless 
me also, my father. 

And he said : Thy brother came deceitfully and got thy 



But he said again : Eightly is his name called Jacob; for he 
hath supplanted me lo this second time : my first birthright he 
took away before, and now this second time he hath stolen away 
my blessing. And again he said to h^s father : Hast thou not 
reserved me also a blessing 1 

Isaac answered : I have appointed him thy lord, and have 
made all his brethren his servants : I have established him with 
com and wine, and after this, what shall 1 do more for thee, my 
son? 

And Esau said to him : Hast thou only one blessing, father 1 
I beseech thee bless me also. 

And when he wept with a loud cry, Isaac being moved, said 
to him : In the fat of the earth, and in the dew of heaven &om 
above, shall thy blessing be. Thou shalt live by the sword and 
shalt serve thy brother ; and the time shall come, when thou 
shalt shake off and loose his yoke from thy neck. 

Esau therefore always hated Jacob for the blessing where- 
with his father had blessed him : and he said in his heart : The 
days will come of the mourning of my father, and I will kill my 
brother Jacob. 
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Jacob sent to Mesopotamia. — ^These things were told to Gen.xx^ 
Rebecca : and she sent and called Jacob her son, ^ „ j„,-q ^*^"^^« 
and said to him : Behold Esau thy brother threat- * * 
eneth to kill thee. Now therefore, my son, hear my voice ; arise 
and flee to Laban my brother to Haran : and thou shalt dwell 
withiim a few days, till the wrath of thy brother be assuaged, 
and his indignation cease, and he forget the things thou hast 
done to him : afterwards I will send, and bring thee from thence 
hither. Why shall I be deprived of both my sons in one day 1 

And Eebecca said to Isaac : I am weary of my life because 
of the daughters of Heth : if Jacob take a wife of the daughters 
of this land, I choose not to live. 

And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, Gen. 
flaying : Take not a wife of the stock of Canaan : but go, and ?^^ "'• 
take a journey to Mesopotamia of Syria, to the house of Bathuel 
thy mother's father, and take thee a wife thence of the daughters 
■ of Laban thy imcle. And God Almighty bless thee, and make 
thee to increase, and multiply thee : that thou mayst be a mul- 
titude of people, and give the blessings of Abraham to thee, 
and to thy seed after thee : that thou mayst possess the land 
of thy sojournment, which He promised to thy grandfather. 

And when Isaac had sent him away, he took his journey 
and went to Mesopotamia of Syria to Laban the son of Bathuel 
the Syrian, brother to Rebecca his mother. 

And Esau seeing that his father had blessed Jacob, and had 
sent him into Mesopotamia of Syria, to marry a wife thence ; 
and that after the blessing he had charged him, saying : Thou 
shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan : and that 
Jacob obeying his parents was gone into Syria: experiencing 
also that his father was not well pleased with the daughters of 
-Canaan : he went to Ismael, and took to wife, besides them he 
had before, Maheleth the daughter of Ismael, Abraham's son, 
the sister of Nabajoth. 

Jacob's Vision. — ^But Jacob being departed from Bersabee, Geii. 
went on to Haran. And when he was come to a certain place, ^1"^' 
and would rest in it after sunset, he took of the stones that lay 
there, and putting under his head, slept ill the same place. And 
he saw in his sleep a ladder standing upon the earth, and the 
top thereof touching heaven : the angels also of God ascending 
and descending by it,* and the Lord leaning upon the ladder, 
paying to him : I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac : the land, wherein thou sleepest, I will give 

^ This vision was a type of the Church, which is the means of communica- 
tion between heaven and earth. 
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to thee and to thy seed. And thy seed shall be as the dust of" 
the earth ; thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, 
and to the north, and to the south : and in thee and thy seed 
all the tribes of the earth shall be blessed. And I will be thy 
keeper whithersoever thou goest, and will bring thee back into 
this land : neither will I leave thee, till I shall have accom- 
plished all that I have said. 

And when Jacob awaked out of sleep, he said : Indeed the^ 
Lord is in this place, and I knew it not. And trembling he 
said : How terrible is this place ! this is no other but the house 
of God, and the gate of heaven. And Jacob, arising in the 
morning, took the stone, which he had laid under his head, and 
set it up for a title, pouring oil upon the top of it. And he 
called the name of the city Bethel,* which before was called 
Luza. And he made a vow, saying : If God shall be with me, 
and shall keep me in the way by which I walk, and shall give 
me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, and I shall return 
prosperously to my father's house : the Lord shall be my God t 
and this stone, which I have set up for a title, shall be called 
the house of God : and of all things that Thou shalt give to me^ 
I will offer tithes to Thee, 
n. XXIX. Jacob's Stay at Haran. — Then Jacob went on in his jour- 
1-28. ney, and came into the east country. And he saw a well in the- 
field, and three flocks of sheep lying by it : for the beasts were 
watered out of it, and the mouth thereof was closed with a great 
stone. And the custom was, when all the sheep were gathered 
together, to roll away the stone, and after the sheep were watered, 
to put it on the mouth of the well again. 

And he said to the shepherds : Brethren, whence are you ? 
They answered : Of Haran. And he asked them, saying : Know 
you Laban the son of INTachor 1 They said : We know him. He 
said : Is he in health 1 He is in health, say they : and behold 
Rachel his daughter cometh with his flock. And Jacob said : 
There is yet much day remaining, neither is it time to bring the 
flocks into the folds again : first give the sheep drink, and so- 
lead them back to feed. They answered : We cannot, till all 
the cattle be gathered* together, and we remove the stone from 
the well's mouth that we may water the flocks. 

They were yet speaking, and behold Eachel came with her 
lather's sheep: for she fed the flock. And when Jacob saw 
her, and knew her to be his cousin-german, and that they were 
the sheep of Laban, his uncle, he removed the stone wherewith 

* This name signifies the ' house of God.' Jacob anointed the stone, and 
thus dedicated the spot to God, because He had manifested Himself there. 
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the well was closed. And having watered the flock, he kissed 
her : and lifting up his voice, wept. And he told her that he 
was her father's brother, and the son of Eebecca : but she went 
in haste and told her father. Who, when he heard that Jacob 
his sister's son was come, ran forth to meet him : and embracing 
him, and heartily kissing him, brought him into the house. 
And when he had heard the causes of his journey, he answered: 
Thou art my bone and my flesh. 

And after the days of one month were expired, he said to 
him : Because thou art my brother, shalt thou serve me without 
wages? Tell me what wages thou wilt have. Now he had 
two daughters : the name of the elder was Lia, and the younger 
was called Kachel. But Lia was blear-eyed : Eachel was well- 
favoured, and of a beautiful countenance. And Jacob being in , 
love with her, said : I will serve thee seven years for Eachel 
thy younger daughter. Laban answered : It is better that I 
give her to thee than to another man. Stay with me. 

So Jacob served seven years for Kachel : and they seemed 
but a few days, because of the greatness of his love. And he 
said to Laban : Give me my wife ; for now the time is fulfilled, 
that I may go in unto her. And he, having invited a great 
number of his friends to the feast, made the marriage. And at 
night he brought in Lia his daughter to him, giving his daughter 
a handmaid, named Zelpha. 

Now when Jacob had gone in to her according to custom, 
when morning was come he saw it was Lia : and he said to his 
father-in-law : What is it that thou didst mean to do 1 did not 
I serve thee for Rachel 1 why hast thou deceived me ? 

Laban answered : It is not the custom in this place, to give 
the younger in marriage first. Make up the week of days of 
this match : and I will give thee her also, for the service that 
thou shalt render me other seven years. He yielded to his 
pleasure : and after the week was past, he married Rachel. 

JSECT. XIV. JACOBS RETURN TO THE LAND OF CANAAN, UE MEETS ESAU, 

Jacob leaves Haran. — But after that he heard the words of Gen. x^j 
the sons of Laban, saying : Jacob hath taken away « n i wqq ^*'^^' 
-all that was our father's, and being enriched by his 
substance is become great: and perceiving also that Laban's 
-countenance was not towards him as yesterday and the other 
day, especially the Lord saying to him : Return into the land 
of thy fathers, and to thy londred, and I wiU be with thee, he 
sent, and called Rachel and Lia into the field, where he fed 
the flocks, and said to them : I see your father's countenance i& 
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not towards me as yesterday and the other day : hut the God 
of my father hath heen with me. And you know that I have 
served your father to the uttermost of my power. Yea, your 
father also hath overreached me, and hath changed my wages 
ten times : and yet God hath not suffered him to hurt me. If 
at any time he said : The speckled shall he thy wages : all the 
sheep hrought forth speckled : hut when he said on the contrary : 
Thou shalt take all the white ones for thy wages : all the flocks 
hrought forth wliite ones. And God hath taken your father's 
snhstance, and given it to me. . . And the angel of God said to 
me in my sleep : Jacoh 1 And I answered : Here I am. . . I am 
the God of Bethel, where thou didst anoint the stone, and make 
a vow to Me. Now therefore arise and go out of this land, and 
return into thy native country. 

And Rachel and Lia answered: Have we anything left 
among the goods and inheritance of our father^s house ? Hath 
he not counted us as strangers, and sold us, and eaten up the 
price of us ? But God hath taken our father's riches, and de- 
livered them to us, and to our children : wherefore do all that 
God hath commanded thee. 

Then Jacoh rose up, and having set his children and wives 
upon camels, went his way. And he took all his suhstance, 
and flocks, and whatsoever he had gotten in Mesopotamia, and 
went forward to Isaac his father to the land of Canaan. 
:ii. Jacob meets Esau. — Jacoh also went on the journey he had 
^^' begun : and the angels of God met him. And when he saw 
them, he said : These are the camps of God : and he called the 
name of that place Mahanaim, that is, Camps. 

And he sent messengers before him to Esau his brother to 
the land of Seir, to the country of Edom : and he commanded 
them, saying : Thus shall ye speak to my lord Esau : Thus saith 
thy brother Jacob : I have sojourned with Laban, and have 
been with him until this day. I have oxen, and asses, and 
sheep, and men-servants, and women-servants : and now I send 
a message to my lord, that I may find favour in thy sight. 

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying : We came 
to Esau thy brother, and behold he cometh with speed to meet 
thee with four hundred men. Then Jacob was greatly afraid ; 
and in his fear divided the people that was with him, and the 
flocks, and the sheep, and the oxen, and the camels, into two 
companies, saying : If Esau come to one company and destroy 
it, the other company that is left shall escape. 

And Jacob said : God of my father Abraham, and God of 
my father Isaac, O Lord, who saidst to me : Return to thy land 
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and to the place of thy birth, and I will do well for thee, I am 
not worthy of the least of all Thy mercies, and of Thy truth 
which Thou hast fulfilled to Thy servant. With my staff I 
passed over this Jordan : and now I return with two companies. 
Deliver me from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am greatly 
afraid of him ; lest perhaps he come, and kill the mother with 
the children. Thou didst say that Thou wouldst do well by 
me, and multiply my seed like the sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for midtitude. And when he had slept there that 
night, he set apart, of the things which he had, presents for his 
brother Esau. 

So the presents went before him, but himself lodged that Gen.xxx 
night in the camp. And rising early he took his two wives, 21-32. 
and his two handmaids, with lus eleven sons, and passed over 
the ford of Jaboc. And when all things were brought over that 
belonged to him, he remained alone. 

And behold a man wrestled with him till morning. And 
when he saw that he could not overcome him, he touched the 
sinew of his thigh, and forthwith it shrank. And he said to 
him : Let me go, for it is break of day. He answered : I will 
not let thee go except thou bless me. And he said : What is 
thy name 1 He answered : Jacob. But he said : Thy name shall 
not be called Jacob, but Israel :* for if thou hast been strong 
against God, how much more shalt thou prevail against men 1 

Jacob asked him : Tell me by what name art thou called ? 
He answered : Why dost thou ask my name 1 And he blessed 
him in the same place. And Jacob called the name of the place 
Phanuel, saying : I have seen God face to face, and my soul 
has been saved. And immediately the sun rose upon him, 
after he was past Phanuel ; but he halted on his foot. There- 
fore the children of Israel, unto this day, eat not the sinew, 
that shrank in Jacob's thigh : because he toudhed the sinew of 
his thigh and it shrank. 

And Jacob lifting up his eyes, saw Esau coming, and with Gen, 
him four hundred men ; and he divided the chilc&en of lia ^^^^' 
and of Kachel, and of the two handmaids. And he put both 
the handmaids and their children foremost ; and Lia and her 
children in the second place; and Rachel and Joseph last. And 
he went forward and bowed down with his face to the ground 
seven times, until his brother came near. 

Then Esau ran to meet his brother, and embraced him : and 
* * Israel means Prince of God. This mysterious wrestling with an angel in 
human form was directed to inspire Jacob with still greater confidence ; inas- 
much as he might hope to overcome his fellow men, since he was enabled to 
straggle with a heav^y spirit.' KLenbick, 
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clasping him fast about the neck, and kissing him, wept And 
lifting up his eyes, he saw the women and their children, and 
said : What mean these ? And do they belong to thee 1 He 
answered : They are the children which God hath given to me 
thy servant. Then the handmaids and their children came 
near, and bowed themselves. lia also with her children came 
near, and bowed down in like manner ; and last of all, Joseph 
and Eachel bowed down. 

And Esau said: What are the droves that I metl He 
answered : That I might find favour before my lord. But he 
said : I have plenty, my brother, keep what is thine for thyself. 

And Jacob said : Do not so, I beseech thee, but if I have 
found favour in thy eyes, receive a little present at my hands : 
for I have seen thy face, as if I should have seen the counte- 
nance of God : be gracious to me, and take the blessing, 
which I have brought thee, and which God hath given me, 
who giveth all things. He took it at his brother's earnest . 
pressing him, and said : Let us go on together, and I will ac- 
company thee in thy journey. 

And Jacob said : My lord, thou knowest that I have with 
me tender children, and sheep, and kine with young : which if 
I should cause to be over-driven, in one day all the flocks will 
die. May it please my lord to go before his servant : and I will 
follow softly after him, as I shall see my children to be able, 
until I come to my lord in Seir. 

Esau answered : I beseech thee, that some of the people at 
least, who are with me, may stay to accompany thee in the way. 
And he said : There is no necessity : I want nothing else but 
only to find favour, my lord, in thy sight So Esau returned, 
that day, the way that he came, to Seir. 

And Jacob came to Socoth, where having built a house, and 
pitched tents, he called the name of the place Socoth, that is, 
Tents. And he passed over to Salem, a city of the Sichimites, 
which is in the land of Canaan, after he returned from Mesopo- 
tamia of Syria : and he dwelt by the town. And he bought 
that part of the field, in which he pitched his tents, of the chil- 
dren of Hemor, the father of Sichem, for a hundred lambs. And 
raising an altar there, he invoked upon it the most mighty God 
of Israel 
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SECT. XV. THE HISTORY OF JACOB IN THE LAND OF CANAAN, 

Jacob's Sojourn in Canaan. — In the mean time God said to Gen.xx: 
Jacob : Arise, and go up to Bethel, and dwell there, and make * 
there an altar to Gk)d, who appeared to thee when thou didst 
flee from Esau thy brother. 

And Jacob having called together all his household, said: 
Cast away the strange gods that are among you, and be cleansed 
and change your garments. Arise, and let us go up to Bethel, 
that we may make there an altar to God : who heard me in the 
day of my aflliction, and accompanied me in my journey. 

So they gave him all the strange gods they had, and the 
earrings which were in their ears : and he buried them under 
the turpentine-tree, that is behind the city of Sichem. And 
when they were departed, the terror of God fell upon all the 
cities round about, and they durst not pursue after them as they 
went away. 

And Jacob came to Luza, which is in the land of Canaan, 
surnamed Bethel : he and all the people that were with him. 
And he built there an altar, and called the name of that ^lace. 
The house of God : for there God appeared to him when he 
fled from his brother. At the same time Debora the nurse of 
Eebecca died, and was buried at the foot of Bethel under an 
oak : and the name of that place was called, The oak of weep- 
ing. 

And God appeared again to Jacob after he returned from 
Mesopotamia of Syria, and He blessed him, saying : Thou 
shalt not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy 
name. And He called him Israel, and said to him : I am 
God Almighty, increase thou and be multiplied. Kations and 
peoples of nations shall be from thee, and kings shall come out 
of thy loins. And the land which I gave to Abraham and 
Isaac, I will give to thee, and to thy seed after thee. And He 
departed from him. 

But he set up a monument of stone, in the place where 
God had spoken to him ; pouring drink-offerings upon it, and 
pouring oil thereon : and calling the name of that place Bethel. 
And going forth from thence, he came in the spring time to the 
land which leadeth. to Ephrata : wherein when Eachel was in 
travail, by reason of her hard labour, she began to be in dan- 
ger, and the midwife said to her : Fear not, for thou shalt have 
this son also. And when her soul was departing for pain, and 
death was now at hand, she called the name of her son Benoni, 
that is, The son of my pain : but his father called him B^\!i^- 
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min, that is, The son of the right hand. So Eachel died, and 
was buried in the highway that leadeth to Ephrata, this is Beth- 
lehem. And Jacob erected a pillar over her sepulchre : this 
is the pillar of Eachel's monument, to this day. Departing 
thence, he pitched his tent beyond the Flock tower. . . 
n.xxxv. Sons of Jacob.— Now the sons of Jacob were twelve. The 
^^" • sons of Lia : Kuben the first bom, and Simeon, and Levi, and 
Juda, and Issachar, and Zabulon. The sons of Eachel, Joseph 
and Benjamin. The sons of Bala, EacheFs handmaid, Dan and 
Nephtali. The sons of Zelpha, Lia's handmaid. Gad and Aser : 
these are the sons of Jacob, that were bom to him in Mesopo- 
tamia of Syria. 

And he came to Isaac his father in Mambre, the city of 
Arbee, this is Hebron : wherein Abraham and Isaac sojourned. 

And the days of Isaac were a hundred and eighty years. 
And being spent with age he died, and was gathered to his people, 
being old and full of days: and his sons I^au and Jacob buried 
him. 



BECT. XVI. THE niSTORY OF JOSEPH. HIS TRIALS AND HUMILIATION. 

Gen. Joseph's Dieams. — And Jacob dwelt in the land of Canaan, 
XXXVII. wherein his father sojoumed. And these are his generations : 
^"^^* Joseph, when he was sixteen years old, was feeding the flock 
with his brethren, being but a boy : and he was with the sons 
of Bala and of Zelpha his father's wives : and he accused his 
brethren to his father of a most wicked crime. Now Israel loved 
Joseph above all his sons, because he had him in his old age: 
and he made him a coat of divers colours. And his brethren 
seeing that he was loved by his father, more than all his sons, 
hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 

Now it fell out also that he told his brethren a dream,* that 
he had dreamed : which occasioned them to hate him the more. 
And he said to them : Hear my dream which I dreamed. I 
thought we were binding sheaves in the field : and my sheaf 
arose as it were, and stood, and your sheaves standing about, 
bowed down before my sheaf. 

His brethren answered : Shalt thou be our king 1 or shall 
we be subject to thy dominion % Therefore this matter of his 
dreams and words ministered nourishment to their envy and 

* These dreams of Joseph were prophetical, and sent from God ; as were 
also those which he interpreted, Gen. xl. and xli. ; otherwise, generally speaking, 
the observing of dreams is condemned, in the Scripture, as superstitious and 
sinful, DouAY Bible. 
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hatred. He dreamed also another dream, which he told his 
brethren, saying : I saw in a dream, as it were the sun, and the 
moon, and eleven stars worshipping me. And when he had 
told this to his father and brethren, his father rebuked him, 
and said : What meaneth this dream that thou hast dreamed ? 
shall I, and thy mother, and thy brethren worship thee upon 
the earth 1 His brethren therefore envied him : but his father 
considered the thing with himself. 

And when his brethren abode in Sichem, feeding their 
father's flocks, Israel said to him : Thy brethren feed the sheep 
in Sichem : come, I will send thee to them. And when he ans- 
wered : I am ready : he said to him : Go, and see if all things 
be well with thy brethren, and the cattle, and bring me word 
again what is doing. 

So being sent from the vale of Hebron, he came to Sichem : 
and a man found him there wandering in the field, and asked 
what he sought. But he answered : I seek my brethren ; tell 
me where they feed the flocks. And the man said to him : 
They are departed from this place : for I heard them say : Let 
us go to Dothain. And Joseph went forward after his bre- 
thren, and found them in Dothain. 

And when they saw him afar off, before he came nigh them, 
they thought to kill him, and said one to another : Behold 
the dreamer cometh. Come, let us kill him, and cast him into 
some old pit : and we will say : Some evil beast hath devoured 
him : and then it shall appear what his dreams avail him. 

And Euben hearing this, endeavoured to deliver him out of 
their hands, and said : Do not take away his life, nor shed his 
blood : but cast him into this pit, that is in the wilderness, and 
keep y.our hands harmless : now he said this, being desirous 
to deliver him out of their hands and to restore him to his 
father. 

And as soon as he came to his brethren, they forthwith 
stript him of his outside coat, that was of divers colours : and 
cast him into an old pit, where there was no water. And sit- 
ting down to eat bread, they saw some Ismaelites on their way 
coming from Galaad, with their camels, carrying spices, and 
balm, and myrrh to Egypt. 

Joseph sold into Egypt. — ^And Juda said to his brethren : Gen. 
What will it profit us to kill our brother, and «n iwqq ^5^5^'' 
conceal his blood? It is better that he be sold * ' '^^' " " 
to the Ismaelites, and that our hands be not defiled : for 
he is our brother and our flesh. His brethren agreed to his 
words. And when the Madianite merchants passed by, they dre^ 
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him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ismaelites, for twenty 
pieces of silver : and they led him into Egypt* 

And Kuhen, returning to the pit, found not the boy. And 
rending his garments he went to his brethren, and said : The 
boy doth not appear, and whither shall I go ? 

And they took his coat, and dipped it in the blood of a 
kid, which they had killed : sending some to carry it to their 
father, and to say : This we have found : see whether it be thy 
son's coat, or not. And the father acknowledging it, said : It 
is my son's coat; an evil wild beast hath eaten Hm, a beast hath 
devoured Joseph. And tearing his garments, he put on sack- 
cloth, mourning for his son a long time. And all his children 
being gathered together to comfort their father in his sorrow, 
he would not receive comfort, but said : I will go down to my 
son into hell,f mourning. 
Gen. Joseph In Putiphar'B House. — And Joseph was brought 
^^^18* ^^^ ^gyP*> ^^^ Putiphar an eunuch of Pharao, chief captain of 
* the army, an Egyptian, bought him of the Ismaelites, by whom 
he was brought. And the Lord was with him, and he was a 
prosperous man in all things : and he dwelt in his master's 
house, who knew very well that the Lord was with him, and 
made all that he did to prosper in his hand. And Joseph 
found favour in the sight of his master, and ministered to him : 
and being set over all by him, he governed the house com- 
mitted to him, and all things that were delivered to him. And 
the Lord blessed the house of the Egyptian for Joseph's sake, 
and multiplied all his substance, both at home and in the 
fields. Neither knew he any other thing, but the bread which 
he ate. And Joseph was of a beautiful countenance, and comely 
to behold. 

And after many days his mistress cast her eyes on Joseph, 
and said ; Come with me. But he in no wise consenting to that 
wicked act, said to her : Behold, my master hath delivered all 
things to me, and knoweth not what he hath in his own house : 
neither is there any thing which is not in my power, or that 
he hath not delivered to me, but thee, who art his wife : how 
then can I do this wicked thing, and sin against my God? 
With such words as these day by day, both the woman was 
importunate with the young man, and he refused the adultery. 

!N"ow it happened on a certain day, that Joseph went into 

* The Madianites, orMidianites, were descendants of Ismael the son of Agar, 
and were often called Ismaelites. 

t Or, as we should say, the grave : it means the place of the departed. So it 
is used in the Creed, 
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the house, and was doing some business without any man with 
him. And she catching the skirt of his garment, said : Come 
with me. But he leaving the garment in her hand, fled, and 
went out. And when the woman saw the garment in her hands, 
and herself disregarded, she called to her the men of her 
house, and said to them : See, he hath brought in a Hebrew, to 
abuse us : he came in to me, to sin with me : and when I cried 
out, and he heard my voice, he left the garment that I held, 
and got him out. For a proof therefore of her fidelity, she 
kept the garment, and showed it to her husband when he re- 
turned home : and said : The Hebrew servant, whom thou 
hast brought, came to me to abuse me. And when he heard 
me cry, he left the garment which I held, and fled out. 

Joseph in Prison. — His master hearing these things, and Gen.xxxi: 
giving too much credit to his wife's words, was very angry, ' 
and cast Joseph into the prison, where the king's prisoners 
were kept, and he was there shut up. But the Lord was with 
Joseph, and having mercy upon him gave him favour in the 
sight of the chief keeper of the prison : who delivered into his 
hand all the prisoners that were kept in custody : and whatso- 
ever was done was under him. Neither did he himself know any 
thing, having committed all things to him : for the Lord was 
with him, and made all that he did to prosper. 

After this, it came to pass, that two eunuchs, the butler Gen. xl. 
and the baker of the king of Egypt, offended their lord. And ^"^^' 
Pharao being angry with them (now the one was chief butler, 
the other chief baker), he sent them to the prison of the com- 
mander of the soldiers, in which Joseph also was prisoner. 
But the keeper of the prison delivered them to Joseph, and he 
served them. Some littl6 time passed, and they were kept in 
custody. And they both dreamed a dream the same night, 
according to the interpretation agreeing to themselves : and 
when Joseph was come in to them in the morning, and saw 
them sad, he asked them saying : Why is your countenance 
sadder to-day than usual 1 They answered : We have dreamed 
a dream, and there is nobody to interpret it to us. And Joseph 
said to them : Doth not interpretation belong to God ? Tell 
me what you have dreamed ? 

The chief butler first told his dream : I saw before me a 
vine, on which were three branches, which by little and little 
sent out buds, and after the blossoms brought forth ripe grapes : 
and the cup of Pharao was in my hand : and I took the grapes, 
and pressed them into the cup which I held, and I gave the 
cup to Pharao. 
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Joseph answered : This is the interpretation of the dieam : 
the three branches are yet three days : after which Pharao will 
remember thy service, and will restore thee to thy former place : 
and thou shalt present him the cup according to thy office, as 
before thou wast wont to do. Only remember me, when, it 
shall be well with thee, and do me this kindness : to put 
Pharao in mind to take me out of this prison : for I was stolen 
away out of the land of the Hebrews, and here without any 
fault was cast into the dungeon. 

The chief baker seeing that he had wisely interpreted the 
dream, said : I also dreamed a dream, that I had three baskets 
of meal upon my head : and that in one basket which was 
uppermost, I carried all meats that are made by the art of bak- 
ing, and that the birds ate out of it. Joseph answered : This 
is the interpretation of the dream : the three baskets are yet 
three days : after which Pharao will take thy head from thee, 
and hang thee on a cross, and the birds shall tear thy flesh. 

The third day after this was the birthday of Pharao : and 
he made a great feast for his servants, and at the banquet 
remembered the chief butler and the chief baker. And he 
restored the one to his place, to present him the cup : the other 
he hanged on a gibbet, that the truth of the interpreter might 
be shown. 

But the chief butler, when things prospered with him, for- 
got his interpreter. 



SECT. XVII, THE UI8T0RY OF JOSEPH CONTINUED. HIS EXALTATION 
AND PROaPERITY. 

Gen. xT.i. Pharao's Dreams. — After two years Pharao had a dream. 
^'^^' He thought he stood by the river, out of which came up seven 
kine, very beautiful and fat : and they fed in nmrshy places. 
Other seven also came up out of the river, ill-favoured, and lean 
fleshed : and they fed on the very bank of the river, in green 
places : and they devoured them whose bodies were very 
beautiful and well conditioned. So Pharao awoke. 

He slept again, and dreamed another dream : seven ears of 
com came up upon one stalk full and fair : then seven other 
ears sprung up thin and blasted, and devoured all the beauty 
of the former. Pharao awaked after his rest. 

And when morning was come, being struck with fear, he 
sent to all the interpreters of Egypt, and to all the wise men : 
and they being called for, he told them his dream, and there 
was not any one that could interpret it. 
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Then at length the chief butler remembering, said : I confess 
my sin : the king being angry with his servants, commanded 
me and the chief baker to be cast into the prison of the captain 
of the soldiers : where in one night both of us dreamed a 
dream foreboding things to come. There was there a young 
man a Hebrew, servant to the same captain of the soldiers : to 
whom we told our dreams. And we heard what afterwards the 
event of the thing proved to be so. For I was restored to my 
of&ce : and he was hanged upon a gibbet. 

Forthwith at the Hng's command, Joseph was brought out 
of the prison ; and they shaved him, and changing his apparel, 
brought him in to him. 

And he said to him : I have dreamed dreams, and there is 
no one that can expound them : now I have heard that thou 
art very wise at interpreting them. Joseph answered : Without 
me, God shall give Pharao a prosperous answer. 

So Pharao told what he had dreamed : Methought I stood 
upon the bank of the river, and seven kine came up out of the 
liver, exceeding beautiful and full of flesh : and they grazed on 
green places in a marshy pasture. And behold, there followed 
these, other seven kine, so very ill-favoured and lean, that I 
never saw the like in the land of Egypt : and they devoured 
and consumed the former, and yet gave no mark of their being 
full : but were as lean and ill-favoured as before. I awoke, 
and then fell asleep again, and dreamed a dream : seven ears 
of corn grew upon one stalk, full and very fair. Other seven also, 
thin and blasted, sprung of the stock : and they devoured the 
Ijeauty of the former : I told this dream to the magicians, and 
there is no man that can expound it. 

Joseph answered : The king's dream is one : God hath shown 
to Pharao what He is about to do. The seven beautiful kine 
and the seven full ears are seven years of plenty : and both 
contain the same meaning of the dream. And the seven lean 
and thin kine that came up after them, and the seven thin ears 
that were blasted with the burning wind, are seven years of 
famine to come : which shall be fulfilled in this order. Behold, 
there shall come seven years of great plenty in the whole land 
of Egypt : after which shall follow other seven years of so 
great scarcity, that all the abundance before shall be forgotten : 
for the famine shall consume all the land, and the greatness of 
the scarcity shall destroy the greatness of the plenty. And for 
that thou didst see the second time a dream pertaining to the 
same thing : it is a token of the certainty, and that the word 
of God Cometh to pass, and is fulfilled speedily. Now therefore 
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let the king provide a wise and industrious man, and make him 
ruler over the land of Egypt : that he may appoint overseers 
over all the countries : and gather into bams the fifth part of 
the fruits, during the seven fruitful years that shall now 
presently ensue : and let all the corn be laid up under Pharao's 
hands, and be reserved in the cities. And let it be in readiness, 
against the famine of seven years to come, which shall oppress 
Egypt, and the land shall not be consumed with scarcity. 
Gen._xLi. Joseph made Governor of Egypt.— The counsel pleased 
Pharao and all his servants. And he said to them : Can we 
find such another man, that is full of the spirit of God ? He 
said therefore to Joseph : Seeing God hath shown thee all that 
thou hast said, can I find one wiser and one like unto thee ? 
Thou shalt be over my house, and at the commandment of thy 
mouth all the people shall obey : only in the kingly throne will 
I be above thee. 

And again Pharao said to Joseph : Behold, I have appointed 
thee over the whole land of Egypt. And he took his ring 
from his own hand," and gave it into his hand : and he put 
upon him a robe of silk, and put a chain of gold about his 
nock. And he made him go up into his second chariot, the 
crier proclaiming that all should bow their knee before him, 
and that they should know he was made governor over the 
whole land of Egypt. And the king said to Joseph: I am 
Pharao : without thy commandment no man shall move hand 
or foot in all the land of Egypt. And he turned his name, and 
called him in the Egyptian tongue The saviour of the world. 
And he gave him to wife Asenetb, the daughter of Putiphar 
priest of Heliopolis. 

Then Joseph went out to the land of Egypt (now he was 
thirty years old when he stood before king Pharao), and he 
went round all the countries of Egypt. And the fruitfulness of 
the seven years came : and the corn being bound up into sheaves 
was gathered together into the barns of Egypt. And all the 
abundance of grain was laid up in every city. And there was so 
great abundance of wheat, that it was equal to the sand of the 
sea, and the plenty exceeded measure. 

And before the famine came, Joseph had two sons bom : 
whom Aseneth, the daughter of Putiphar priest of Heliopolis, 
bore unto him. And he called the name of the first-bom 
Manasses, saying : God hath made me to forget all my labours, 
and my father's house. And he named the second Ephraim, 
saying : God hath made me to grow in the land of my poverty. 

Now when the seven years of the plenty that had been in 
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Egypt were past : the seven years of scarcity, which Joseph 
had foretold, began to come : and the famine prevailed in the 
whole world, but there was bread in all the land of Egypt. 
And when there also they began to be famished, the people 
cried to Pharao for food. And he said to them : Go to Joseph : 
and do all that he shall say to you. 

And the famine increased daily in all the land : and Joseph 
opened all the barns, and sold to the Egyptians : for the 
famine had oppressed them also. And all provinces came into 
Egypt* to huy food, and to seek some relief of their want. 



SECT, Xrill, JOSEPH'S BRETHREN COME TO HIM. HIS TREATMENT 
OF THEM, 

Joseph's Brethren come to Egypt. — And Jacob hearing Gen. xli 
that food was sold in Egypt, said to his sons : Why are ye ^~^^' 
careless? I have heard that wheat is sold in Egypt : go ye 
down, and buy us necessaries, that we may live, and not be 
consumed with want. So the ten brethren of Joseph went 
down, to buy com in Egypt : whilst Benjamin was kept at 
home by Jacob, who said to his brethren : Lest perhaps he take 
any harm in the journey. 

And they entered into the land of Egypt with others that 
went to buy. Eor the famine was in the land of Canaan. 
And Joseph was governor in the land of Egypt, and com was 
sold by his direction to the people. And when his brethren 
had bowed down to him, and he knew them, he spoke as it 
were to strangers somewhat roughly, asking them : Whence 
came you ? They answered : From the land of Canaan to buy 
necessaries of life. And though he knew his brethren, he was 
not known by them. And remembering the dreams, which 
formerly he had dreamed, he said to them : You are spies : you 
are come to view the weaker parts of the land. But they said : 
It is not so, my lord, but thy servants are come to buy food. 
We are all the sons of one man : we are come as peaceable men, 
neither do thy servants go about any evil. And he answered 
them : It is otherwise : you are come to consider the unfenced 
parts of this land.. But they said : We thy servants are twelve 
brethren, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan : the 
youngest is with our father, the other is not living. He saith : 
This is it that I said : You are spies. I shall now presently try 
what you are : by the health of Pharao you shall not depart 
hence, until your youngest brother come. SetA orcia <il ^^"^Hr* 
fetch him : and jou shall be in priaon, \»\X\. -wYvaX ^wslV^m'^ "^ks^^ 
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be proved, whether it he true or false : or else hy the health of 
Pharao you are spies. 

So he put them in prison three days. And the third day 
he brought them out of prison, and said : Do as I have said, 
and you shall live : for I fear God. If you be peaceable men, 
let one of your brethren be bound in prison : and go ye your 
ways, and carry the com that you have bought unto your 
houses. And bring your youngest brother to me, that I may 
find your words to be true, and you may not die. 

They did as he had said. And they talked one to another : 
We deserve to suffer these things, because we have sinned 
against our brother, seeing the anguish of his soul, when he 
besought us, and we would not hear : therefore is this affliction 
come upon us. And Euben, one of them, said : Did not I say 
to you : Do not sin against the boy : and you would not hear 
me ] Behold his blood is required. 

' And they knew not that Joseph understood, because he 
spoke to them by an interpreter. And he turned himself away 
a little while, and wept : and returning he spoke to them. 
And taking Simeon, and binding him in their presence, he 
commanded his servants to fill their sacks with wheat, and to 
put every man's money again in their sacks, and to give them 
besides provisions for the way : and they did so. But they 
having loaded their asses with the corn, went their way. 

And one of them opening his sack, to give his beast pro- 
vender in the inn, saw the money in the sack's mouth. And 
said to his brethren : My money is given me again, behold it is 
in the sack. And they were astonished, and troubled, and said 
to one another : What is this that God hath done unto us 1 

And they came to Jacob their father in the land of Canaan, 
and they told him all things that had befallen them, saying : 
The lord of the land spoke roughly to us, and took us to be 
spies of the country. And wo answered him : We are peace- 
able men, and we mean no plot. We are twelve brethren bom 
of one father : one is not living, the youngest is with our father 
in the land of Canaan. And he said to us : Hereby shall I 
know that you are peaceable men : leave one of your brethren 
with me, and take ye necessary provision for your houses, and 
go your ways. And bring your youngest brother to me, that 
I may know you are not spies, and you may receive this man 
again, that is kept in prison, and afterwards may have leave 
to buy what you will. 

When they had told this, they poured out their com, and 
every man found his money tied in the mouth of his sack : and 
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all being astonished together, their father Jacob said : You have 
made me to be without children : Joseph is not living, Simeon 
is kept in bonds, and Benjamin you will take away : all these 
«vils are fallen upon me. And Euben answered him : Kill my 
two sons, if I bring him not again to thee : deliver him into 
my hand, and I will restore him to thee. But he said: My 
son shall not go down with you : his brother is dead, and he is 
left alone ; if any mischief befall him in the land to which you 
go, you will bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to hell. 

Their second Journey. — In the mean time the famine was Gen. xui 
heavy upon all the land. And when they had eaten up all the ^^^' 
corn, which they had brought out of Egypt, Jacob said to his 
sons : Go again and buy us a little food. 

Juda answered : The man declared unto us with the attesta- 
tion of an oath, saying : You shall not see my face, unless you 
bring your youngest brother with you. If therefore thou wilt 
send him with us, we wiU set out together, and will buy neces- 
saries for thee. But if thou wilt not, we will not go : for the 
man, as we have often said, declared unto us, saying : You shall 
not see my face without your youngest brother. 

Israel said to them : You have done this for my misery, in 
that you told him you had also another brother. But they 
answered : The man asked us in order concerning our kindred : 
if our father lived : if we had a brother : and we answered him 
regularly, according to what he demanded : could we know that 
he would say: Bring hither your brother with you? And 
Juda said to his father : Send the boy with me, that we may 
set forward, and may live : lest both we and our children perish. 
I take the boy upon me, require him at my hand : unless I 
bring him again, and restore him to thee, I will be guilty of 
sin against thee for ever. If delay had not been made, we had 
been here again the second time. 

Then Israel said to them : If it must needs be so, do what 
you will : take of the best fruits of the land in your vessels, 
and carry down presents to the man, a little balm, and honey, 
and storax, myrrh, turpentine, and almonds. And take with 
you double money, and carry back what you found in your 
sacks, lest perhaps it was done by mistake. And take also 
your brother, and go to the man. And may my Almighty God 
make him favourable to you : and send back with you your 
brother, whom he keepeth, and this Benjamin : and as for me 
I shall be desolate without children. 

So the men took the presents, and double money, and Ben- 
jamin, and went down into Egypt, and stood before Joaeijklv, 
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And when he had seen them, and Benjamin with them, he 
commanded the steward of his house, saying : Bring in the men 
into the house, and kill victims, and prepare a feast : because 
they shall eat with me at noon. He did as he was commanded, 
and brought the men into the house. 

And they being much afraid, said there one to another : 
Because of the money, which we carried back the first time in 
our sacks, we are brought in : that he may bring upon us a 
false accusation, and by violence make slaves of us and our 
asses. Wherefore going up to the steward of the house, at the 
door, they said : Sir, we desire thee to hear us : we came down 
once before to buy food : and when we had bought, and come 
to the inn, we opened our sacks, and found our money in the 
mouths of the sacks, which we have now brought again in the 
same weight. And we have brought other money besides, to- 
buy what we want : we cannot tell who put it in our bags. 

But he answered : Peace be with you, fear not : your God, 
and the God of your father, hath given you treasure in your 
sacks. For the money, which you gave me, I have for good. 
And he brought Simeon out to them. And having brought 
them into the house, he fetched water, and they washed their 
feet, and he gave provender to their asses. But they made 
ready the presents, against Joseph came at noon : for they had 
heard that they should eat bread there. 

Then Joseph came into his house, and they offered him the 
presents, holding them in their hands, and they bowed down 
with their face to the ground. But he coui-teously saluting them 
again, asked them, saying : Is the old man your father in health 
of whom you told me ? Is he yet living ? And they answered : 
Thy servant our father is in health, he is yet living. And bow- 
ing themselves they made obeisance to him. And Joseph lift- 
ing up his eyes, saw Benjamin, his brother by the same mother, 
and said : Is this your young brother, of whom you told me ? 
And he said : God be gracious to thee, my son. And he made 
haste because his heart was moved upon his brother, and tears 
gushed out : and going into his chamber he wept. And when 
he had washed his face, coming out again, he refrained himself, 
and said : Set bread on the table. And when it was set on, for 
Joseph by himself, and for his brethren by themselves, for the 
Egyptians also that ate with him by themselves (for it is un- 
lawful for the Egyptians to eat with the Hebrews, and they 
think such a feast profane) : they sat before him, the first-bom 
according to his birthright, and the youngest according to his 
age. And they wondered very much, taking the messes which 
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they received of him : and the greater mess came to Benjamin, 
^0 that it exceeded by five parts. And they drank, $ind were 
merry with him. 

Joseph's Treatment of his Brethren. — And Joseph com- Gen. xuv. 
manded the steward of his house, saying : Fill their sacks with 1~^.^- 
corn, as much as they can hold : and put the money of every 
one in the top of his sack. And in the mouth of the younger*s 
sack put my silver cup, and the price which he gave for the 
wheat. And it was so done. 

And when the morning arose, they were sent away with 
their asses. And when they were now departed out of the city, 
and had gone forward a little way, Joseph sending for the 
steward of his house, said: Arise and pursue after the men: 
and when thou hast overtaken them, say to them : Why have 
you returned evil for good ? The cup which you have stolen 
is that in which my lord drinketh, and in which he is wont to 
divine :* you have done a very evil thing. 

He did as he had commanded him. And having overtaken 
them, he spoke to them the same words. And they answered : 
Why doth our lord speak so, as though thy servants had com- 
mitted so heinous a fact? The money, that we found in the 
top of our sacks, we brought back to theq from the land of 
Canaan : how then should it be that we should steal out of thy 
lord's house, gold or silver? With whomsoever of thy servants 
shall be found that which thou seekest, let him die, and we will 
be the bondmen of my lord. 

And he said to them : Let it be according to your sentence : 
with whomsoever it shall be found, let him be my servant, and 
you shall be blameless. Then they speedily took down their 
sacks to the ground, and every man opened his sack. Which 
when he had searched, beginning at the eldest and ending at 
the youngest, he found the cup in Benjamin's sack. Then they 
rent their garments, and loading their asses again, returned into 
the town. 

And Juda at the head of his brethren went in to Joseph 
(for he was not yet gone out of the place), and they all together 
fell down before him on the ground. And he said to them : 
Why would you do so ? know you not that there is no one like 
me in the science of divining.t And Juda said to him : What 
shall we answer my lord ? or what shall we say, or be able justly 
to allege ? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants : 

* * The steward represented Joseph's power of divixua^^lXiet \iv"^ «^?ra. ^oc^'o.- 
fltitious manner of conceiving it' Kenrick. 

t He reiera to bis success in interpreting dreamB. 
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behold, we are all bondmen to my lord, both we and he with 
whom the cup was found. Joseph answered : God forbid that 
I shoidd do so : he that stole the cup, he shall be my bondman^ 
and go you away free to your father. 

Then Juda coming nearer, said boldly : I beseech thee, my 
lord, let thy servant speak a word in thy ears, and be not angry 
with thy servant : for after Pharao thou art, my lord. Thou 
didst ask thy seiTants the first time : Have you a faihei or a 
brother ? And we answered thee, my lord : We have a father, 
an old man, and a young boy, that was bom in his old age ; 
whose brother by the mother is dead ; and he alone is left of 
his mother, and his father loveth him tenderly. And thou saidst 
to thy servants : Bring him hither to me, and I will set my 
eyes on him. We said to my lord : The boy cannot leave his 
father : for if he leave him, he will die. And thou saidst to thy 
servants: Except your youngest brother come with you, you 
shall see my face no more. Therefore when we were gone up 
to thy servant our father, we told him all that my lord had said. 
And our father said : Go again, and buy us a little wheat. And 
we said to him : We cannot go : if our youngest brother go- 
down with us, we will set out together ; otherwise, without him« 
we dare not see the man's face. Whereunto he answered: You 
know that my wife bore me two. One went out, and you said : 
A beast devoured him : and hitherto he appeareth not. If you 
take this also, and anything befall him in the way, you will 
bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. Therefore^ 
if I shall go to thy servant our father, and the boy be wanting 
(whereas his life dependeth upon the life of him), and he shall 
see that he is not with us, he will die, and thy servants shall 
bring down his gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. Let me be 
thy proper servant, who took him into my trust, and promised 
saying : If I bring him not again, I will be guilty of sin against 
my father for ever. Therefore I thy servant will stay instead of 
the boy in the service of my lord, and let the boy go \tp with his- 
brethren. For I cannot return to my father without the boy, 
lest I be a witness of the calamity that will oppress my father. 
Gen. xLv. Joseph makes himself known. — Joseph could no longer 
^" ^' refrain himself before many that stood by : whereupon he com- 
manded that all should go out, and no stranger be present at 
their knowing one another. 

And he lifted up his voice with weeping, which the Egypt- 
ians and all the house of Pharao heard. And he said to his 
brethren : I am Joseph ; is my father yet living 1 His brethreiL 
could not answer him, being struck with exceeding great fear. 
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And he said mildly to them : Come nearer to me. And 
when they were come near him, he said : I am Joseph, your 
brother, whom you sold into Egypt. Be not afraid, and let it 
not seem to you a hard case that you sold me into these coun- 
tries : for God sent me before you into Egypt for your preser- 
vation. For it is two years since the famine began to be upon 
the land, and five years more remain, wherein there can be nei- 
ther ploughing nor reaping. And God sent me before, that you 
may be preserved upon the earth, and may have food to live. 
Not by your counsel was I sent hither, but by the will of God: 
who hath made me as it were a father to Pharao, and lord of his 
whole house, and governor in all the land of Egypt. Make 
haste, and go ye up to my father, and say to him : Thus saith 
thy son Joseph : God hath made me lord of the whole land of 
Egypt : come down to me, linger not. And thou shalt dwell 
in the land of Gessen, and thou shalt be near me, thou and thy 
sons, and thy sons' sons, thy sheep, and thy herds, and all things 
that thou hast. And there I will feed thee (for there are yet 
five years of famine remaining), lest both thou perish, and thy 
house, and all things that thou hast. Behold, your eyes and the 
eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my mouth that 
speaketh to you. You shall tell my father of all my glory, and 
all things that you have seen in Egypt : make haste and bring 
him to me. And falling upon the neck of his brother Benjamin, 
he embraced him and wept : and Benjamin in like manner wept 
also on his neck. And Joseph kissed all his brethren, and wept 
upon every one of them : after which they were emboldened to 
speak to him. 

And it was heard, and the fame wj^s abroad in the king's 
court : The brethren of Joseph are come : and Pharao with all 
his family was glad. And he spoke to Joseph that he should 
give orders to his brethren, saying : Load your beasts, and go 
into the land of Canaan. And bring away from thence your 
father and kindred, and come to me : and I will give you all 
the good things of Egypt, that you may eat the marrow of the 
land. Give orders also that they take wagons out of the land 
of Egypt, for the carriage of their children and their wives : and 
say: Take up your father, and make haste to come with all 
speed. And leave nothing of your household stuff : for all the 
riches of Egypt shall be yours. 

And the sons of Israel did as they were bid. And Joseph 
gave them wagons according to Pharao's commandment: and 
provisions for the way. He ordered also to be brought out for 
every one of them two robes : but to Benjamin he gave tlass^^ 
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liundred pieces of silver with five robes of the best : sending to 
liis father as much money and raiment, adding besides ten he- 
asses to cany of all the riches of Egypt, and as many she-asses, 
carrying wheat and bread for the journey. So he sent away his 
brethren, and at their departing said to them : Be not angry in 
the way. And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the 
land of Canaan to their father Jacob. And they told him, say- 
ing : Joseph thy son is living : and he is ruler in all the land 
of Egypt. Which when Jacob heard, he awaked as it were out 
of a deep sleep, yet did not believe them. They, on the other 
side, told the whole order of the thing. And when he saw the 
wagons and all that he had sent, his spirit revived. And he 
said : It is enough for me, if Joseph my son be yet living : I 
will go and see him before I die. 

BECT, XIX. JACOB AND JUS FAMILY GO DOWN TO EGYPT. 

lu xLvi. Jacob goes down to Egypt. — And Israel taking his journey, 

^"7' « n 1 wAg with all that he had, came to the well of the oath, 

• • * and killing victims there to the God of his father 

Isaac, he heard Him by a vision in the night calling him, and 

saying to him : Jacob, Jacob. And he answered Him : Lo, here 

lam. 

God said to him: I am the moat mighty God of thy father: 
fear not, go down into Egypt, for I will make a great nation of 
thee there. I will go down with thee thither, and will bring 
thee back again from thence : Joseph also shall put his hands 
upon thy eyes. 

And Jacob rose up from the well of the oath ; and his sons 
took him up, with their children and wives in the wagons, which 
Pharao had sent to carry the old man, and all that he had in 
the land of Canaan : and he came into Egypt with all his seed: 
his sons, and grandsons, daughters, and all his offspring to- 
gether. 
aniXLvi. All the souls that went with Jacob into Egypt, and that 
^^^' came out of his thigh, besides his sons' wives, sixty-six. And 
the sons of Joseph, that were bom to him in the land of Egypt, 
two souls. All the soids of the house of Jacob, that entered into 
Egypt, were seventy. 

And he sent Juda before him to Joseph, to tell him ; and 
that he should meet him in Gessen. And when he was come 
thither, Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet 
his father, in the same place : and seeing him, he fell upon his 
neck, and embracing him wept. And the father said to tfoseph: 
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Now shall I die with joy, hecause I have seen thy face, and 
leave thee alive. 

And Joseph said to his brethren, and to all his father's 
house : I will go up, and will tell Pharao, and will say to him : 
My brethren and my father's house, that were in the land of 
Canaan, are come to me : and the men are shepherds, and their 
occupation is to feed cattle: their flocks and herds, and all they 
have, they have brought with them. And when he shall call 
you, and shall say: What is your occupation? you shall answer: 
We thy servants are shepherds, from our infancy until now, 
both we and our fathers. And this you shall say, that you may 
dwell in the land of Gessen, because the Egyptians have all shep- 
herds in abomination. 

The Israelites settle in Egypt. — Then Joseph went in and Gen. xlvi: 
told Pharao, saying : My father and brethren, their sheep and ^"^^* 
their herds, and all that they possess, are come out of the land 
of Canaan : and behold they stay in the land of Gessen. Five 
men also, the last of his brethren, he presented before the king : 
and he asked them : What is your occupation ? They answered : 
We thy servants are shepherds, both we and our fathers. We 
are come to sojourn in thy land, because there is no grass for the 
flocks of thy servants, the famine being very grievous in the land 
of Canaan : and we pray thee to give orders that we thy servants 
may be in the land of Gessen. The king therefore said to Joseph : 
Thy father and thy brethren are come to thee. The land of 
Egypt is before thee : make them dwell in the best place, and 
give them the land of Gessen. And if thou knowest that there 
are industrious men among them, make them rulers over my cattle. 

After this Joseph brought in his father to the king, and pre- 
sented him before him, and he blessed him. And being asked 
by him : How many are the days of the years of thy life ? he 
answered : The days of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty 
ye^rs, few and evil, and they are not come up to the days of the 
pilgrimage of my fathers. And blessing the king he went out. 

But Joseph gave a possession to his father and his brethren 
in Egypt, in the best place of the land, in Eamesses, as Pharao 
had commanded. And he nourished them, and all his father's 
house, allowing food to every one. For in the whole world there 
was want of bread, and a famine had oppressed the land ; more 
especially of Egypt and Canaan. Out of which he gathered up 
all the money for the corn which they bought, and brought it 
into the king's treasure. And when the buyers wanted money, 
all Egypt came to Joseph, saying : Give us bread : why should 
we die in thy presence, having now no money ? 
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And he answered them : Bring me your cattle, and for them 
I will give you food, if you have no money. And when they 
had brought them, he gave them food in exchange for their 
horses, and sheep, and oxen, and asses : and he maintained them 
that year for the exchange of their cattle. And they came the 
second year, and said to him : We will not hide from our lord, 
how that our money is spent, and our cattle also are gone : nei- 
ther art thou ignorant that we have nothing now left hut our 
bodies and our lands. Why therefore shall we die before thy 
eyes ? we will be thine, both we and our lands : buy us to be 
the king's servants, and give us seed, lest for want of tillers the 
land be turned into a wilderness. 

So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt, every man selling 
his possessions, because of the greatness of the famine. And he 
brought it into Pharao*s hands : and all its people from one end 
of the borders of Egypt, even to the other end thereof, except 
the land of the priests, which had been given them by the king : 
to whom also a certain allowance of food was given out of the 
public stores, and therefore they were not forced to sell their 
possessions. 

Then Joseph said to the people : Behold, as you see, both you 
and your lands belong to Pharao ; take seed and sow the fields, 
that you may have com. The fifth parb you shall give to the 
king : the other four you shall have for seed, and for food for 
your families and children. And they answered : Our life is in 
thy hand ; only let my lord look favourably upon us, and we 
will gladly serve the king. From that time unto this day, in 
the whole land of Egypt, the fifth part is paid to the king, and 
it is become as a law, except the land of the priests, which was 
free from this covenant. 

So Israel dwelt in Egypt, that is, in the land of Gessen, and 
possessed it, and grew, and was multiplied exceedingly. And he 
lived in it seventeen years : and all the days of his life came to 
a hundred and forty-seven years. 

And when he saw that the day of his death drew nigh, he 
called his son Joseph, and said to him : If I have found favour 
in thy sight, put thy hand under my thigh ; and thou shalt show 
me this kindness and truth, not to bury me in Egypt : but I will 
sleep with my fathers, and thou shalt take me away out of this 
land, and bury me in the burying place of my ancestors. And 
Joseph answered him : I will do what thou hast commanded. 
And he said : Swear then to me. And as he was swearing, 
Israel adored God, turning to the bed's head. 
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SECT. XX, JACOB'S DEATH, AND AFTERWARDS JOSEPH'S, 

Jacob's dying BlesBing. — After these things, it was told Gen. 
Joseph that his father was sick : and he set out to go to him, ?^^^'"^' 
taking his two sons Manasses and Ephraim. And it was told ~ * 
the old man : Behold thy son Joseph cometh to thee. And 
being strengthened he sat on his bed. 

And when Joseph was come in to him, he said : God Almighty 
appeared to me at Luza, which is in the land of Canaan : and He 
blessed me, and He said : I will cause thee to increase and mul- 
tiply, and I will make of thee a multitude of people : and I will 
give this land to thee, and to thy seed after thee for an everlast- 
ing possession. So thy two sons, who were bom to thee in the 
land of Egypt before I came hither to thee, shall be mine : 
Ephraim and Manasses shall be reputed to me as Kuben and 
Simeon. But the rest whom thou shalt have after them shall 
be thine, and shall be called by the name of their brethren in 
their possessions. For, when I came out of Mesopotamia, Rachel 
died &om me in the land of Canaan in the very journey, and 
it was spring time : and 1 was going to Ephrata, and I buried 
her near the way of Ephrata, which by another name is called 
Bethlehem. 

Then seeing his sons, he said to him : Who are these 1 He 
answered : They are my sons, whom God hath given me in this 
place. And he said : Bring them to me that I may bless them. 
For Israel's eyes were dim by reason of liis great age, and he 
could not see clearly. And when they were brought to him, 
he kissed and embraced them. 

And he blessed them at that time, saying : In thee shall Gen. 
Israel be blessed, and it shall be said : God do to thee as to 20-n^' 
Ephraim, and as to Manasses. And he set Ephraim before 
Manasses. And he said to Joseph his son : Behold I die, and 
God will be with you, and will bring you back into the land of 
your fathers. 

And Jacob called his sons, and said to them : Gather your- Gen. xli 
selves together that I may tell you the things that shall befall ^-^' 
you in the last days. Gather yourselves together, and hear, O 
ye sons of Jacob, hearken to Israel your father.* 

* Jacob prophesied of each of his sons. Of Juda he said : The sceptre shall 
not he taken away ft^am Juda, nor a ruler from his thigh, till Be come that is to 
he sent, and He shall he the expectation of nations, ' It is generally admitted 
that this tenn regards the Messiah. The supreme power continued, Iw <5.VkR:iOTssv 
or another, with no serious interruption in tlie tT'\\i^ ox ?i\,\«a&\,YJi>iXv^^^>itV3^^ 
in which this tribe was chief, until the daya ot o\n: ^^^^^Tft^et.^ '^jbss^xss*^. 
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iiuxLix. Jacob's Death. — And when he had ended the command- 

^"' ments, wherewith he instructed his sons, he drew up his feet 

upon the bed, and died : and he was gathered to his people. 

^^' ^ And when Joseph saw this, he fell upon his father's face, 

* weeping and kissing him. And he commanded his servants 

the physicians to embalm his father. 

And while they were fulfilling his commands, there passed 
forty days : for this was the manner with bodies that were em- 
balmed, and Egypt mourned for him seventy days. And the 
time of the mourning being expired, Joseph spoke to the family 
of Pharao : If I have found favour in your sight, speak in the 
ears of Pharao : for my father made me swear to him, saying : 
Behold I die : thou shalt bury me in my sepulchre which I 
have digged for myself in the land of Canaan. So I will go up 
and bury my father, and return. 

And Pharao said to him : Go up and bury thy father accord- 
ing as he made thee swear. So he went up, and there went 
with him all the ancients of Pharao's house, and all the elders 
of the land of Egypt; and the house of Joseph with his 
brethren, except their children, and their flocks and herds, 
which they left in the land of Gessen. He had also in his 
train chariots and horsemen : and it was a great company. And 
they came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is situated be- 
yond the Jordan : where celebrating the exequies with a great 
and vehement lamentation, they spent full seven days. 

And when the inhabitants of Canaan saw this, they said : 
This is a great mourning to the Egyptians. And therefore the 
name of that place was called. The mourning of Egypt. So the 
sons of Jacob did as he had commanded them. And carrying 
him into the land of Canaan, they buried him in the double 
cave which Abraham had bought together with the field for a 
possession of a burying place, of Ephron the Hethite over- 
against Mambre. 

And Joseph returned into Egypt with his brethren, and all 
that were in his company, after he had buried his father. !N"ow 
he being dead, his brethren were afraid, and talked one with 
another : Lest perhaps he should remember the wrong he suf- 
fered, and requite us all the evil that we did to him. And they 
sent a message to him, saying : Thy father commanded us before 
he died, that we should say thus much to thee from him : I 
beseech thee to forget the wickedness of thy brethren, and the 
fiin and malice they practised against thee : we also pray thee 
to forgive the servants of the God of thy father this wickedness. 
And when Joseph, heard this he wept. 
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And his brethren came to him : and worshipping prostrate 
on the ground they said : We are thy servants. And ho 
answered them : Fear not : can we resist the will of God ? You 
thought evil against me : but God turned it into good, that He 
might exalt me, as at present you see, and might save many 
people. Fear not : I will feed you and your children. And 
he comforted them, and spoke gently and mildly. 

Joseph's Death. — And he dwelt in Egypt, with all his Gen. u 
father's house : and lived a hundred and ten years, j^n icok 22~^^* 
And he saw the children of Ephraim to the third * ' 
generation. The children also of Machir the son of Manasses 
were borne on Joseph's knees. After which he told his brethren : 
God will visit you after my death, and will make you go up out 
of this land, to the land which He swore to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. And he made them swear to him, saying : God will 
visit you, carry my bones with you out of this place. 

And he died, being a hundred and ten years old. And being 
embalmed he was laid in a coffin in Egypt. 



THE BOOK OF JOB. 

This book takes its name from the holy man of whom it treats ; who, according 
to the more probable opinion, was of the race of Esau. It is uncertain who 
was the writer of it. Some attribute it to Job himself; others to Moses, or 
some one of the prophets. It is considered to be of great antiquity, but the 
exact time in which Job lived is not known. 

SECT. XXh JOB'S PROSPERITY, BE JS TRIED BY AFFLICTIONS, 

Job's Prosperity. — There was a man in the land of Hus,* job u 
whose name was Job, and that man was simple and « n \kc\c\ ^"^^* 
upright, and fearing God, and avoiding evil. And 
there were bom to him seven sods and three daughters. And 
his possession was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand 
camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she- 
asses, and a family exceeding great : and this man was great 
among all the people of the east. And his sons went, and made 
a feast by houses every one in his day. And sending they called 
their three sisters to eat and drink with them. And when the 
days of their feasting were gone about, Job sent to them, and 
sanctified them : and rising up early offered holocausts for every 

* It is not known where this was. Some think it to have b^RSo. ^iwX. ^"L 
Idumea. 
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one of them. For he said : Lest perhaps my sons have sinned, 
and have blessed* God in their hearts. So did Job all days. 

Now on a certain day when the sons of Godf came to stand 
before the Lord, Satan also was present among them. And the 
Lord said to him : Whence comest thou ? And he answered 
and said: I have gone round about the earth, and walked 
through it. And the Lord said to him : Hast thou considered 
My servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, *a 
simple and upright man, and fearing God, and avoiding evil 1 
And Satan answering, said : Doth Job fear God in vain ? Hast 
not Thou made a fence for him, and his house, and all his sub- 
stance round about, blessed the works of his hands, and his 
possession hath increased on the earth ? But stretch forth Thy 
hand a little, and touch all that he hath, and see if he blesseth 
Thee not to Thy face. Then the Lord said to Satan : Behold, all 
that he hath is in thy hand : only put not forth thy hand upon 
his person. And Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord. 
^T^'b I. His Afflictions. — Now upon a certain day when his sons and 
' daughters were eating and drinking wine in the house of their 
eldest brother, there came a messenger to Job, and said : The 
oxen were ploughing, and the asses feeding beside them, and 
the Sabeans rushed in, and took all away, and slew the servants 
with the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell thee. And 
while he was yet speaking, another came, and said : The fire of 
God fell from heaven, and striking the sheep and the servants, 
hath consumed them, and I alone have escaped to tell thee. 
And while he also was yet speaking, there came another, and 
said : The Chaldeans made three troops, and have fallen upon 
the camels, and taken them ; moreover they have slain the ser- 
vants with the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell thee. 
He was yet speaking, and behold another came in, and said : 
Thy sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in the 
house of their elder brother. A violent wind came on a sudden 
from the side of the desert, and shook the four comers of the 
house, and it fell upon thy children and they are dead, and I- 
alone have escaped to tell thee. 

* Blessed, For greater horror of the very thought of hlasphemy, the Scrip- 
ture, both here and ver. 11, and in the foUowmg chapter, ver. 5 and 9, uses the 
word bless to signify its contrary. Douay Bible. , 

+ The sons of God — the angels. This passage represents to us in a figure, 
accommodated to the ways and understandings of men, 1. The restless en- 
deavours of Satan against the servants of Grod. 2. That he can do nothing 
without God's permission. 3. That God doth not permit him to tempt them 
above their strength : but assists them by His divine grace in such manner, 
that the vain efforts of the enemy only serve to illustrate their virtue and in- 
crease their merit. Douay Bible. 
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Then Job rose up, and rent his garments, and having shaven 
his head fell down upon the ground and worshipped, and said : 
Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I re- 
turn thither ; the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away : as 
it hath pleased the Lord, so is it done : blessed be the name of 
the Lord. In all these things Job sinned not by his lips, nor 
spoke he any foolish thing against God. 

And it came to pass when on a certain day the sons of God ^^ ^^• 
came, and stood before the Lord, and Satan came among them, 
and stood in His sight, that the Lord said to Satan : Whence 
comest thou ? And he answered, and said : I have gone roimd 
about the earth, and walked through it. And the Lord said 
to Satan : Hast thou considered My servant Job, that there is 
none like him in the earth, a man simple, and upright, and 
fearing God, and avoiding evil, and still keeping his innocence ? 
But thou hast moved Me against him, that I should afflict him 
without cause. And Satan answered, and said : Skin for skin, 
and all that a man hath he will give for his life : but put forth 
Thy hand, and touch hig bone and his flesh, and then Thou 
shalt see that he will bless Thee to Thy face. And the Lord 
said to Satan : Behold he is in thy hand, but yet save his life. 

Job's Patience. — So Satan went forth from th6 presence of Jo^ "• 
the Lord, and struck Job with a very grievous ulcer, from the '" 
fiole of the foot even to the top of his head. And he took a 
potsherd and scraped the corrupt matter, sitting on a dunghill. 
And his wife said to him : Dost thou still continue in thy sim- 
plicity ? bless God and die. And he said to her : Thou hast 
spoken like one of the foolish women : if we have received good 
things at the hand of God, why should we not receive evil 1 In 
all these 'things Job did not sin with his lips. 

' Now when Job's three friends heard all the evil that had 
befallen him, they came every one from his own place, Eliphaz 
the Themanite, and Baldad the Suhite, and Sophar the Na- 
amathite. For they had made an appointment to come toge- 
ther and visit him, and comfort him. And when they had lift 
up their eyes afar ofl', they knew him not ; and crying out they 
wept, and rending their garments they sprinkled dust upon 
their heads toward heaven. And they sat with him on the 
^ound seven days and seven nights, and no man spoke to him 
a word : for they saw that his grief was very great. 
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SECT, XXII. ELIPHAZ REBUKES JOB. JOB'S ANSWER TO HIS FRIEKDS. 

Job IV. Eliphaz's Beproof. — ^Then Eliphaz the Themanite answered, 
"" ' and said : 

If we begin to speak to thee, perhaps thou wilt take it ill, 
but who can withhold the words he hath conceived ? 

Behold thou hast taught many, and thou hast strengthened 
the weary hands : 

Thy words have confirmed them that were staggering, and 
thou hast strengthened the trembling knees : 

But now the scourge is come upon thee, and thou faintest : 
it hath touched thee, and thou art troubled. 

Where is thy fear, thy fortitude, thy patience, and the per- 
fection of thy ways ? 

Kemember, I pray thee, who ever perished being innocent ? 
or when were the just destroyed 1 

On the contrary I have seen those who work iniquity, and 
sow sorrows, and reap them. 

Perishing by the blast of God, and consumed by the spirit 
of His wrath. 

The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the lioness, and the 
teeth of the whelps of lions are broken : 

The tiger hath perished for want of prey, and the young 
lions are scattered abroad. 

Now there was a word spoken to me in private, and my ears- 
by stealth as it were received the veins of its whisper. 

In the horror of a vision by night, when deep sleep is wont 
to hold men. 

Fear seized upon me, and trembling, and all my bones were 
aflfrighted : 

And when a spirit passed before me, the hair of my flesh 
stood up. 

There stood one whose countenance I knew not, an image 
before my eyes, and I heard the voice as it were of a gentie 
wind : 

Shall man be justified in comparison of God, or shall a man 
be more pure than his Maker ? 

Behold they that serve Him are not stedfast, and in His 
angels He found wickedness : 

How much more shall they that dwell in houses of clay, who- 
have an earthly foundation, be consumed as with the moth 1 

From morning till evening they shall be cut down : and be- 
cause no one understandeth, they shall perish for ever. 
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And they^that shall be left shall be taken away&om them : 
they shall die, and not in wisdom. 

Job's Answer. — Then Job answered, and said : ^^^L^™- 

How long do you affict my soul, and break me in pieces 
with words ? 

Behold, these ten times you confound me, and are not 
ashamed to oppress me. 

For if I have been ignorant, my ignorance shall be with me. 

But you set yourselves up against me, and reprove me with 
my reproaches. 

At least now understand, that God hath afflicted me severely, 
and compassed me with His scourges. 

Behold, I shall cry suffering violence, and no one will hear : 
I shall cry aloud, and there is none to judge. 

He hath hedged in my path round about, and I cannot pass, 
and in my way He hath set darkness. 

He hath stript me of my glory, and hath taken the crown 
from my head. 

He hath destroyed me on every side, and I am lost, and He 
hath taken away my hope, as from a tree that is plucked up. 

His wrath is kindled against me, and He hath counted me 
as His enemy. 

His troops have come together, and have made themselves 
a way by me, and have besieged my tabernacle round about. 

He hath put my brethren far from me, and my acquaintance, 
like strangers, have departed from me. 

My kinsmen have forsaken me, and they that knew me have 
forgotten me. 

They that dwell in my house and my maid-servants have 
counted me as a stranger, and I have been like an alien in their 



I called my servant, and he gave me no answer, I entreated 
Mm with my own mouth. 

My wife hath abhorred my breath, and I entreated the chil- 
dren of my womb. 

Even fools despised me, and when I was gone from them, 
they spoke against me. 

They that were some time my counsellors have abhorred 
me : and he whom I loved most is turned against me. ^^.^ 

The flesh being consumed, my bone hath cleaved to my stin, 
and nothing but lips are left about my teeth. 

Have pity on me, have pity on me, at least you my friends, 
because the hand of the Lord hath touched ms^. 
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Why do you persecute me as God, and glut yourselves with 
my flesh ? 

Who will grant me that my words may he written! who 
will grant me that they may be marked down in a hook ? 

With an iron pen and in a plate of lead, or else be graven 
with an instrument in flint-stone 1 

For I know that my Redeemer livethy and in the last day I 
shall rise out of the earth. 

And I shall he clothed a>gain with my skin, and in my flesh I 
shall see my God* 

Whom I myself shall see, and my eyes shall behold, and not 
another : this my hope is laid up in my bosom. 

Why then do you say now : Let us persecute him, and let 
us find occasion of word against him % 

Flee then from )bh^ face of the sword, for the sword is the 
revenger of iniquities : and know ye that there is a judgment. 

SECT. XXIII, JOB'S SUBMISSION TO GOD. HIS RETURN TO PROSPERITY, 

Job xLii. Job's Submission. — Then Job answered the Lord, and said : 
1-6. I know that Thou canst do all things, and no thought is hid 
from Thee. Who is this that hideth counsel without knowledge % 
Therefore I have spoken unwisely, and things that above mea- 
sure exceeded my knowledge. Hear, and I will speak : I will 
ask Thee, and do Thou tell me. With the hearing of the ear I 
have heard Thee, but now my eye seeth Thee. Therefore I repre- 
hend myself, and do penance in dust and ashes. 

Jobxui. He intercedes for his Friends. — And after the Lord had 
7-9. spoken these words to Job, He said to Eliphaz the Themanite : 
My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends, 
because you have not spoken the thing that is right before Me, 
as My servant Job hath. Take unto you therefore seven oxen, 
and seven rams, and go to My servant Job, and offer for your- 
selves a holocaust : and My servant Job shall pray for you : his 
face I will accept, that foUy be not imputed to you : for you 
have not spoken right things before Me, as My servant Job hath. 
So Eliphaz the Themanite, and Baldad the Suhite, and Sophar 
the I^aamathite went, and did as the Lord had spoken to them, 
and the Lord accepted the face of Job. 

^^^0^6* ^^ Eestoration. — The Lord also was turned at the penance 
'*' These verses show Job*s explicit belief in his Redeemer, and also in the 
resurrection of the flesh : not as one tree riseth in place of another, but that 
the selfsame flesh shall rise at the last day, by the power of God, cnanged in 
qualitjr but not in substance, every one to receive sentence according to his 
works in this life. Douay Bible. 
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•of JoId, when he prayed for his friends. And the Lord gave 
Joh twice as much as he had before. And all his brethren came 
to him, and all his sisters, and all that knew him before, and 
they ate bread with him in his house : and bemoaned him, and 
comforted him upon all the evil that God had brought upon 
him. And every man gave him one ewe, and one earring of 
gold. 

And the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his 
beginning. And he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thou- 
sand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she- 
asses. And he had seven sons, and three daughters. And he 
called the name of one Dies, and the name of the second Cassia, 
and the name of the third Comustibij. And there were not 
found in all the earth women so beautiful as the daughters of 
Job : and their father gave them inheritance among their bre- 
thren. And Job lived after these things a hundred and forty 
years, and he saw his children, and his children's children, 
unto the fourth generation, and he died an old man, and full of 
days. 
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PART n. THE ISRAELITES. 



The second age contains the history no longer of a chosen 
family only, but of that family enlarged to a nation— ^the 
children of Israel. It begins with the account of their 
coming out of Egj'pt, asgiven in the Second Book of Moses, 
hence called Exodus, From the time of their slave]^ under 
the Pharaohs to their settlement in the Land of Promise 
under their first king is reckoned as 515 years, from about 
B.C. 1590 to B.C. 107§. But this period also takes in all 
that is narrated in the Books of Numbers, Leviticus, Deu- 
teronomy, Josue, Judges, and part of First Book of Kings. 
The chronology of this period is as follows : 

B.C. 

1571. Birth of Moses. 

1531. Moses flees into the deseit of Madian. 

1491. Moses returns to Egypt, and leads out the Israelites. 

1490. The giving of the law. 

1451. Balaam the Prophet. 

1451. Moses dies, and Josue brings the Israelites into the 

Promised Land. 

1434. Death of Josue. 

1405. Othoniel, the first Judge. Peace for forty years. 

1343. Aod delivers the Israelites after eighteen years of 

oppression. 

1300. Samgar defeats the Philistines. Exact time not known. 

1285. Debora and Barak defeat Sisera. 

1245. Gedeon overthrows the Madianites. • 

1236. Abimelech his son governs the land. 

1211. Thola. 

1188. Jair. 

1187. Jephte overthrows the Ammonites. 

1182. Abesan. And about this time lived Euth. 

1175. Ahialon. 

1164. Abdon. 

1137. Samson bom. 

1116. HeH. 

1115. Samuel. 

1075. A Mug appointed. 



THE ISKAELITES IN EGYPT. 69 



THE BOOK OF EXODUS. 

The Second Book of Moses is called Exodus, from the Greek word Exodos, 
• which signifies going out: because it contains the history of the going of 
the children of Israel out of Egypt. It embraces the period from the death 
of Joseph to the setting up of the Tabernacle. In it are related the oppres- 
sion which the Israelites endured, and the miraculous intervention of God 
in their behalf. After the account of the coming forth out of Egypt, it 
goes on to narrate what happened to the Israelites till they reached Mount 
Sinai, and the giving of the law there. 

SECT, XXIV. THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL ARE MULTIPLIED IN EGYPT. 
PHARAO OPPRESSES THEM. THE BIRTH OF MOSES, 

These are the names of the children of Israel, that went into Exodus i. 
Egypt with Jacob : they went in, every man with his house- ''' 
hold : Ruben, Simeon, Levi, Juda, Issachar, Zabulon, and 
Benjamin, Dan and Nephtali, Gad and Aser. And all the 
souls that came out of Jacob's loins were seventy : but Joseph 
was in Egypt. 

After he was dead, and all his brethren, and all that gener- 
ation, the children of Israel increased, and sprung up into 
multitudes, and growing exceedingly strong they filled the land. 

The Israelites are oppressed. — In the mean time there arose Exodus i. 
a new king over Egypt, that knew not Joseph ; and Ahfi f ^'^^' 
he said to his people : Behold the people of the ^ n i kqa 
children of Israel are numerous and stronger than ' * 
we. tome let us wisely oppress them, lest they multiply : and 
if any war shall rise against us, join with our enemies, and 
having overcom^-os; depart out of the land. Therefore he set * ' 
over them masters of the works, to afflict them with burdens, 
and they built for Pharao treasure cities, Phithom and Ra- 
messes. But the more they oppressed them, the more they were 
multiplied, and increased : and the Egyptians hated the chil- 
dren of Israel, and afflicted them and mocked them : and they 
made their life bitter with hard works in clay, and brick, and 
with all manner of service, wherewith they were overcharged in 
the works of the earth. 

And the king of Egypt spoke to the midwives of the He- 
brews : of whom one was called Sephora, the other Phua, com- 
manding them : When you shall do the office of midwives to 
the Hebrew women, and the time of delivery is come : if it be 
a man-child, kill it : if a woman, keep it alive. But the mid- 
wives feared God, and did not do as the kiiv% Qt"!L^^\»\i5i^ 
commanded, but saved the men-childtein. 
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And the king called for them, and said : Why have ye done 
so, and have saved the men-children 1 

They answered : The Hebrew women are not as the Egyp- 
tian women : for they themselves are skilful in the office of a 
midwife ; and they are delivered before we come to them^ 
Therefore God dealt well with the midwives : and the people 
multiplied and grew exceedingly strong. And because the mid- 
wives feared God, He built them houses * 

Pharao therejfore charged all his people, saying : Whatso- 
ever shall be bom of the male sex, ye shall cast into the river : 
whatsoever of the female, ye shall save alive. 
Izodus lu Birth of Moses. — ^After this there went a man of the house 
^-1^- -o n 1 571 of I^evi ; and took a wife of his own kindred. And 
* * * she conceived, and bore a son : and seeing him a 
goodly child, hid him three months. And when she could hide 
him no longer, she took a basket made of bulrushes, and daubed 
it with slime and pitch : and put the little babe therein, and 
laid him in the sedges by the river's brink, and his sister stood 
afar off, to notice what would be done. 

And behold the daughter of Pharao came down to wash her- 
self in the river : and her maids walked by the river's brink. 
And when she saw the basket in the sedges, she sent one of her 
maids for it : and when it was brought, she opened it, and see- 
ing within it an infant crying, having compassion on it, she 
said : This is one of the babes of the Hebrews. 

And the child's sister said to her : Shall I go and call to 
thee a Hebrew woman, to nurse the babel She answered': Go. 
The maid went and called her mother. And Pharao's daugh- 
ter said to her : Take this child and nurse him for me : I will 
give thee thy wages. The woman took, and nursed the child :. 
and when he was grown up, she delivered him to Pharao's 
daughter. And she adopted him for a son, and called him 
Moses, saying : Because I took him out of the water. 

ixodus II. Moses leaves Egypt. — In those days after Moses was grown 
11-22, ^p .|. jjg yg^QTot out to lus brethren : and saw their 

affliction, and an Egyptian striking one of the He- 
brews his brethren. And when he had looked about this way 
and that way, and saw no one there, he slew the Egyptian and 

* That is, He made them to prosper. 

t He was then forty years old. S. Paul says of him (Heb. xL) : 3p faith 
Motes, when he was grown up^ denitd himself to he the son of Pharao s daughter;, 
rather choosing to be afflicted with the people of God, than to have the pleasure 
of sin for a time ; esteeming the reproach of Chfiitt greater riches than ike 
Creature* of Egypt, 
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hid him in the sand.* And going out the next day, he saw 
two Hebrews quarrelling : and he said to him that did the 
wrong : Why strikest thou thy neighbour 1 But he answered : 
Who hath appointed thee prince and judge over us : wilt thou 
kill me, as thou didst yesterday kill the Egyptian? Moses 
feared, and said : How is this come to be known ? 

And Pharao heard of this word and sought to kill Moses : 
but he fled from his sight, and abode in the land of Madian, and 
he sat down by a well.f And the priest of Madian had seven 
daughters, who came to draw water, and when the troughs were 
filled, desired to water their father's flocks. And the shepherds 
came and drove them away : and Moses arose, and defending 
the maids, watered their sheep. * 

And when they returned to Kaguel their father, he said to 
them : Why are ye come sooner than usual 1 They answered : 
A man of Egypt delivered us from the hands of the shepherds : 
and he drew water also with us, and gave the sheep to drink. 
But he said : Where is he ? why have you let the man go ? call 
him that he may eat bread. 

And Moses consented to dwell with him. And he took 
Sephora his daughter to wife : and she bore him a son, whom 
he called Gershom, saying : I have been a stranger in a foreign 
country. And she bore another, whom he called Eliezer, say- 
ing : For the God of my father, my helper, hath delivered me 
out of the hand of Pharao. 

SECT. XXV, GOD APPEARS TO MOSES^ AND SENDS UIM TO BRING 
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL OUT OF EGYPT, 

Now after a long time the king of Egypt died : and the Exodus i] 
children of Israel groaning, cried out because of the labour : ^^'^^^ 
and their cry went up unto God from the work. And He 
heard their groaning, and remembered the covenant which He 
made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And the Lord looked 
upon the children of Israel, and He knew them. 

The Burning Bush. — Now Moses fed the sheep of Jethro Exodus n 
his father-in-law, the priest of Madian: and he drove ^ n \aq\ ^'^' 
the flock to the inner parts of the desert, and came 
to the mountain of God, Horeb.J And the Lord appeared to him 
in a flame of Are out of the midst of a bush : and he saw that 

* Moses* indignation was stirred op at the sight of the unjust and cruel 
treatment of God^s people, and his zeal for them led nim to kill this Egyptian 
in their defence. 

t Madian or Midian was a country of Arabia, extending from the eastern 
coast of the Red Sea to the borders of Moab* 

X Horeb and Sinai are peaks of the same mo\m!t8AXi, 
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the bush was on fire and was not burnt. And Moses said : I 
will go and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. 
. And when the Lord saw that he went forward to see, He called 
to him out of the midst of the bush, and said : Moses, Moses. 
And he answered : Here I am. And He said : Come not nigh 
hither, put off the shoes from thy feet ;* for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground. And He said : I am the Grod 
of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. Moses hid his face : for he durst not look at 
God. 

And the Lord said to him : I have seen the afiiction of My 
people in Egypt, and I have heard their cry because of the rigour 
of them that are over the works. And knowing their sorrow, I 
am come down to deliver them out of the hands of the Egyptians, 
and to bring them out of that land into a good and spacious 
land, into a land that floweth with milk and honey, to the places 
of the Canaanite, and Hethite, and Amorrhite, and Pherezite, 
and Hevite, and Jebusite. For the cry of the children of Israel 
is come unto Me : and I have seen their affliction, wherewith 
they are oppressed by the Egyptians. 
^^^10-22* Moses sent to Pharao.— But come, and I will send thee to 
* Pharao, that thou mayst bring forth My people, the children of 
Israel, out of Egypt. • 

And Moses said to God : Who am I that I should go to 
Pharao, and should bring forth the children of Israel out of 
Egypt ) And He said to him : I will be with thee ; and this 
thou shalt have for a sign that I have sent thee: when thou 
shalt have brought My people out of Egypt, thou shalt offer 
sacrifice to God upon this mountain. 

Moses said to God : Lo, I shall go to the children of Israel, 
and say to them : The Grod of your fathers hath sent me to you. 
If they should say to me : What is His name? what shall I say 
to them ? 

God said to Moses : I am who AM.f He said : Thus shalt 
thou say to the children of Israel : He who is hath sent me to 
you. And God said again to Moses : Thus shalt thou say to the 
children of Israel : The Lord God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me 
to you : this is My name for ever, and this is My memorial unto 

* It is still a practice in Eastern coantries for people to show respect 
by leaving their shoes or sandals at the door of a house or place of worship. * 
So on Good Friday the priest takes off his shoes when he venerates the cross. 

i lam who am. That is, I am being itself, eternal, self -existent^ indepen- 
dent, infinite, without beginning, end, or change ; and the source of all other 
beings. So the Catechism says, God exists of Him^If. 
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all generations. Go, gather together the ancients of Israel, and 
thou shalt say to them : The Lord God of your fathers, the God 
of Ahraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath ap- 
peared to me, saying : Visiting I have visited you : and I have 
seen all that hath befallen you in Egypt. And I have said that 
I will bring you forth out of the affliction of Egypt, into the 
land of the Canaanite, the Hethite, and the Amorrhite, and 
Pherezite, and Hevite, and Jebusite, to a land that floweth with 
milk and honey. And they shall hear thy voice : and thou 
shalt go in, thou and the ancients of Israel, to tlie king of Egypt, 
and thou shalt say to him : . The Lord God of the Hebrews hath 
called us : we will go three days' journey into the wilderness, to 
sacrifice unto the Lord our God. But I know that the king of 
Egypt will not let you go, but by a mighty hand. For I will 
stretch forth My hand, and will strike Egypt with all My won- 
ders which I will do in the midst of them : after these he will 
let you go. And I will give favour to this people in the sight 
of the Egyptians : and when you go forth, you shall not depart 
empty : but every woman shall ask of her neighbour, and of 
her that is in her house, vessels of silver and of gold, and rai- 
ment, and you shall put them on your sons and daughters, and 
shall spoil Egypt. 

Moses answered and said : They will not believe me, nor Exodus i 
hear my voice, but they will say : The Lord hath not appeared 1-19- 
to thee. 

Then He said to him : What is that thou boldest in thy 
hand 1 He answered : A rod. And the Lord said : Cast it down 
upon the ground. He cast it down, and it wa^ turned into a * 
serpent : so that Moses fled from it. And the Lord said : Put 
out thy hand, and take it by the tail. He put forth his hand, 
and took hold of it, and it was turned into a rod. That they 
may believe, saith He, that the Lord God of their fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath 
appeared to thee. 

And the Lord said again ; Put thy hand into thy bosom. 
And when he had put it into his bosom, he brought it forth 
leprous as snow. Aiid He said : Put back thy hand into thy 
bosom. He put it back, and brought it out again, and it was 
like the other flesh. If they will not believe thee, saith He, nor 
hear the voice of the former sign, they will believe the word of 
the latter sign. But if they will not even believe these two signs, 
nor hear thy voice, take of the river water, and pour it out 
upon the dry land : and whatsoever thou drawest out of tit^T^^^ 
shall be turned into blood. 
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Moses said : I beseech Thee, Lord, I have not been elo- 
quent from yesterday and the day before : and since Thou hast 
spoken to Thy servant, I have more impediment and slowness 
of tongue. 

The Lord said to him : Who made man's mouth? or who 
made the dumb and the deaf, the seeing and the blind 1 did not 
I ? Go, therefore, and I will be in thy mouth : and I will teach 
thee what thou shalt speak. 

But he said : I beseech Thee, Lord, send whom Thou wilt 
send. The Lord being angry at Moses, said : Aaron the Levite 
Is thy brother, I know that he is eloquent : behold he cometh 
forth to meet thee, and seeing thee shall be glad at heart. 
Speak to him, and put My words in his mouth : and I will be 
in thy mouth, and in his mouth, and will show you what you 
must do. He shall speak in thy stead to the people, and shall 
be thy mouth : but thou shalt be to him on the part of Grod. 
And take this rod in thy hand, wherewith thou shalt do the 
signs. 

Moses went his way, and returned to Jethro his father-in- 
law and said to him : I will go and return to my brethren into 
I^pt, that I may see if they be yet alive. And Jethro said to 
him : Go in peace. And the Lord said to Moses, in Madian : 
Go, and return into Egypt : for they are all dead that sought 
thy life, 
xodus IV. Moses returns to Egypt. — Moses therefore took his wife, 
20-23. and his sons, and set them upon an ass : and returned into 
Egypt, carrying the rod of God in his hand. And the Lord 
said to him as he was returning into Egypt : See that thou do 
all the wonders before Pharao, which I have put in thy hand : 
I shall harden his heart, and he will not let the people go. 
And thou shalt say to him : Thus saith the Lord : Israel is My 
son. My first-born. I have said to thee : Let My son go, that 
he may serve Me, and thou wouldst not let him go : behold I 
will kill thy son, thy first-born, 
xodus IV -^^^ *^® Lord said to Aaron : Go into the desert to meet 
27-3i! Moses. And he went forth to meet him in the mountain of 
God, and kissed him. And Moses told Aaron all the words of 
the Lord, by which He had sent him, and the signs that He had 
commanded. And they came together, and they assembled all 
the ancients of the children of Israel. And Aaron spoke all the 
words which the Lord had said to Moses : and he wrought the 
signs before the people, and the people believed. And they 
heard that the Lord had visited the children of Israel : and that He 
had looked upon their affliction : and falling down they adored. 
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SECT. XXri. PHARAO REFUSES TO LET THE ISRAELITES GO, AND 
OPPRESSES THEM STILL MORE, THE FIRST PLAGUE. 

Moses and Aaron before Pharao.— After these things Moses Exodus 
and A£u:on went in, and said to Pharao : Thus saith the Lord l-^- 
God of Israel : Let My people go that they may sacrifice to Me 
in the desert. But he answered: Who is the Lord, that I 
should hear His voice, and let Israel go 1 I know not the Lord, 
neither will I let Israel go. 

And they said : The God of the Hebrews hath called us, to 
go three days' journey into the wilderness and to sacrifice to the 
Lord our God : lest a pestilence or the sword fall upon us. The 
king of Egypt said to them : Why do you, Moses and Aaron, 
draw off the people from their works? Get you gone to your 
burdens. And Pharao said : The people of the land is numerous : 
you see that the multitude is increased : how much more if you 
give them rest from their works ? 

Therefore he commanded the same day the overseers of the 
works, and the task-masters of the people, saying : You shall 
give straw no more to the people to make brick, as before : but 
let them go and gather straw.* And you shall lay upon them 
the task of bricks, which they did before, neither shall you 
diminish any thing thereof: for they are idle, and therefore 
they cry, saying : Let us go and sacrifice to our God. Let them 
be oppressed with works, and let them fulfil them: that they 
may not regard lying words. 

The Israelites oppressed. — ^And the overseers of the works Exodus 
and the task-masters went out and said to the people : Thus 10-23. 
saith Phai'ao : I allow you no straw : go, and gather it where 
you can find it : neither shall any thing of your work be di- 
minished. 

And the people were scattered through all the land of Egypt 
to gather straw. And the overseers of the works pressed them, 
saying : Fulfil your work every day as before you were wont to 
do when straw was given you. And they that were over the 
works of the children of Israel were scourged by Pharao's task- 
masters, saying : Why have you not made up the task of bricks 
both yesterday, and to-day, as before? And' the ofl&cers of the 
children of Israel came, and cried out to Pharao, saying : Why 
dealest thou so with thy servants ? Straw is not given us, and 
bricks are required of us as before : behold we thy servants are 

* To mix up with the clay and make it coliexe \ifet\.«t. T\ifc\wi!\OK&^«tfe 
not burnt in kilns, but dried in the sun. 
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beaten with whips, and thy people is unjustly dealt withal. 
And he said: You are idle, and therefore you say: Let us go 
and sacrifice to the Lord. Go therefore, and work : straw shall 
not be given you, and you shall deliver the accustomed number 
of bricks. 

And the officers of the children of Israel saw that they were 
in evil case, because it was said to them : There shall not a whit 
be diminished of the bricks for every day. And they met Moses 
and Aaron, who stood over-against them as they came out from 
Pharao : and they said to them : The Lord see and judge, be- 
cause you have made our savour to be abhorred before Pharao 
and his servants, and you have given him a sword, to kill us. 
And Moses returned to the Lord, and said : Lord, why hast 
Thou afflicted this people 1 wherefore hast Thou sent me ] For 
since the time that I went in to Pharao to speak in Thy name, 
he hath afflicted Thy people : and Thou hast not delivered 
them, 
wdus VI. And the Lord said to Moses : Now thou shalt see what I 
will do to Pharao : for by a mighty hand shall he let them go, 
and with a strong hand shall he cast them out of his land. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying : I am the Loi*d, that 
appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, by the name of 
God Almighty; and My name Adonai* I did not show them. 
And I made a covenant with them, to give them the land of 
Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage wherein they were stran- 
gers. I have heard the groaning of the children of Israel, where- 
with the Egyptians have oppressed them : and I have remem- 
bered My covenant. Therefore say to the children of Israel: I 
am the Lord who will bring you out from the work-prison of the 
Egyptians, and will deliver you from bondage, and redeem you 
with a high arm, and great judgments. And I will take you to 
Myself for My people, I will be your God : and you shall know 
that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from the 
work-prison of the Egyptians : and brought you into the land, 
concerning which I l3ted up My handf to give it to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it you to possess : I am the 
Lord. And Moses told all this to the children of Israel : but 
they did not hearken to him for anguish of spirit, and most pain- 
ful work. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying : Go in, and speak to 
Pharao, king of Egypt, that he let the children of Israel go out 
of his land. Moses answered before the Lord : Behold the chil- 

* * Thia is the ineffable name more commonly written Jehovah.' Kbnrick. 
f Or swore, aa an oath was taken with the form of lifting up die hand. 
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dren of Israel do not hearken to nje ; and how will Pharao hear 
me, especially as I am of uncircumcised lips P 

And the Lord said to Moses : Behold I have appointed thee Exodus 
the God of Pharao, and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. ^"' ^'^^' 
Thou shalt speak to him all that I command thee; and he 
shall speak to Pharao, that he let the children of Israel go out of 
his land. But I will harden his heartf and will multiply My. 
signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, and he will not hear 
you : and I will lay My hand upon Egypt, and will bring forth 
My army and My people the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt, by very great judgments. And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the Lord, who have stretched forth My hand 
upon Egjrpt, and have brought forth the children of Israel out 
of the midst of them. 

And Moses and Aaron did as the Lord had commanded : so 
did they. And Moses was eighty years old, and Aaron eighty- 
three, when they spoke to Pharao. 

Ajid the Lord said to Moses and Aaron : When Pharao shall 
say to you. Show signs ; thou shalt say to Aaron : Take thy rod, 
and cast it down before Pharao, and it shall be turned into a 
serpent. So Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharao, and did as 
the Lord had commanded. And Aaron took the rod before 
Pharao and his servants, and it was turned into a serpent. And 
Pharao called the wise men and the magicians ; J and they also 
by Egyptian enchantments and certain secrets did in like man- 
ner. And they every one cast down their rods, and they were 
turned into serpents : but Aaron's rod devoured their rods. 
And Pharao's heart was hardened, and he did not hearken to 
them, as the Lord had commanded. 

The First Plague. — ^And the Lord said to Moses : Pharao's Exodus 
heart is hardened, he will not let the people go. Go to him in v^^« ^^'^S 
the morning, behold he will go out to the waters : and thou shalt 
stand to meet him on the bank of the river, and thou shalt take 
in thy hand the rod that was turned into a serpent. And thou 
shalt say to him : The Lord God of the Hebrews sent me to 
thee, saying : Let My people go to sacrifice to Me in the desert : 
and hitherto thou wouldst not hear. Thus therefore saith the 
Lord : In this thou shalt know that I am the Lord : behold I 

* So he calls his defective utterance or slowness of speech. 

t * God speaks as if He caused the obduracy, which in His just counsels He 
permitted. S. Augustin observes that '■'■ God hardens not by infusing malice, 
bnt bywithholding mercy."' Kenrick. 

t Their leaders Jannes and Mambres or Jambres are referred to Vrj %* 
Paul (2 Tim. iii.). The Eg^tian magicians weie anidL «x^ ^\A^lBX^<(3r3& \sst.^^ 
things they do, whether by joggleiy or by aid ot thft ^«N\i. 
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will strike with the rod that is in my hand the water of the 
river, and it shall be turned into blood. And the fishes that 
are in the river shall die, and the waters shall be corrupted, 
and the Egyptians shall be afflicted when they drink the water 
of the river. 

The Lord also said to Moses : Say to Aaron : Take thy rod, 
and stretch forth thy hand upon the waters of Egypt, and upon 
their rivers, and streams and pools, and all the ponds of waters, 
that they may be turned into blood : and let blood be in all the 
land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood and of stone. And 
Moses and Akron did as the Lord had commanded : and lifting 
up the rod, he struck the water of the river before Pharao and 
his servants: and it was turned into blood. And the fishes 
that were in the river died : and the river corrupted, and the 
Egyptians could not drink the water of the river, and there was 
blood in all the land of Egypt. 

And the magicians of the Egyptians with their enchantments 
did in like manner : and Pharao's heart was hardened, neither 
did he hear them, as the Lord had commanded. And he turned 
himself away and went into his house, neither did he set his 
heart to it this time also. And all the Egyptians dug round 
about the river for water to drink, for they could not drink of 
the water of the river. And seven days were fully ended, after 
that the Lord struck the river. 



SECT. XXVIL THE NEXT EIGHT PLAGUES. 

lu^i-ib. "^^^ Plague of Progs.— And the Lord said to Moses : Go in 
' to Pharao, and thou shalt say to him : Thus saith the Lord : 
Let My people go to sacrifice to Me. But if thou wilt not let them 
go, behold I will strike all thy coasts with frogs. And the river 
shall bring forth an abundance of frogs : which shall come up, 
and enter into thy house, and thy bed-chamber, and upon thy 
bed, and into the houses of thy servants, and to thy people, and 
into thy ovens, and into the remains of thy meats ; and the frogs 
shall come in to thee, and to thy people, and to all thy servants. 
And the Lord said to Moses : Say to Aaron : Stretch forth thy 
hand upon the streams, and upon the rivers and the pools, and 
bring forth frogs upon the land of Egypt . And Aaron stretched 
forth his hand upon the waters of ^^rpt, and the frogs came up, 
and covered the land of Egypt. And the magicians jdso by their 
enchantments did in like manner, and they brought forth frogs 
upon the land of i^pt. 

But Pharao caUed Moses and Aaron, and said to them: 
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Pray ye to the Lord* to take away the frogs from me and from 
my people ; and I will let the people go to sacrifice to the Lord. 
And Moses said to Pharao : Set me a time when I shall pray 
for thee, and for thy servants, and for thy people, that the frogs 
may be driven away from thee and from thy house, and from 
thy servants, and from thy people ; and may remain only in the 
river. And he answered : To-morrow. But he said : I will do 
according to thy word ; that thou mayst know that there is none 
like to the Lord our God. And the frogs shall depart from thee, 
and fi^jm thy house, and from thy servants, and from thy people ; 
and shall remain only in the river. 

And Moses and Aaron went forth from Pharao : and Moses 
cried to the Lord for the promise which he had made to Pharao 
concerning the frogs. And the Lord did according to the word 
of Moses : and the frogs died out of the houses, and out of the 
villages, and out of the fields : and they gathered them together 
into immense heaps, and the land was corrupted. And Pharao, 
seeing that rest was given, hardened his own heart, and did not 
hear them, as the Lord had commanded. 

The Plague of Sciniphs. — And the Lord said to Moses : Exodus 
Say to Aaron : Stretch forth thy rod, and strike the dust of the ^'"^* ^^'^' 
earth : and may there be sciniphs in all the land of Egypt. 
And they did so. And Aaron stretched forth his hand, holding 
the rod : and he struck the dust of the earth, and there came 
sdiniphsf on men and on beasts : all the dust of the earth was 
turned into sciniphs through all the land of Egypt. And the 
magicians with their enchantments practised in like manner, 
to bring forth sciniphs, and they could not : and there were 
sciniphs as well on men as on beasts. And the magicians said 
to Pharao : This is the finger of God. And Pharao's heart was 
hardened, and he hearkened not unto them, as the Lord had 
^commanded. 

The Plague of Plies. — The Lord also said to Moses : Arise Exodus 
•early, and stand before Pharao: for he will go forth to the ^'"'* ^^"^' 
waters : and thou shalt say to him : Thus saith the Lord : Let 
My people go to sacrifice to Me. But if thou wilt not let them go, 
behold I will send in upon thee, and upon thy servants, and 
upon thy houses all kind of flies : and the houses of the Egyp- 
tians shall be filled with flies of divers kinds, and the whole 

* By this it appears, that though the magicians^ by the help of the devil, 
could bring frogs, yet they could not take them away, God being pleased to 
■l^ridge in this the power of Satan. So we see they could not afterwards produce 
the lesser insects ; and in this restraint of the power of the devil, were forced 
to acknowledge thejinger of God. 

t lice, or perhaps gnata. 
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land wherein they shall be. And I will make the land of Gessen 
wonderful in that day, wherein My people is ; so that flies shall 
not be there : and thou shalt know that I am the Lord in the 
midst of the earth. And I will put a division between My 
people and thy people : to-morrow shall this sign be. And the 
Loid did so. And there came a very grievous swarm of flies 
into the houses of Pharao and of his servants, and into all the 
land of E^rypt : and the land was corrupted by this kind of flies. 
And JPharao called Moses and Aaron, and said to them : Go, 
and sacrifice to your God in this land. And Moses said : It 
cannot be so : for we shall sacrifice the abominations* of the 
Egyptians to the Lord our Grod : now if we kill those things, 
which the Egyptians worship in their presence, they will stone 
us. We will go three days' journey into the wilderness : and 
we will sacrifice to the Lord our God, as He hath commanded 
us. And Pharao said : I will let you go to sacrifice to the Lord 
your God in the wilderness : but go no fEurther : pray for me. 
And Moses said : I will go out from thee, and will pray to the 
Lord : and the flies shall depart from Pharao, and frx)m hi» 
servants, and from his people to-morrow : but do not deceive 
any more, in not letting the people go to sacrifice to the Lord 
So Moses went out from Pharao, and prayed to the Lord« 
And He did according to His word : and He took away the 
flies from Pharao, and from his servants, and from his people : 
there was not left so much as one. And Pharao's heart was- 
hardened, so that neither this time would he let the people go. 
ixodos IX. The Plag^ie of a Murrain. — And the Lord said to Moses : 
1-7' Go in to Pharao, and speak to him : Thus saith the Lord God 
of the Hebrews : Let My people go to sacrifice to Me. But if 
thou refuse, and withhold them still, behold My hand shall be 
upon thy fields : and a very grievous murrain upon thy horses, 
and asses, and camels, and oxen, and sheep. And the Lord will 
make a wonderful difference between the possessions of Israel 
and the possessions of the Egyptians, that nothing at all shall 
die of those things that belong to the children of IsraeL And 
the Lord appointed a time, saying : To-morrow will the Lord da 
this thing in the land. The Lord therefore did this thing the 
next day : and all the beasts of the Egyptians died, but of the 
beasts of the children of Israel there died not one. And Pharao 
sent to see : and there was not anything dead of that which 

* That is, the thinjgfs they worship for gods ; oxen, rams, Ac It is the 
usual style of the Scnptores to call all idols and false gods abomin(Uum$, t» 
signify how much the people of God ought to detest and abhor them. Douat 
3jblk 
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Israel possessed. And Pharao's heart was liardened, and he 
did not let the people go. 

The Plague of Boils. — ^And the Lord said to Moses and Exodus i 
Aaron : Take to you handfols of ashes out of the chimney, and ^"^'* 
let Moses sprinkle it in the air in the presence of Pharao. And 
let dust be npon all the land of Egypt : for there shall be 
boils and swelling blains both in men and beasts, in the whole 
land of Egypt. And they took ashes out of the chimney, and 
«tood before Pharao, and Moses sprinkled it in the air: and 
there came boils with swelling blains in men and beasts. 
JSTeither could the magicians stand before Moses for the boils 
that were upon them, and in all the land of Egypt. And the 
Lord hardened Pharao's heart, and he hearkened not unto them, 
as the Lord had spoken to Moses. 

And the Lord said to Moses : Arise in the morning, and 
stand before Pharao, and thou shalt say to him : Thus saith the 
Lord the God of the Hebrews : Let My people go to sacrifice to 
Me. For I will at this time send all My plagues upon thy heart, 
and upon thy servants, and upon thy people : that thou mayst 
know there is none like Me in all IJie earth. Eor now I will 
«tretch out My hand to strike thee and thy people with pesti- 
lence, and thou shalt perish from the earth. And therefore have 
I raised thee up, that I may show My power in thee, and My name 
may be spoken of throughout all the earth. Dost thou yet hold 
back My people : and wilt thou not let them go ? 

The Plague of Hail. — Behold I will cause it to rain to-mor- Exodus ix 
row at this same hour, an exceeding great hail, such as hath not ^^*^^* 
been in Egypt from the day that it was founded until this pre- 
sent time. Send therefore now presently, and gather together 
thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the field : for men and 
beasts, and all things that shall be found abroad, and not 
gathered together out of the fields, which the hail shall fall upon, 
«hall die. 

He that feared the word of the Lord among Pharao's ser- 
vants made his servants and his cattle flee into houses : but he 
that regarded not the word of the Lord left his servants and 
his cattle in the fields. 

And the Lord said to Moses : Stretch forth thy hand towards 
lieaven, that there maybe hail in the whole land of Egypt, upon 
men, and upon beasts, and upon every herb of the field in the land 
of Egypt. And Moses stretched forth his rod towards heaven, 
and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and lightning running 
along the ground : and the Lord rained hail upon tha lasj^^ ^i 
Egypt. And the hail and fire mixed ^riSa. \\i toorjr^ q^jl \»^- 
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gather : and it was greater than was ever hefore in the whole 
land of Egypt since that nation was founded. And the hail 
destroyed through all the land of Egypt all things that were in 
the fields, hoth man and beast : and the hail smote every herb 
of the field, and it broke every tree of the country. Only in 
the land of Gessen, where the children of Israel were, the hail 
fell not. 

And Fharao sent and called Moses and Aaron, saying to 
them: I have sinned this time also ; the Lord is just : I and my 
people are wicked. Pray ye to the Lord that the thunderings 
of God and the hail may cease : that I may let you go, and that 
■ye may stay here no longer. Moses said : As soon as I am gone 
out of the city, I will stretch forth my hands to the Lord, and 
the thunders shall cease, and the hail shall be no more : that 
thou mayst know that the earth is the Lord's. But I know that 
neither thou nor thy servants do yet fear the Lord God. The 
flax, therefore, and the barley were hurt, because the barley 
was green, and the flax was now boiled : but the wheat and 
other winter com were not hurt, because they were lateward. 

And when Moses was gone from Pharao out of the city, he 
stretched forth his hands to the Lord : and the thunders and ^ 
the hail ceased, neither did there drop any more rain upon the 
earth. And Pharao, seeing that the rain and the hail and the 
thunders were ceased, increased his sin. And his heart was 
hardened, and the heart of his servants, and it was made ex- 
ceeding hard : neither did he let the children of Israel go, as 
the Lord had commanded by the hand of Moses. 
Exodus x^ The Plague of Locusts. — ^And the Lord said to Moses : Go 
in to Pharao ; for I have hardened his heart, and the heart of 
his servants, that I may work these My signs in him. And 
thou mayst tell in the ears of thy sons, and of thy grand- 
sons, how often I have plagued the Egyptians, and wrought 
My signs amongst them : and you may know that I am the 
Lord. Therefore Moses and Aaron went in to Pharao, and 
said to him : Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews : How 
long refusest thou to submit to Me] let My people go, to 
sacrifice to Me. But if thou resist, and wilt not let them 
go, behold I will bring in to-mon*ow the locust into thy 
coasts : to cover the face of the earth, that nothing thereof may 
appear, but that which the hail hath left may be eaten : for 
they shall feed upon all the trees that spring in the fields. And 
they shall fill thy houses, and the houses of thy servants, anrti 
of all the Egyptians : such a number as thy fathers have not 
seen^ nor thy grandfathers, from the time they were first upon 
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the earth, until this present day. And he turned himself away, 
and went forth from Pharao. 

And Pharao's servants said to him : How long shall we endure 
tlfis snare 1 let the men go to sacrifice to the Lord their God. 
Dost thou not see that Egypt is undone ? And they called back 
Moses and Aaron to Pharao : and he said to them : Go, sacrifice 
to the Lord your God : who are they that shall go 1 Moses said : 
We will go with our young and old, with our sons and daugh- 
ters, with our sheep and herds : for it is the solemnity of the 
Lord our God. And Pharao answered : So be the Lord with you, 
as I shall let you and your children go : who can doubt but that 
you intend some great evil 1 It shall not be so : but go ye men 
only, and sacrifice to the Lord : for this yourselves also desired. 
And immediately they were cast out from Pharao's presence. 

And the Lord said to Moses : Stretch forth thy hand upon the 
land of Egypt unto the locust, that it come upon it, and devour 
every herb that is left after the hail. And Moses stretched 
forth his rod upon the land of Egypt : and the Lord brought a 
burning wind all that day and /night : and when it was morn- 
ing, the burning wind raised the locusts : and they came up over 
the whole land of Egypt : and rested in all the coasts of the 
Egyptians innumerable, the like as had not been before that 
time, nor shall be hereafter. And they covered the whole face of 
the earth, wasting all things. And the grass of the earth was 
devoured, and what fruits soever were on the trees which the 
hail had left : and there remained not any thing that was green 
on the trees, or in the herbs of the earth in all Egypt. 

Wherefore Pharao in haste called Moses and Aaron, and said 
to them : I have sinned against the Lord your God, and against 
you. But now forgive me my sin this time also, and pray to 
the Lord your God, that He take away from me this death. 
And Moses going forth from the presence of Pharao, prayed to 
the Lord : and He made a very strong wind to blow from the 
west, and it took the locusts and cast them into the Eed Sea : 
there remained not so much as one in all the coasts of Egypt. 
And the Lord hardened Pharao's heart, neither did he let the 
children of Israel go. 

The Plague of Darkness. — ^And the Lord said to Moses : Exodus x. 
Stretch out thy hand towards heaven : and let there be dark- ^^-^^' 
ness upon the land of Egypt, so thick that it may be felt. And 
Moses stretched forth his hand towards heaven : and there came 
horrible darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days. No man 
saw his brother, nor moved himself out of the place where hA^^s&\ 
but wheresoever the children of laiadi 4"nv A\i, ^'st^ ^^&\:^s^- 
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And Pharao called Moses and Aaron, and said to them : Go, 
sacrifice to the Lord : let your sheep only and herds remain, 
let your children go with you. Moses said : Thou shalt give 
us also sacrifices and burnt-offerings, which we may offer to the 
Lord our God. All the flocks shall go with us : there shall not 
a hoof remain of them : for they are necessary for the service of 
the Lord our God : especially as we know not what must he 
offered till we come to the very place. And the Lord hardened 
Pharao's heart, and he would not let them go. And Pharao 
said to Moses : Get thee from me, and beware thou see not my 
face any more : in what day soever thou shalt come in my sight, 
thou shalt die. Moses answered : So shall it be as thou hast 
spoken, I will not see thy face any more. 

SECT, XXVIII. THE INSTITUTION OF THE PASSOVER, AI^D THE LAST 
PLAGVE. THE ISRAELITES COME FORTH OUT OF EGYPT, 

^odus xr. ipiie Last Plague.— And the Lord said to Moses : Yet one 
plague more will I bring upon Pharao and Egypt, and after that 
he shall let you go and thrust you out. Therefore thou shalt 
tell all the people that every man ask of his friend, and every 
woman of her neighbour, vessels of silver and of gold.* And 
the Lord will give favour to His people in the sight of the 
Egyptians. 

And Moses was a very great man in the land of Egypt, in 
the sight of Pharao's servants, and of all the people. And he 
said : Thus said the Lord : At midnight I will enter into Egypt. 
And every first-bom in the land of the Egyptians shall die, from 
the first-bom of Pharao who sitteth on his throne, even to the 
first-born of the handmaid that is at the mill, and all the first- 
bom of beasts. And there shall be a great cry in all the land 
of Egypt, such as neither hath been before, nor shall be here- 
after. But with all the children of Israel there shall not a dog 
move his tongue, from man even to beast : that you may know 
how wonderful a difference the Lord maketh between the 
Egyptians and Israel. And all these thy servants shall come 
down to me, and shall worship me, saying ; Go forth thou, and 
all the people that is under thee : after that we will go out. 
And he went out from Pharao exceeding angry. 

But the Lord said to Moses : Pharao will not hear you, that 
many signs may be done in the land of Egypt. And Moses and 

* This was not authorising theft or injustice : but was a just disposal made 
by Him, who is the great Lord and Master of all things ; in order to pay the 
children of Israel some part of what was due to them from the Egyptians for 
thair labours, Douay Bible. 
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Aaron did all the wonders that are written, before Pharao. And 
the Lord hardened Pharao's heart, neither did he let' the chil- 
dren of Israel go out of his land. 

The Institution of the Passover. — ^And the Lord said to Exodus 
Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall be to xir. 
you the beginning of months : it shall be the first in the months ^'^^' 
of the year. Speak ye to the whole assembly of the children of • 
Israel, and say to them : On the tenth day of this month let 
every man take a lamb by their families and houses. But if 
the number be less than may suffice to eat the lamb, he shall 
take unto him his neighbour that joineth to his house, accord- 
ing to the number of souls which may be enough to eat the 
lamb. And it shall be a lamb without blemish, a male, of one 
year : according to which rite also you shall take a kid. And 
you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month : and 
the whole multitude of the children of Israel shall sacrifice it 
in the .evening. And they shall take of the blood thereof, and 
put it upon both the side posts, and on the upper door-posts of 
the houses wherein they shall eat it. And they shall eat the 
flesh that night roasted at the fire, and unleavened bread with 
wild lettuce. You shall not eat thereof any thing raw, nor 
boiled in water, but only roasted at the fire : you shall eat the 
head with the feet and entrails thereof. Neither shall there 
remain any thing of it until morning. K there be any thing 
left, you shall burn it with fire. And thus you shall eat it : 
you shall gird your reins, and you shall have shoes on your feet, 
holding staves in your hands, and you shall eat in haste ; for it 
is the Passover of the Lord. And I wiU pass through the land 
of Egypt that night, and will kill every first-bom in the land 
of Egypt, both man and beast : and against ail the gods of Egypt 
I will execute judgments : I am the Lord. And the blood shall be 
unto you for a sign in the houses where you shall be : and I shall 
see the blood, and pass over you : and the plague shall not be 
upon you to destroy you, when I shall strike the land of Egypt. 

And this day shall be for a memorial to you : and you shall 
keep it a feast to the Lord in your generations with an everlast- 
ing observance. Seven days shall you eat unleavened bread : 
in the first day there shall be no leaven in your houses : who- 
soever shall eat any thing leavened, from the first day until the 
seventh day, that soul shall perish out of Israel. The first day 
shall be holy and solemn, and the seventh day shall be kept 
with the like solemnity ; you shall do no work in them, except 
those things that belong to eating. And you ^\i^\!L Q\k^^"r?^ *§cv^ 
feast of the unieavened bread; for in tlais aama ^^-^ \ ^''^^3r»2a% 
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forth your anny out of the land of Egypt, and you shall keep 
this day in your generations hy a perpetual ohservance. The 
first month, the fourteenth day of the month in the evening, 
you shall eat unleavened hread,"*" until the one and twentietii 
day of the same month in the evening. Seven days there shall 
not be found any leaven in your houses : he that shall eat 
leavened bread, his soul shall perish out of the ass^nbly of 
Israel, whether he be a stranger or bom in the land. You 
shall not eat any thing leavened : in all your habitations you 
shall eat unleavened bread. 

And Moses called all the ancients of the children of Israel, 
and said to them : Gk), take a lamb by your fEomlies, and sacri- 
fice the Passover. And dip a bunch of hyssop in the blood 
that is at the door, and sprinkle the lintel of the door there- 
with, and both the door-posts : let none of you go out of the 
door of his house till morning. For the Lord will pass through, 
striking the Egyptians ; and when He shall see the blood on the 
lintel, and on both the posts, He will pass over the door of the 
house, and not suffer the destroyer to come into your houses 
to hurt you. 

Thou shalt keep this thing as a law for thee and thy chil- 
dren for ever. And when you have entered into the land which 
the Lord will give you as He hath promised, you shall observe 
these ceremonies. And when your children shall say to you : 
"What is the meaning of this service? you shall say to them : It 
is the victimf of the passage of the Lord, when He passed over 
the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, striking the Egyp- 
tians, and saving our houses. And the people bowing them- 
selves, adored. And the children of Israel going forth did as 
the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron. 
'Exodus The Death of the First-bom. — ^And it came to pass at mid- 
™' night, the Lord slew every first-bom in the land of Egypt, from 
' the first-bom of Pharao, who sat on his throne, unto the ^first- 
bom of the captive woman that was in the prison, and all the 
first-bom of cattle. And Pharao arose in the night, and all his 
servants, and all I^ypt : and there arose a great cry in Egypt : 
for there was not a house wherein there lay not one dead. 

And Pharao calling Moses and Aaron, in the night,*'said : 

* From this it appears that onr Saviour made use of mileavened bread, in 
the institution of the Blessed Sacrament, which was on the evening of the 

gischal solemnity, at which time there was no leavened bread to be found in 
raeL Douay Bible. 
f The Paschal Liunb was a type or figure of the sacrifice of onr Lord on 
the Cross When S. John the Baptist saw our Lord he said : Behold the Lamb 
o/Oodj behold Him thai takah away the tin of iht ^Dorld• John L 29. 
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Arise and go forth, from among my people, you and the children 
of Israel : go, sacrifice to the Lord as you say. Yonr sheep and 
herds take along with you, as you demanded, and departing bless 
me. And the Egyptians pressed the people to go forth out of 
the land speedily, saying : We shall all die. The people there- 
fore took dough before it was leavened : and tying it in their 
cloaks, put it on their shoulders. And the chilcbsn of Israel 
did as Moses had commanded : and they asked of the Egyptians 
vessels of silver and gold, and very much raiment. And the 
Lord gave favour to the people in the sight of the Egyptians, 
so that they lent unto them : and they stripped the Egyptians. 
And? the children of Israel set forward from Eamesses to So- 
eoth, being about six hundred thousand men on foot, beside 
children. And a mixed multitude without number went up also 
with them, sheep and herds and beasts of divers kinds, exceed- 
ing many. And they baked the meal, which a little before they 
had brought out of Egypt in dough : and they made earth cakes 
unleavened : for it could not be leavened, the Egyptians press- 
ing them to depart, and not suffering them to make any stay : 
neither did they think of preparing any meat. 

And the abode of the children of Israel that they made in 
Egypt was four hundred and thirty years.* Which being ex- 
pired, the same day all the army of the Lord went forth out of 
the land of Egypt. This is the observable night of the Lord, 
when He brought them forth out of the land of Egypt : this 
night all the children of Israel must observe in their generations. 
And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron : This is the rite of 
the Fassover : no stranger shall eat of it. But every bought 
servant shall be circumcised, and so shall eat. The stranger and 
the hireling shall not eat thereof. In one house shall it be 
eaten, neither shall you carry forth of the flesh thereof out of 
the house, neither shall you break a bone thereolf All the 
assembly of the children of Israel shall keep it. And if any 
stranger be willing to dwell among you, and to keep the Pass- 
over of the Lord, all his males shall ficrst be circumcised, and 
then shall he celebrate it according to the manner : and he shall 
be as he that is bom in the land : but if any man be uncircum- 
cised, he shall not eat thereo£ The same law shall bo to him 
that is bom in the land, and to the proselyte that sojourneth 
with you. 

* This 430 ][^ears is commoDly dated from the call of Abraham, thus includ- 
ing his whole pilgrimage. 

t This was trpical of our Lord, the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed 
for us ; but no bone of Him was broken. S, Johum \»& Qi<i«^^ V^ajK^^Tl^-Ov 
refers to this pasBOge, 
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And all the children of ibrael did as the Lord had com- 
manded Moses and Aaron. And the same day the Lord brought 
forth the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their 
companies. 

SECT, XXIX, THE ISRAELITES PASS THROUGH THE RED SEA, 

Exodus jiie Departure of the Israelites. — ^And when Pharao had 
1^22! "R n 1401 s®^^ ^^^ *^® people, the Lord led them not by the 
* way of the land . of the Philistines, which is near : 
thinking lest perhaps they would repent, if they should see wars 
arise against them, and would return into Egypt. But He led 
them about by the way of the desert, which is by the Red Sea : 
and the children of Israel went up armed out of the land of 
Egypt. 

And Moses took Joseph's bones with him ; because he had 
adjured the children of Israel, sajring: God shall visit you, carry 
out my bones from hence with you. And marching from So- 
coth they encamped in Etham in the utmost coasts of the wil- 
derness. And the Lord went before them to show the way by 
day in a pillar of a cloud, and by night in a pillar of fire : that 
He might be the guide of their journey at both times. There 
never failed the piUar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire 
by night, before the people. 

Exodus And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying : Speak to the chil- 
1-U. ^^^ ^^ Israel : Let them turn and encamp over against Phiha- 
' hiroth, which is between Magdal and the sea over against Beel- 
sephon : you shaU encamp before it by the sea. And Pharao 
will say of the children of Israel : They are straitened in the 
land, the desert hath shut them in. And I will harden his 
heart, and he will pursue you : and I shall be glorified in Pharao 
and in all his army : and the Egyptians shall know that I am 
the Lord. And they did so. 

And it was told the king of the Egyptians that the people 
was fled : and the heart of Pharao and of his servants was 
changed with regard to the people, and they said : What meant 
we to do, that we let Israel go from serving us ? So he made 
ready his chariot, and took all his people with him. And he 
took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots that were 
in Egypt : and the captains of the whole army. And the Lord 
hardened the heart of Pharao king of Egypt, and he pursued 
the children of Israel : but they were gone forth with a mighty 
hand. And when the Egyptians followed the steps of them 
who were gone before, they found them encamped at tiie sea-side : 
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all Pharao's horse and chariotSi and the whole army were in 
Phihahiroth before BeelsephoxL And when Pharao drew near, 
the children of Israel, lifting up their eyes, saw the Egyptians 
behind them : and they feared exceedingly, and cried to the 
Lord. And they said to Moses : Perhaps there were no graves 
in Egypt, therefore thou hast brought us to die in the wilderness : 
why wouldst thou do this, to lead us out of Egypt ? Is not this 
the word that we spoke to thee in Egypt, saying : Depart from 
us, that we may serve the Egyptians ? for it was much better to 
serve them, than to die in the wilderness. 

And Moses said to the people : Pear not : stand and see the 
great wonders of the Lord, which He will do this day : for the 
Egyptians, whom you see now, you shall see no more for ever. 
The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace. 

The Passage of the Bed Sea. — ^And the Lord said to Moses : Exodus 
Why criest thou to Me ? Speak to the children of Israel to go ^^'^ 
forward. But lift .thou up thy rod, and stretch forth thy hand 
over the sea, and divide it : that the children of Israel may go 
through the midst of the sea on dry ground. And I will harden 
the heart of the Egyptians to pursue you : and I will be glori- 
fied in Pharao, and in aU his host, and in his chariots, and 
in his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I shall be glorified in Pharao, and in his 
chariots and in his horsemen. 

And the angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, 
removing, went behind them : and together with him the pillar 
of the cloud, leaving the fore part, stood behind, between the 
i^yptians' camp and the camp of Israel : and it was a dark 
cloud, and enlightened the night for these, so that they could 
not come at one another all the night. And when Moses had 
stretched forth his hand over the sea, the Lord took it away by 
a strong and burning wind blowing all the night, and turned it 
into dry ground, and the water was divided. And the children 
of Israel went in through the midst of the sea dried up : for the 
water was as a wall on their right hand and on their left. And 
the Egyptians pursuing went in after them, and all Pharao's 
horses, his chariots and horsemen, through the midst of the sea. 
And now the morning watch was come ; and behold the Lord, 
looking upon the Egyptian army through the pillar of fire and 
of the cloud, slew their host, and overthrew the wheels of the 
chariots, and they were carried into the deep. And the 
Egyptians said : Let us flee from Israel, for the Lord fighteth 
for them against us. 

And the Lord said to Moses: S\ite\«ii ioi?^ ^ V^wjl^ ^"^'st 
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the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, 
upon their chariots and horsemen. And when Moses had 
stretched forth his hand towards the sea, it returned at the first 
break of day to the former place : and as the Egyptians were 
fleeing away, the waters came upon them, and the Lord shut 
them up in the middle of the waves. And the waters returned, 
and covered the chariots and the horsemen of all the army of 
Pharao, who had come into the sea after them, neither did there 
so much as one of them remain. But the children of Israel 
marched through the midst of the sea upon dry land, and the 
waters were to them as a wall on the right hand and'on the tefL 
And the Lord delivered Israel on that day out of the hsmds of 
the Egyptians. And they saw the Egyptians dead upon the 
sea shore, and the mighty hand that the Lord had used against 
them : and the people feared the Lord, and they believed the 
Lord, and Moses His servant. 
^^ 20-2I* ^^ Mary the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel 
' in her hand : and all the women went forth after her with tim- 
brels and with dances. And she began the song to them, say- 
ing : Let us sing to the Lord, for He is gloriously magnified, the 
horse and his rider He hath thrown into the sea.* 



SECT. XXX, THE JOURNEY OF THE ISRAELITES FROM THE RED SEA 
TO MOUNT SINAI, 

xod°s XV. The Waters of Mara. — And Moses brought Israel from the 

• Eed Sea, and they went forth into the wilderness of Sur : and 

they marched three days through the wilderness, and found no 

water. And they came into Mara, and they could not drink 

the waters of Mara, because they were bitter : whereupon he 

* * This wonderful deliverance, thus wrought bjr God for His people, is a 
figure of that still more wonderful deliverance which God grants to all His 
people by the Christian sacrament of Baptism. The captivity of the Israelites 
in Egypt was a figure of that bondage to sin in which we are all involved by 
nature, through the sin of Adam. Pharao and the Egyptians were to the 
Israelites what Satan and the devils, his followers, are to us — our rulers and our 
tormentors, who enjoy all the fruits of the labours we undergo in their service. 
Moses was to the Israelites what our Saviour Jesus Christ is to us — a deliverer, 
who leads us to that heavenly Canaan, that promised land of heaven, where 
we shall be at rest for ever. The flight of the Israelites from their enemies is 
the type of the flight of the repentant sinner from sin and Satan ; and the 
miraculous passage of the Red Sea represents that deliverance from the powers 
of Satan and sin which the|Ho]y Ghost confers on the Christian by Baptism. 
The wilderness which the Israelites entered after they had crossed the sea is 
the figure of our present life in this world, which is but a desert) at its best ; 
and lastly, the land of Canaan, to which the joumeyings of the Israelites 
through the desert led them, is that eternal home which awaits the faithful in 
^^ the presence ot God in heaven,* Cafes' Bible History, 
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gave a name also agreeable to the place, calling it Mara, that is, 
bitterness. 

And the people murmured against Moses, saying: What 
shall we drink ? But he cried to the Lord, and He showed him 
a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, they were turned 
into sweetness. There He appointed him ordinances and judg- 
ments, and there He proved him,*, saying : If thou wilt hear the 
voice of the Lord thy God, and do what is right before Him, 
and obey His commandments, and keep all His precepts, none 
of the evils that I laid upon Egypt will I bring upon thee : for 
I am the Lord thy healer. 

Ajxd the children of Israel came into EKm, where there 
were twelve fountains of water, and seventy palm trees ; and 
they encamped by the waters. 

And they set forward from Elim, and all the multitude of Exodus 
the children of Israel came into the desert of Sin, which is be- ^^^« ^• 
tween Elim and Sinai ; the fifteenth day of the second month, 
after they came out of the land of Egypt. 

The Murmuring of the People. — And all the congregation Exodus 
of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in ^vi. 
the wilderness. And the children of Israel said to them : Would ' * 
to God we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of 
Egypt, when we sat over the flesh-pots, and ate bread to the full : 
why have you brought us into this desert, that you might de- 
stroy all the multitude with famine ? 

And the Lord said to Moses : Behold I will rain bread from 
heaven for you : let the people go forth, and 'gather what is 
fiuffieient for every day : that I may prove them whether they 
will walk in My law, or no. But the sixth day let them provide 
to bring in double to that they were wont to gather every day. 

And Moses and Aaron said to the children of Israel : In the 
evening you shall know that the Lord hath brought you forth 
out of the land of Egypt : and in the morning you shall see the 
glory of the Lord : for He hath heard your murmuring against 
file Lord : but as for us, what are we, that you murmur against 
us ? And Moses said : In the evening the Lord will give you 
flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full : for He hath 
heard your murmurings, with which you have murmured against- 
Him; for what are we? your murmuring is not against us, but 
against the Lord. 

Moses also said to Aaron : Say to the whole congregation of 
the children of Israel : Come before the Lord, for He hath heard 
your murmuring. And when Aaron spoke to ^M^Jcife ^sss^^v^J^ 
* 'Him* here refers to the people oi nation ol VXxfc\w»s^2»^*&» 
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of the children of Israel, they looked towards the wilderness r 
and behold the glory of the Lord appeared in a cloud. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying : I have heard the 

murmuring of the children of Israel ; say to them : In the even- 

iiig you shall eat flesh, and in the morning you shall have your 

fill of bread : and you shall know that I am the Lord your God. 

Exodus The Manna. — So it came to pass in the evening, that quails- 

13^35 coming up, covered the camp : and in the morning a dew lay 

' round about the camp. And when it had covered the face of 

the earth, it appeared in the wilderness small, and as it were 

beaten with a pestle, like unto the hoar-frost on the ground. 

And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to- 
another: Manhu? which signifieth: What is thisi for they 
knew not what it was. And Moses said to them : This is the 
bread which the Lord hath given you to eat. This is the word 
that the Lord hath commanded : Let every one gather of it aa 
much as is enough to eat : an omer* for every man, ajccording to 
the number of your souls that dwell in a tent, so shall you take 
of it. And the dhildren of Israel did so : and they gathered, 
one more, another less. And they measured by the measure of 
an omer, neither had he more that had gathered more : nor did • 
he find less that had provided less : but every one had gathered 
according to what they were able to eat. , 

And Moses said to them : Let no man leave thereof till the 
morning. And they hearkened not to him, but some of them 
left until the morning, and it began to be full of worms, and it 
putrefied ; and Moses was angry with them. Now every one 
of them gathered in the morning as much as might sufi&ce ta 
eat, and after the sun grew hot, it melted. But on the sixth 
day they gathered twice as much, that is, two omers every man : 
and all the rulers of the multitude came, and told Moses. 

And he said to them : This is what the Lord hath spoken t 
To-morrow is the rest of the sabbath sanctified to the Lord. 
Whatsoever work, is to be done, do it : and the meats that are 
to be dressed, dress them : and whatsoever shall remain, lay it 
up until the morning. And they did so as Moses had com- 
manded, and it did not putrefy, neither was there worm found 
in it. And Moses said : Eat it to-day, because it is the sabbath 
of the Lord : to-day it shall not be found in the field. Grather 
it six days : but on the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord^ 
therefore it shall not be found. And the seventh day came : 
and some of the people going forth to gather, found none. 

And the Lord said to Moses: How long will yqu refuse to- 
* An omer ia supposed to have been about tkaea quaiia. 

\ 
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keep My commandments and My law ? See that the Lord hath 
given you the sabbath, and for this reason on the sixth day He 
giveth you a double provision : let each man stay at home, and 
let none go forth out of his place the seventh day. And the 
people kept the sabbath on the seventh day. 

And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna : and 
it was like coriander seed white, and the taste thereof like to 
flour with honey. And Moses said : This is the word, which 
the Lord hath commanded : Fill an omer of it, and let it be 
kept unto generations to come hereafter : that they may know 
the bread wherewith I fed you in the wilderness, when you 
were brought forth out of the land of Egypt.* 

And Moses said to Aaron : Take a vessel and put manna 
into it, as much as an omer can hold : and lay it up before the 
Lord to keep unto your generations, as the Lord commanded 
Moses. And Aaron put it in the tabernacle to be kept. 

And the children of Israel ate manna forty years, till they 
came to a habitable land : with this meat were they fed, until 
they reached the borders of the land of Canaan. 

Water given from the Rock. — ^Then all the multitude of the Exodus 
children of Israel setting forward from the desert of Sin, by xvn. 
their mansions, according to the word of the Lord, encamped in " ' 
Raphidim, where there was no water for the people to drink. 
And they quarrelled with Moses, and said : Give us water, that 
we may drmk. And Moses answered them : Why quarrel you 
with me 1 Wherefore do you tempt the Lord ? So the people 
were thirsty there for want of water, and murmured against 
Moses, sayiQg : Why didst thou make us go forth out of Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and our beasts with thirst ? Aid 
Moses cried to the Lord, saying : What shall I do to this peo- 
ple ] Yet a little more and they will stone me. 

And the Lord said to Moses : Go before the people, and take 
with thee of the ancients of Israel : and take in thy hand the 
rod wherewith thou didst strike the river, and go. Behold I will 
stand there before thee, upon the rock Horeb : and thou shalt 
strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, that the people 
may drink.f Moses did so before the ancients of Israel : and 

♦ The Manna is a type of the Blessed Sacrament. When the Jews spoke 
of the Manna as a miraculous proof of God's favour to them, our Lord said : 
Amen^ amen, I say to you : Moses gave you not bread from heaven, hut My 
Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that 
which Cometh down from heaven-, and giveth life to the world, . . / am the bread 
of life. Your fathers did eat manna in Oie desert, and are dead. Tliis is 
the bread which cometh down from heaven : that if any man eat of it^ h£ vml% 
not die. I am the living bread, which came donim from Ivmlxwu ^^^wx^tv, 

t S. Paul Bays, 1 Cor. x. : For I toould Tiot Kate v^ Ig-aovwA^VrtJaccvcv.^ 
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lie called the name of that place Temptation^* because of the 
chiding of the children of Israel, and for that they tempted the 
Lord, sajring : Is the Lord amongst us, or not ? 
Exodus The Amalekites. — And Amalec came, and fought against 
Israel in Eaphidim. And Moses said to Josue : Choose out 
men : and go out and fight against Amalec : to-morrow I will 
stand on the top of the hill having the rod of God in my hand. 
Josue did as Moses had spoken, and he fought against Amalec ; 
but Moses, and Aaron, and Hur went up upon the top of the 
hilL And when Moses lifted up his hands, Israel overcame : 
but if he let them down a little, Amalec overcame. And Moses's 
hands were heavy ; so they took a stone, and put under him, 
and he sat on it ; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands on 
both sides. And it came to pass that his hands were not weary 
until sunset. 

And Josue put Amalec and his people to flight, by the 
edge of the sword. And the Lord said to Moses : Write this 
for a memorial in a book, and deliver it to the ears of Josue ; 
for I will destroy the memory of Amalec from under heaven.f 

And Moses built an altar; and called the name therefore. 
The Lord my exaltation, saying: Because the hand of the throne 
of the Lord and the war of the Lord shall be against Amalec, 
from generation to generation. 

SECT, XXXI. THE GIVING. OF THE LAW ON MOUNT SINAI. 

The Israelites at Mount Sinai. — In the third month of the 

^^xre^ B C 1 4Q1 departure of Israel out of the land gf Egypt, on this 

1-25! * * * day they came into the wilderness of SinaL For 

departing out of Kaphidim,J and coming to the desert of Sinai, 

they camped in the same place, and there Israel pitched their 

tents over against the mountain. 

And Moses went up to God : and the Lord called unto him 
from the mountain, and said : Thus shalt thou say to the house 
of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel : You have seen what 



that our faffiera were aU under the cloudy and all passed through the sea^ and 
all in Moses were baptised, in the cloud and in the sea : and did all eat the 
same spirUwd food, and all d/rank the same spiritual drink {and they drank 
of the spiritual rock thai followed them, and the rock was Christ) ; that is, a 
figure of Christ, whose side was pierced and out of it flowed water. 
*■ 'Masa;' it was also called Meriba. 
t This decree was executed 400 years after by King SauL 
X While the Israelites were still at Raphidim, Jethro, the father-in-law of 
Moses, visited him, bringing Moses's wife Sephora and his two sons. Under 
Jethro's advice Moses appointed judges to assist him in ruling the people, by 
undertaking the decision of easier and less important questions. 
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I have done to the Egyptians, how I have carried you upon the 
wings of eagles, and have taken you to Myself. K therefore 
you will hear My voice, and keep My covenant, you shall be 
My peculiar possession above all people: for all the earth is 
Mine. And you shall be to Me a priestly kingdom, and a holy 
nation. These are the words thou shalt speak to the children 
of IsraeL 

Moses came : and calling together the elders of the people, 
he declared all the words which the Lord had commanded. 
And all the people answered together : All that the Lord hath 
spoken we will do. 

And when Moses had related the people's words to the 
Lord, the Lord said to him : Lo, now will I come to^ thee in 
the darkness of a cloud, that the people may hear Me speaking 
to thee, and may believe thee for ever. And Moses told the 
words of the people to the Lord. 

And He said to him : Go to the people, and sanctify them 
to-day and to-morrow, and let them wash their garments. And 
let them be ready against the third day : for on the third day 
the Lord will come down in the sight of all the people upon 
mount Sinai And thou shalt appoint certain limits to the 
people round about, and thou shalt say to them : Take heed ye 
go not up into the mount, and that ye touch not the borders 
thereof: every one that toucheth the mount shall surely die. 
No hands shall touch him, but he shall be stoned to death, 
or shall be shot through with arrows : whether it be beast or 
man, he shall not live. When the trumpet shall begin to sound, 
then let them go up into the mount. And Moses came down 
from the mount to the people, and sanctified them. And when 
they had washed their garments, he said to them: Be ready 
against the third day, and come not near your wives. 

And now the third day was come, and the morning appeared : 
and behold thunders began to be heard, and lightning to flash, 
and a very thick cloud to cover the mount, and the noise of the 
trumpet sounded exceeding loud : and the people that was in 
the camp feared. And when Moses had brought them forth to 
meet God from the place of the camp, they stood at the bottom 
of the mount. And all mount Sinai was on a smoke, because 
the Lord was come down upon it in fire, and the smoke arose 
from it as out of a furnace : and all the mount was terrible. 
And the sound of the trumpet grew by degrees louder and 
louder, and was drawn out to a greater length : Moses spoke, 
and God answered him. And the Lord came down upon movsjafe 
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Sinai, in the very top of the mount, and He called Moses unto 

the top thereof. 

And when he was gone up thither. He said unto him : Go 

down, and charge the people : lest they should have a mind to 

pass the limits to see the Lord, and a very great multitude of 

them should perish. The priests also that come to the Lord, 

let them be sanctified, lest He strike them. 

And Moses said to the Lord : The people cannot come up 

to mount Sinai : for Thou didst charge, and command, saying : 
Set limits ahout the mount, and sanctify it. And the Lord 
said to him : Go, get thee down : and thou shalt come up, thou 
and Aaron with thee : hut let not the priests and the people 
pass the limits, nor come up to the Lord, lest He kill them. 
And Moses went down to the people and told them all. 
codusAx. The Giving of the Law. — ^And the Lord spoke all these 
^^^' B n 14P0 '^^^^ :* I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee 

* ' ' outofthelandofEgypt, out of the house of bondage. 

Thou shalt not have strange gods before Me. Thou shalt not 
make to thyself a graven thing,! nor the likeness of any thing that 
is in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, nor of those things 
that are in the waters under the earth. Thou shalt not adore 
them, nor serve them : I am the Lord thy God, mighty, jealous, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate Me : and showing 
mercy unto thousands to them that love Me, and keep My com- 
mandments. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain : 

* The ten Commandments or words were caUed by other names as welL 
Sometimes they were called tJie toords of the Covenant, the Tables of the Cover 
nantf or simply, the Covenant. They were also called the Testimony, and in 
later times the Decalogue, a Greek term meaning the ten words. Holy Scripture 
does not tell us how many were written on one table and how many on the other. 
Nor does it tell us how they were divided into ten. And there are some little 
differences iif the way they are set down by Moses in the Book of Exodus and 
in the Book of Deuteronomy. And so it has come to pass that there have been 
different ways of dividing them. Some of the Fathers divided them as the Jews 
and Protestants do; making the first Commandment into two, and the nintili 
and tenth into one. The Catholic Church has adopted the division of S. 
Augustine, which was in use in England till the Reformation, and which is still 
in use amongst Protestants in Grermany. 

+ A graven thing, nor the likeness of any thing, &c All such images or 
likenesses are forbidden by this commandment as are made to be adored 
and served, according to that which immediately follows, thou shalt not adore 
them, nor serve them. That is, all such as are designed for idols or image-gods, 
or are worshipped with divine hontyur. But otherwise images, pictures, or re- 
presentations, even in the house of God, and in the very sanctuary, so far from 
being forbidden, are expressly authorised by the Word of God. See Exodus 
XXV. 15, Ac, xxxviii. 7 ; 'Num. xxL 8, 9 ; 1 Chron. xxviiL 18, 19 ; 2 
CbroD. iii. 10. DouAY BiBLB, 
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for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that shall take the name 
of the Lord his God in vain. 

Eememher that thou keep holy the sahhath day. Six days 
shalt thou labour, and shalt do all thy works. £ut on the 
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God : thou shalt do 
no work on it, thou nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man- 
servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy beast, nor the stranger 
that is within thy gates. Eor in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, and the sea, and all things that are in them, and 
rested on the seventh day: therefore the Lord blessed the 
seventh day, and sanctified it. 

Honour thy father and thy mother, that thou mayst be 
long-lived upon the land which the Lord thy God will give 
thee. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house : neither shalt 
thou desire his wife, nor his servant, nor his hand-maid, nor his 
ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is his. 

And all the people saw the voices and the flames, and the 
sound of the trumpet, and the mount smoking : and being terri- 
fied and struck with fear, they stood afar off, saying to Moses : 
Speak thou to us, and we will hear : let not the Lord- speak to 
us, lest we die. 

And Moses said to the people : Fear not : for God is come 
to prove yoTi, and that the dread of Him might be in you, and 
you should not sin. And the people stood afar off. But Moses 
went to the dark cloud wherein God was. And the Lord said 
to Moses : Thus shalt thou say to the children of Israel : You 
have seen that I have spoken to you from heaven. 

And He said to Moses : Come up to the Lord, thou, and Exodus 
Aaron, Nadab and Abiu, and seventy of the ancients of Israel, ^^'^^ 
and you shall adore afar off. And Moses alone shall come up 
to the Lord, but they shall not come nigh : neither shall the 
people come up with him. 

So Moses came and told the people all the words of the 
Lord, and all the judgments : and all the people answered with 
one voice : We will do all the words of the Lord, which He 
hath spoken. 

The Batificatian of the Covenant. — ^And Moses wrote all Exodus 
the words of the Lord: and rising in the moiiikL^\i^\ixx^«ssL^^^ 
altar at the foot of the mount and tvreWe \iv.\A»a «»fc^Qrt^My%N»^ *^^ 
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twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young men of the children 
of Israel, and they offered holocausts, and sacrificed peace-offer- 
ings of calves to the Lord. 

Then Moses took half of the blood, and put it into bowls : 
and the rest he poured upon the altar. And taking the book 
of the covenant, he read it in the hearing of the people : and 
they said : All things that the Lord hath spoken we will do ; we 
will be obedient. And he took the blood and sprinkled it upon 
the people, and he said : This is the blood of the covenant which 
the Lord hath made with you concerning all these words.* 

Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abiu, and seventy of the 
ancients of Israel went up : and they saw the God of Israel : 
and under His feet as it were a work of sapphire stone, and as 
the heaven, when clear. Neither did He lay His hand upon 
those of the children of Israel that retired afiar oE, and they saw 
God, and they did eat and drink. 

And the Lord said to Moses: Come up to Me into the 
mount, and be there : and I wiU give thee tables of stone, and 
the law, and the commandments which I have written, that thou 
mayst teach them. Moses rose up, and his minister Josue: and 
Moses going up into the mount of God, said to the ancients : 
"Wait ye here till we return to you. You have Aaron and Hur 
with you : if any question shall arise, you shall refer it to them. 
And when Moses was gone up, a cloud covered the mount. And 
the glory of the Lord dwelt upon Sinai, covering it with a cloud 
six- days : and the seventh day He called him out of the midst 
of the cloud. And the sight of the glory of the Lord was like 
a burning fire upon the top of the mount, in the eyes of the 
children of Israel. And Moses entering into the midst of the 
cloud, went up into the mountain : and he was there forty days 
and forty nights. 

* This ratification of the Covenant is referred to by S. Paul in his Epistle 
to the Hebrews. He shows t'at both the Old and the New Ck)venant were 
ratified by the shedding of blood ; the Old by the blood of bulls and ^ats, the 
New by the Precious Blood of Christ. Neither was the first indeed dedicated 
without blood. For when every commandment of the law had been read hy 
Moses to all the people^ lie took the blood of calves and goats with water and 
scarlet wool and hyssop^ and sprinkled both the book itself and cUl the people, 
saying : This is the blood of the testament, which God hath enjoined unto you. 
The tabernacle also and all [the vessels ^of the ministry, in like manner, he 
sprinkled with blood : and almost all things, according to the law, are cleansed 
with blood : and without shedding of blood thei'e is no remission. It is neces- 
sary therefore that the patterns of heavenly things should be deansed wUh these: 
but the heavenly things themselves mth better sacrifices than these. Heb. ix. 
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SECT. XXXII. THE WORSHIP OF THE OOLDEN CALF. 

The Oolden Calf. — ^And the people seeing that Moses delayed Exodui 
to come down from the mount, gathering together against Aaron, ^^^^* 
jsaid: Arise, make us gods, that may go before us, for as to this 
Moses, the man that brought us out of the land of Egypt, we 
know not what has befallen him. 

And Aaron said to them : Take the golden ear-rings from 
the ears of your wives, and your sons and daughters, and bring 
them to me. And the people did what he had commanded, 
bringing the ear-rings to Aaron. And when he had received 
them, he fashioned them by founders* work, and made of them 
A molten caK.* And they said : These are thy gods, O Israel, 
that have brought thee out of the land of Egypt. And when 
Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it, and made proclama- 
tion by a crier's voice, saying : To-morrow is the solemnity of 
the Lord. And rising in the morning, they oflfered holocausts, 
and peace-victims, and the people sat down to eat, and drink, 
and they rose up to play. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying : Go, get thee down : 
thy people, which thou hast brought out of the land of Egypt, 
hath sinned. They have quickly strayed from the way which 
thou didst show them : and they have made to themselves a 
molten calf, and have adored it, and sacrificing victims to it, 
have said: These are thy gods, O Israel, that have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt. 

And again the Lord said to Moses : See that this people is 
atifT-necked. Let Me alone, that My wrath may be kindled 
against them, and that I may destroy them, and I will make of 
thee a great nation. 

But Moses besought the Lord his God, saying: Why, 
Lord, is Thy indignation enkindled against Thy people, whom 
Thou hast brought out of the land of Egypt, with great power, 
■and with a mighty hand ? Let not the Egyptians say, I beseech 
Thee : He craftily brought them out, that He might kill them 
in the mountains, and destroy them from the earth : let Thy 
anger cease, and be appeased upon the wickedness of Thy people. 
Eemember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Thy servants, to whom 
Thou sworest by Thy own self, saying: I will multiply your seed 

* The Israelites had been degraded by oppression and slavery for a hundred 
years in Egypt, and were very ignorant and iU instructed in religion. They 
nad been brought in the midst of an idolatrous nation, whose principal object of 
worship was a bull or calf. And Aaron, in his \7eak. teax q1>}cl<& '^^'^^viAd^'tx^ 
■an object of worship such as they had beea accoatomeiWA ^«^ 
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as the stars of heaven : and this whole land that I have spoken 
of I will give to your seed, and you shall possess it for ever. 

And the Lord was appeased from doing the evil which He 
had spoken against His people. And Moses returned from the 
mount, carrying the two tables of the testimony in his hand, 
written on hoth sides, and made by the work of God : the writing 
also of God was graven in the tables. And Josue hearing the 
noise of the people shouting, said to Moses : The noise of battle 
is heard in the camp. But he answered : It is not the cry of 
men encouraging to ligtt, nor the shout of men compelling to 
flee, but I hear the voice of singers. And when he came nigh 
to the camp, he saw the calf^ and the dances : and being very 
angry, he threw the tables out of his hand, and broke them at 
the foot of the mount. And laying hold of the calf which they 
had made, he burnt it, and beat it to powder, which he strowed 
into water, and gave thereof to the children of Israel to drink. 

And he said to Aaron : What has this people done to thee, 

that thou shouldst bring upon them a most heinous sin ? And 

he answered him : Let not my lord be offended ; for thou know- 

est this people, that they, are prone to evil. Tliey said to me : 

!Make us gods that may go before us; for as to this Moses, who 

brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, we know not what 

is befallen him. And I said to them : Which of you hath any 

gold ? and they took and brought it to me ; and I cast it into 

the fire, and this calf came out. 

Kxodiw The Punishment of their Sin. — ^And when Moses saw that 

liSIs! *^® people were naked (for Aaron had stripped them unto their 

' shame among their enemies), then standing in the gate of the 

camp, he said : If any man be on the Lord's side, let him join 

with me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together 

unto him. 

And he said to them : Thus saith the Lord God of Israel : 
Put every man his sword upon his thigh : go, and return from 
gate to gate through the midst of the camp, and let every man 
kill his brother, and friend, and neighbour. And the sons of 
Levi did according to the words of Moses, and there were slain 
that day about three-and-twenty thousand men. 

And Moses said: You have consecrated your hands this day 
to the Lord, every man in his son and in his brother, that a 
blessing may be given to you. 

And when the next day was come, Moses spoke to the 
people : You have sinned a very great sin : I will go up to the 
Lord, if by any means I may be able to entreat TTim for your 
ezime. And Tetwnaing to the Lord, lie said: I beseech Thee : 
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this people hath sinned a heinous sin, and they have made to 
themselves gods of gold : either forgive them this trespass, or if 
Thou do not, strike me out of the book that Thou hast written. 

And the Lord answered him : He that hath sinned against 
Me, him will I strike out of My book : but go thou, and lead this 
people whither I have told thee : My Angel shall go before thee. 
And I in the day of revenge will visit this sin also of theirs. 

The Lord therefore struck the people for the guilt on occa- 
sion of the calf which Aaron had made. 

And after this He said : Hew thee two tables of stone like Exodus 
unto the former, and I will write upon them the words which -H^^^'* 
were in the tables which thou brokest. Be ready in the mom- " * 
ing, that thou mayst forthwith go up into mount Sinai, and thou 
shalt stand with Me upon the top of the mount. Let no man go 
up with thee, and let not any man be seen throughout all the 
mount; neither let the oxen nor the sheep feed over against it. 

Moses in the Mouiit. — Then he cut out two tables of stone, Exodus 
such as had been before : and rising very early he went up into xxxiv. 
the mount Sinai, as the Lord had commanded him, carrying ^"^^' 
with him the tables. And when the Lord was come down in a 
cloud, Moses stood with Him, calling upon the name of the 
Lord. And when He passed before him, he said : O the Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, patient and of much com- 
passion, and true, who keepest mercy unto thousands; who 
takest away iniquity, and wickedness, and sin, and no man of 
himself is innocent before Thee ; who rehderest the iniquity of 
the fathers to the children, and to the grand-children, unto the 
third and fourth generation. 

And Moses making haste, bowed down prostrate unto the 
earth, and adoring, said : K I have found grace in Thy sight, 
O Lord, I beseech Thee that Thou wilt go with us (for it is a 
stiff-necked people), and take away our iniquities and sin, and 
possess us. 

The Lord answered : I will make a covenant in the sight of 
all. I will do signs such as were never seen upon the earth, 
nor in any nations: that this people, in the midst of whom thou 
-art, may see the terrible work of the Lord, which I will do. 
Observe all things which this day I command thee : I myself 
will drive out before thy face the Amorrhite, and the Canaanite, 
and the Hethite, and the Pherezite, and the Hevite, and the 
Jebusite. Beware thou never join in friendship with the in- 
habitants of that land, which may be thy ruin : but destroy their 
•altars, break their statues, and cut down their ^ovft^\ ^<5s^^ 
not any strange god. The Lord His iia.TXi^\a^^^w5>&,^^*^^ 
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jealous God. Make no covenant "with the men of those countries^ 
lest, when they have sinned with their gods, and have adored 
their idols, some one call thee to eat of the things sacrificed. 
iN'either shalt thou take of their daughters a wife for thy son, lest 
after they themselves have sinned, they make thy sons also to sin 
with their gods. Thou shalt not make to thyseK any molten gods. 

Thou shalt keep the feast of the unleavened bread. Seven 
days shalt thou eat unleavened bread, as I commanded thee in 
the time of the month of the new com : for in the month of the 
spring time thou camest out from Egypt. 

All of the male kind, that openeth the womb, shall be Mine. 
Of all beasts, both of oxen and of sheep, it shall be Mine. The 
firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a sheep : but if thou 
wilt not give a price for it, it shall be slain. The first-born of 
thy sons thou shalt redeem ; neither shalt thou appear before 
Me empty. . 

Six days shalt thou work, the seventh day thou shalt cease 
to plough and to reap. Thou shalt keep the feast of weeks with 
the first-fruits of the com of thy wheat harvest, and the feast 
when the time of the year returneth that all things are laid in. 
Three times in the year all thy males shall appear in the sight 
of the Almighty Lord the God of Israel. For when I shall have 
taken away the nations from thy face, and shall have enlarged 
thy borders, no man shall lie in wait against thy land whea 
thou shalt go up, and appear in the sight of the Lord thy God 
thrice in a year. 

Thou shalt not offer the blood of My sacrifice upon leaven : 
neither shall there remain in the morning any thing of the victim^ 
of the solemnity of the Passover. 

The first of the fruits of thy ground thou shalt offer in the 
house of the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not boil a kid in the 
milk of his dam. 

And the Lord said to Moses : Write thee these words by 
which I have made a covenant both with thee and with Israel. 

And he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights l 
he neither ate bread nor drank water, and he wrote upon the 
tables the ten words of the covenant. 

And when Moses came down from the mount Sinai, he held 
the two tables of the testimony, and he knew not that his face 
was radiant from the conversation of the Lord, 

And Aaron and the children of Israel, seeing the face of 
Moses radiant, were afraid to come near. And being called by 
him, they returned, both Aaron and the rulers of the congrega-^ 
tlon. And after that he spoke to them. 
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And all the children of Israel came to him : and he gave 
•them in commandment all that he had heard of the Lord in 
'^mount Sinai. And having done speaking, he put a veil upon 
,his face. But when he went in to the Lord, and spoke with 
'Hiln, he took it away until he came forth, and then he spoke to 
the children of Israel all things that had been commanded him. 
And they saw that the face of Moses when he came out was 
radiant, but he covered his face again, if at any time he spoke 
to them. 

NOTE ON THE LAW OP MOSES. 

The Jewish law, or law of Moses, consisted of three different 
parts : the moral law, the ceremonial law, and the political or judicial. 
Let us consider each of these parts, and how it was fulfilled. 

The political or judicial part regarded the present state of the 
Israelites in their passage through the desert and their settlement 
in the promised land. This part of the law was fulfilled while 
the Jewish people were under their own government ; but when 
the sceptre had passed from Judah because the Messias was come, 
its fulfilment was completed, and so it passed away. Though, in- 
deed, this too was in a measure typical of the Christian Church, in- 
asmuch as the temporal government of God's chosen people fore- 
shadowed the government of Christ's kingdom upon earth, and the 
temporal rewards and punishments which hold so prominent a place 
in the Mosaic dispensation adumbrated the etemid ones which are 
held out to Christians (Matt. v. 21). 

The second part of the Jewish law was the ceremonial. Now 
the -very nature and end of this part was ^ to be a shadow of good 
things to come' (Heb. x. 1). There could, therefore, be no more 
complete fulfilment of this part than by the coming of the things 
that were foreshadowed. S. Paul, speaking of the law, says that 
it was * our pedagogue to bring us to Christ' (Gal. iii. 24). And 
he teaches us that having done this, it had fulfilled the work in the 
scheme of God's providence for which it had been ordained. And 
so when our Lord said that He had come to fulfil the law, He ful- 
filled this part by the giving those spiritual blessings which were 
typified by the ceremonies of the law. 

The third part was the moral law, which is eternal in its na- 
ture. This, therefore, did not apply to the Jews only, but to all 
men everywhere, and in every age of the world. Now the Ten 
Oonmiandments, with one trifling exception, to be explained in 
its proper place, do not contain any positive precepts, but are 
the most complete and formal enunciation of the moral law 
which God has given us ; and it is for this reason that our Lord 
confirmed them as part of the new covenant or law, and made their 
observance a condition of salvation : * If thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the commandments' (S. Matt. xix. 17). He came to fulfil 
this part of the law by explaining the full meaning of tha cfira^- 
mandments ; by teaching men to keep \.\iftm^Tio\»oT^ Vn.'CaftX^s^iyiss.^ 
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but in the spirit ; not as the commands of a Master, but as those of ' 
a Father ; and, lastly, by giving grace to keep them in this more 
perfect way. So that, while it is clear that we are bound by this 
part of the law, it is also most certain, as the Boman Catechism 
says, ^ that we are not, therefore, bound to obey it because it was 
given to Moses, but because it has been imprinted on the minds of 
all men, and has been confirmed and explained by Christ our Lord.* 
Manual of Christian Doctrine^ chap. xlv. 

NOTE ON THE TABERNACLE. 

The word Tabernacle means Tent. The children of Israel, during 
their wanderings in the desert, dwelt in tents ; and God commanded 
Moses to construct a large tent which should be specially fitted for 
the public worship of G-od, and which, like the other tents, could be 
moved from place to place. It was called the Tahemacle of the 
Congregation^ or Meeting, as being the place where the people were 
assembled together to meet Moses and the priests. It was also 
called the Tahemacle of the Testimony^ as Testimony was the name 
commonly given to the tables of the Law which were kept therfe, 
and sometimes it was also called the Sanctuary. 

The Tabernacle stood at the further end of a large oblong en- 
closure, which was called the Court of the Tabernacle, This court 
was about 150 feet long by 75 wide. It was closed in by pillars of 
brass placed at regular intervals, to which were fastened curtains 
of linen made of different colours. This screen was about nine feet 
high, and was only open at the east end, which was the entrance. 

Opposite to this entrance, and in front of the Tabernacle, was 
the great altar of holocaust. This was made of wood covered with 
brass plates. At the corners were four horns, and the Levites 
mounted to it by an inclined plane in front. Bound it were arranged 
the different instruments used by the priests in preparing the sacri- 
fices which were offered. Behind, or perhaps to the left of it, was 
a large basin or bowl of brass, called the brazen laver. This was 
supplied with water, for the priests to wash before and after the 
sacrifice. 

Passing by the altar you came to the Tabernacle itself. Thii 
was 45 or 50 feet long, by about 15 wide, and was constructed of 
boards made of setim-wood (a kind of acacia), and overlaid with 
gold. These boards were 10 feet long, and were placed on end and 
fastened together with rings. The top was closed in with four 
coverings of curtains, and the inside was hung with rich tapestry 
of fine linen embroidered with figures of cherubim. This Taber- 
nacle was divided into two parts. The first was called the Holy 
Place^ and was only entered by the priests. There were five pillars 
at the entrance, and behind them curtains of fine linen. In this 
first sanctuary or holy place was the A Itar of Incense, This was a 
small altar about three feet high, and covered with pure gold. It 
was sometimes called the golden altar, and was used for burning 
incense. It stood in the middle. On the right-hand side was the 
Tahle of Show-hreadj on which were laid the twelve loaves ofpropo- 
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sition^ which were renewed by the priest every week. On the left 
hand was the seyen-branched candlestick made of pure gold. 

But the innermost part of the Tabernacle was called the most 
holy place, or the Holy of Holies. This was divided from the holy 
place by four pillars, and a rich curtain of blue, scarlet, and purple, 
called the Vail. Thil part of the Tabernacle was not entered into 
by any one but the high-priest, and by him only once a year — on 
the great day of Expiation. 

The holy of holies contained but one object, the Ark of the Cove- 
nant or the Testimony. This ark was a coffer or chest of setim- 
wood, entirely covered with plates of gold. The top or covering 
was of gold, and was called the Mercy-seat or Propitiatory. On 
either side of the mercy-seat were two cherubim bending in ador- 
ation, with their wings extending over it. 

The ark itself contained the tables of the Law, called the Testi- 
mony or witness of G-od's commands ; and afterwards a pot of 
manna was laid up by God's order as a remembrance of the bread 
from leaven with which He fed His people for forty years, and 
also Aaron's rod that blossomed, as a witness of the priesthood ap- 
pointed by God Himself .*> 

This ark of the covenant was a tjrpe of .the Christian Church, in 
which we have (1) the law of God's will ; (2) the divinely-appointed 
priesthood ; and (5) the true bread frohi heaven in the holy Eucharist. 

NOTE ON THE SACRIFICES OP THE LAW OF MOSES. 

The great rite or ceremony of the Jewish religion was sacrifice. 

If the sacrifices be regarded with respect to the matter of which 
they were composed, they were either bloody or unbloody, i.e. sacri- 
fices of animals, or offerings of the fruits of the earth, or drink 
offerings, i.e. the pouring out of wine in offering to God. 

Regarded with reference to the object for which the sacrifice 
was offered, they were of four different kinds : 1. the holocaust, or 
whole burnt-offering ; 2. the meat-offering ; 3. the peace-offering ; 
and 4. the sin-offering. 

1. The holocausts, or whole burnt-offerings, were sacrifices of 
sheep, oxen, turtles, or young pigeons, which were offered whole to 
the Lord on the altar, and were wholly consumed. The daily 
sacrifice of the Jewish Church consisted of the whole burnt-offer- 
ing of a lamb every morning and every evening. The fire of the 
altar was never to be extinguished, but was to be fed with fresh 
wood by the priest every morning. * And the priest shall feed it, 
putting wood on it every day in the morning, and laying on the 

* S. Paul gives an account in his Epistle to the Hebrews of what was 
contained in the Tabernacle : For there was a tabernacle made thefrst^ wherein 
were the candlesticks^ and the table, and the setting forth of loaves^ which is called 
the Holy. And after the second veil, the tabernacle, which is called the Holy of 
Holies ; having a golden censer, and the ark of the testament covered abotU on 
every part with gold, in which was a golden pot that had manna, and the rod of 
Aaron that had blossomed, and the tables of the testament. And over it were the 
cheruhim of glory overshadowing the propitiatory. Chap. ix. 
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holocaust. This is the perpetual fire which shall never go out on 
the altar' (Levit. vi. 12, 13). 

2. The meat-offering consisted of flour (unleavened), oil, frank- 
incense, seasoned with salt. ' The priest shall take a handful of tlm 
flour that is tempered with oil, and all the frankincense that is put 
upon the flour, and he shall bum it on the altar for a memorial of 
most sweet odour to the Lord. It shall be most holy as that which 
is offered for sin and trespass' (Levit. vi. 16-17). 

3. The peace-offering consisted of the sacrifice of sheep, goats, 
or oxen, and in the case of the poor, of turtles, doves, or pigeons, 
which were sacrificed to God ; sometimes in fulfilment of a vow, 
sometimes as an act of thanksgiving, and sometimes as a free-will 
offering. ^ If the oblation be for thanksgiving, they shall offer loaves 
without leaven, tempered with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed 
with oil and fine flour, fried, and cakes tempered and mingled with 
oil, moreover loaves of leavened bread with the sacrifice of thanks 
which is offered for peace-offerings' (Levit. vii. 12, 13). 

4. The sin-offering was a sacrifice of the fiock, herd, or birds, 
offered in'^expiation of sin and defilement. If any one be Vitness 
to another swearing, or if he know that he has done it, and say no- 
thing about it, then he is guilty of an offence, and ought to make 
atonement for it by a sin-offering. So also if a man take a rash 
oath, and forget all about it, and afterwards come to understand 
his offence. So also if he have touched any thing that is unclean, or 
if he have defiled himself in any way, or if he defraud his neigh- 
bour, or deny his trust, or be gufity of extortion. In a word, when- 
ever he knows himself to have committed any sin, he is to expiate 
it by the sacrifice called a sin-offering. Todd's Sacred History. 

NOTE ON THE FEASTS OF THE MOSAIC LAW. 

There were three great feasts ordained by the law of Moses, 
which the people were enjoined to observe. Three times a year all 
thy males shall appear before the Lord (Ex. xxiii.) : 

At the Feast of the Pasch or Unleavened Bread. 
„ „ Pentecost or of Weeks. 

„ „ Tabernacles. 

The Feast of the Pasch or Passover was so called in commemor- 
ation of the destroying Sungel passing over those houses of the Israel- 
ites that were sprinkled with the blood of the Paschal lamb. 
Each family was to select a lamb of a year old without blemish, to 
sacrifice it, and eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Tney 
were to eat it with their loins girded and staves in their hands, and 
the^ were to continue to keep the feast for seven dajs, daring 
which time no leaven was to be found in their houses. This feast 
corresponds to our Easter. 

The Feast of Weeks was so called because seven weeks were to 
be numbered from the Passover, and at the end, or on the fiftieth 
day, the people were to celebrate the ingathering of their com. 
Hence it was called both the Feast of Pentecost, which means fifty, 
and tbe Feast of the Ingathering. On this feast, and before they 
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consumed the produce of the harvest, they were to offer the first- 
fruits to God. As this feast came exactly at the time of year at 
which the law was given to the people at Mount Sinai, that is, on the 
fiftieth day after their deliverance from Egypt, it has been often con- 
nected with that event. The Christian festival of Pentecost is kept 
on the same day, though to commemorate a different event. 

The Feast of Tabernacles was in the autimin, when the harvest 
of ffrapes and olives was completed. The people left their houses 
and dwelt in tents or tabernacles for seven days, in memory of their 
sojourn in the wilderness, and in thanksgiving for their enjoyment of 
the good land and its produce of which God nad given them posses- 
sion in the Promised Land. 

Besides these principal feasts there were some lesser ones. There 
was the Feast of Trumpets in the seventh month, October, which was 
the beginning of the civil year, and which was ushered in with the 
blowing of trumpets. There was the Feast of the New Moon or first 
day of every month. And to these were added, later on, after the 
Captivity, the Fea^t ofPurim^ or lots, and the Feast of the Dedication 
of the Temple. 

There was also one fast, or day of humiliation, called the day of 
Expiation or Atonement. On this day the high-priest was com- 
manded to take two goats and a ram, the latter to be sacrificed at 
once as a holocaust. Of the two goats, one was to be chosen by lot 
to be offered for the sins of the people, whilst on the other the 
priest was to lay his hands and confess the sins of the people ; and 
afterwards the goat was to be sent away into the desert. Hence it 
was called the emissary goat, or the scapegoat. On this day the 
people were ordered * to afflict their souls,' and this was the only 
day in the year when the high-priest entered into the Holy of 
Holies (Heb.ix. 7). 



THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS. 

The third Book of Moses is called Leviticus, because it especially treats of the 
rites to be observed by the tribe of Levi, who were devoted to the service of 
the Tabernacle. It appears to have been composed by Moses whilst the 
people lay encamped at Mount SinaL The events narrated in it were all 
mclnded m the space of a month. 

aSCT. XXXIII. MOSES CONSECRATES AARON AND HIS SONS 
NADAB AND ABIU, . 

The Consecration of Aaron. — And the Lord spoke to Moses, Leviticus 
saying : Take Aaron with his sons, their vestments, and the oil ^ "g* 
of unction, a calf for sin, two rams, a basket with unleavened 
bread, and thou shalt gather together all the congregation to 
the door of the tabernacle. 

And Moses did as the Lord had commanded. And all the 
multitude being gathered together before the door of the taber- 
nacle, he said : This is the word tTiat tT[i^laOT^\i^\\i ^io^ssssiscsA^ 
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to be done. And immediately lie offered Aaron and his sons : 
and when he had washed them, he vested the high-priest with 
the strait linen garment, girding him with the girdle, and 
putting on him the violet tunic, and over it he put the ephod,* 
and binding it with the girdle, he fitted it to the breastplate, 
on which was Doctrine and Truth. f He put also the mitre 
upon his head : and upon the mitre over the forehead, he put 
the plate of gold, consecrated with sanctification, as the Lord 
had commanded him. He took also the anointing oil, with 
which he anointed the tabernacle, with all the furniture thereof. 
And when he had sanctified and sprinkled the altar seven times, 
he anointed it and all the vessels thereof, and the laver with 
the foot thereof, he sanctified with the oil. And he poured it 
upon Aaron's head,* and he anointed and consecrated him. 

And after he had offered his sons, he vested them with 

linen tunics, and girded them with girdles, and put mitres on 

them, as the Lord had commanded. He offered also the calf 

for sin: and when Aaron and his sons had put their hands 

upon the head thereof, he immolated it. 

Leviticus And taking the ointment, and the blood that was upon the 

3 J.3& ^^^^^y ^® sprinkled Aaron, and his vestments, and his sons, and 

■' their vestments with it. 

And when he had sanctified them in their vestments, he 
commanded them, saying : Boil the flesh before the door of the 
tabernacle, and there eat it. Eat ye also the loaves of conse- 
cration, that are laid in the basket, as the Lord commanded me, 
saying : Aaron and his sons shall eat them : and whatsoever 
shall be left of the flesh and the loaves shall be consumed with 
fire. And you shall not go out of the door of the tabernacle 
for seven days, until the day wherein the time of your conse- 
cration shall be expired. Eor in seven days the consecration is 
finished, as at this present it hath been done, that the rite of 
the sacrifice might be accomplished. Day and night shall you 
remain in the tabernacle observing the watches of the Lord, lest 
you die: for so it hath been commanded me. And Aaron and 
his sons did all things which the Lord spoke by the hand of 



Lcvticus Aaron's Sacrifice. — And when the eighth day was come, 

^' Moses called Aaron and his sons, and the ancients of Israel, and 

' said to Aaron : Take of the herd a calf for sin, and a ram for a 

holocaust, both without blemish, and offer them before the Lord. 

* The Ephod was a priestly garment, consisting of two parts, which were 
united on the shoulders. 

f Cflflied also Urim and Thmnmim. 
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And to the children of Israel thou shalt say : Take ye a he-goat 
for sin, and a calf, and a iamh, both of a year old, and without 
blemish, for. a holocaust, also a bullock and a ram for peace- 
offerings : and immolate them before the Lord, offering for the 
sacrifice of every one of them flour tempered with oil; for to-day 
the Lord will appear to you. 

They brought therefore all things that Moses had commanded 
before the door of the tabernacle, where when all the multitude 
stood, Moses said : This is the word, which the Lord hath com- 
manded : do it, and His glory will appear to you. And he 
said to Aaron : Approach to the altar, and offer sacrifice for thy 
sin : offer the holocaust, and pray for thyseK and for the people : 
and when thou hast slain the people's victim, pray for them, as 
the Lord hath commanded. And forthwith Aaron, approach-^ 
ing to the altar, immolated the calf for his sin. • 

And his sons brought him the blood of it : and he dipped 
his finger therein, and touched the horns of the altar, and 
poured the rest at the foot thereo£ And the fat, and the little 
kidneys, and the caul of the liver, which are for sin, he burnt 
upon the altar, as the Lord had commanded Moses : but tha 
flesh and skins thereof he burnt with fire without the camp. He 
immolated also the victim of holocaust : and his sons brought 
him the blood thereof, which he poured round about on the 
altar. And the victim being cut into pieces, they brought to- 
him the head and all the members, aU which he burnt with fire 
upon the altar, having first washed the entrails and the feet 
with water. Then offering for the sin of the people, he slew 
the he-goat : and expiating the altar, he offered the holocaust : 
adding in the sacrifice the libations, which are offered withal, 
and burning them upon the altar, besides the ceremonies of the 
morning holocaust. He immolated also the bullock and the 
ram, the peace-offerings of the people : and his sons brought 
him the blood, which he poured upon the altar round about. 
The fat also of the bullock, and the rump of the ram, and the 
two little kidneys, with their fat, and the caul of the liver, they 
put upon the breasts. And after the fat was burnt upon the 
altar, Aaron separate^their breasts, and the right shoulders, 
elevating them beforfthe Lord, as Moses had commanded. 

And stretching »rth his hands to the people, he blessed 
them. And so the^ctims for sin, and the holocausts, and the 
peace-offerings beilFfinished, he came down. And Moses and 
Aaron wiBut into thl^bemacle of the testimony, and afterwards 
came forth and blessed the people. And the glory of the Lqi:<L 
appeared to all the multitude : aixd "belLioVi ^ ^^^ c.orcKcckS^l^'^J^ 
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from the Lord, devoured the holocaust, and the fat that was 
upon the altar ; which when the multitude saw, they praised 
the Lord, falling on their faces. 

Leviticus Death of Nadab and Abiu. — And Nadab and Abiu, the 
X. 1-3. sons of Aaron, taking their censers, put fire therein, and incense 
on it, offering before the Lord strange fire :* which was not 
commanded them. And fire coming out from the Lord de- 
stroyed them, and they died before the Lord.t 

And Moses said to Aaron : This is what the Lord hath 
spoken : I will be sanctified in them that approach to Me, and 
I will be glorified in the sight of all the people. And when 
Aaron heard this, he held his peace. 

Leviticus Punishment of a Blasphemer. — And behold there went out 
^xiv. the son of a woman of Israel, whom she had of an Egyptian, 
among the children of Israel, and fell at words in the camp 
with a man of Israel. And when he had blasphemed the name, 
and had cursed it, he was brought to Moses (now his mother 
was called Salumith, the daughter of Dabri, of the tribe of 
Dan) : and they put him into prison, till they might know 
what the Lord would command. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Bring forth the 
blasphemer without the camp, and let them that heard him put 
their hands upon his head, and let all the people stone him4 
And thou shalt speak to the children of Israel : The man that 
curseth his God shall bear his sin : and he that blasphemeth 
the name of the Lord, dying let him die : all the multitude 
shall stone him, whether he be a native or a stranger. He that 
blasphemeth the name of the Lord, dying let him die. 



10-16. 



THE BOOK OF NUMBERS. 

This fourth Book of Moses is called Numbers, because it begins with the num- 
bering of the people. It contains the transactions of the Israelites from the 
second month of the second year after their going out of E^ypt, until the 
beginning of the eleventh month of the fortieth year ; that is, a history of 
almost thirty-nine years, out of the forty during which they sojourned in the 
desert. 

SECT, XXXIV. THE PEOPLE ARE NUMBERED, THE LEVITES ARE 
SEPARATED FOR THE SERVICE OF OOD, 

Numbers The Numbers of the People. — And the Lord spoke to Moses 

I. 1-4. 

* Fire not taken from the sanctuary. 

t Their relatives were also forbidden to make any mourning for them, lest 
they should seem to complain of God's just judgment. 
^ Another instance or the first offender being &eveie\7 "igixxia&Yifid* 
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in the desert of Sinai in the tahernacle of the cove- •» n iion 
nant, the first day of the second month, the second * * 
year of their going out of Egypt, saying : Take the sum of all 
the congregation of the children of Israel by their families and 
houses, and the names of every one, as many as are of the male 
sex, from twenty years old and upwards, of all the men of Israel 
fit for war, and you shall number them by their troops, thou 
and Aaron. And there shall be with you the princes of the 
tribes, and of the houses in their kindreds. 

"Whom Moses and Aaron took with all the multitude of the Numbers 
common people and assembled them on the first day of the i« 17-19. 
second month, reckoning them up by the kindreds, and houses, 
and families, and heads, and names of every one from twenty 
years old and upward, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 
And they were numbered in the desert of Sinai. 

This i& the number of the children of Israel, of their army Numbers 
divided according to the houses of their kindreds and their ^' 32-34. 
troops, six hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty. 
And the Levites were not numbered among the children of Israel: 
for so the Lord had commanded Moses. And the children of 
Israel did according to all things that the Lord had commanded. 
They camped by their troops, and marched by the families and 
houses of their fathers. 

These are the generations of Aaron and Moses in the day Numbers 
that the Lord spoke to Moses in mount Sinai. And these the ^^^- ^'^' 
names of the sons of Aaron : his first-born !N'adab, then Abiu, 
and Eleazar, and Ithamar. These the names of the sons of 
Aaron, the priests that were anointed, and whose hands were filled 
and consecrated, to do the functions of priesthood. . . 

The Levites. — And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying : Bring Numbers 
the tribe of Levi, and make them stand in the sight of Aaron "^« ^"^^* 
the priest to minister to him, and let them watch, and observe 
whatsoever appertaineth to the service of the multitude before 
the tabernacle of the testimony, and let them keep the vessels 
of the tabernacle, serving in the ministry thereof. And thou 
shalt give the Levites for a gift to Aaron and to his sons, to 
whom they are delivered by the children of Israel. But thou 
shalt appoint Aaron and his sons over "the service of priesthood. 
The stranger that approacheth to minister shall be put to death. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: I have taken the 
Levites from the children of Israel, for every first-born that 
openeth the womb among the children of Israel, and the Levites 
shall be Mine. For every first-born is Mine ; siYL'Ji^^^Xjtx^sil*.*^^ 
£r8t-horn in the land of Egypt : 1 Yi^n^ «,««va\ASia'^\»^^^^'^ 
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wliatsoever is first-bom in Israel both of man and beast, they 
are Mine : I am the Lord. 
Numbers And the Lord spoke to Moses in the desert of Sinai, say- 

39-5i' ^^^ * ^^^^®^ *^® s^^^ 0^ JjeYi by the houses of their fathers 
' and their famiUes, every male from one month and upward. 
Moses numbered them as the Lord had commanded. All the 
Levites, that Moses and Aaron numbered according to the pre- 
cept of the Lord, by their families, of the male kind from one 
month and upward, were twenty-two thousand. 

Numbers of the First-bom. — And the Lord said to Moses : 
dumber the first-born of the male sex of the children of Israel, 
from one month and upward, and thou shalt take the sum of 
them. And thou shalt take the Levites to Me for all the first- 
born of the children of Israel, I am the Lord : and their cattle 
for all the first-bom of the cattle of the children of IsraeL 

Moses reckoned up, as the Lord had commanded, the first- 
bom of the children of Israel : and the males by their names, 
from one month and upward, were tweniy-two thousand two 
hundred and seventy-three. And the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying : Take the Levites for the first-bom of the children of 
Israel, and the cattle of the Levites for their cattle, and the 
Levites shall be Mine. I am the Lord. But for the price of 
the two hundred and seventy-three, of the first-bom of the 
children of Israel, that exceed the number of the Levites, thou 
shalt take five shekels for every head, according to the weight 
of the sanctuary. A shekel hath twenty obols. And thou shalt 
give the money to Aaron and his sons, the price of them that 
are above. Moses therefore took the money of them that were 
above, and whom they had redeemed from the Levites, for the 
first-born of the children of Israel, one thousand three hundred 
and sixty-five shekels, according to the weight of the sanctuary, 
and gave it to Aaron and his sons, according to the word that 
the Lord had commanded him. 
Numbers The Dedication of the Levites. — ^And the Lord spoke to 

VIII. Moses, saying : Take the Levites out of the midst of the children 
• of Israel, and thou shalt purify them, according to this rite : Let 
them be sprinkled with the water of purification, and let them, 
shave all the hairs of their flesh. And when they shall have 
washed their garments and are cleansed, they shall take an ox 
of the herd, and for the ofiering thereof &Qe flour tempered 
with oil : and thou shalt take another ox of the herd for a sin- 
offering. And thou shalt bring the Levites before the taber- 
nacle of the covenant, calling together all the multitude of the 
cJuldren oflsiSLol, And when the Levites are before the Lord^ 
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the children of Israel shall put their hands upon them: and 
Aaron shall offer the Levites, as a gift in the sight of the Lord 
from the children of Israel, that they may serve in His miuistry. 
The Levites also shall put their hands upon the heads of the 
oxen, of which thou shalt sacrifice one for sin, and the other 
for a holocaust to the Lord, to pray for them. And thou shalt 
set the Levites in the sight of Aaron and of his sons, and shalt 
consecrate them, being offered to the Lord, and shalt separate 
them from the midst of the children of Israel, to be Mine. And 
afterwards they shall enter into the tabernacle of the covenant, 
to serve Me. And thus shalt thou purify and consecrate them 
for an oblation of the Lord : for as a gift they were given Me 
by the children of Israel. I have taken them instead of the 
first-bom that open every womb in Israel, for all the first-born 
of the children of Israel, both of men and of beasts, are Mine. 
IVom the day that I slew every first-bom in the land of Egypt, 
have I sanctified them to Myself: and I have taken the Le- 
vites for all the first-bom of the children of Israel : and have 
delivered them for a gift to Aaron and his sons out of the midst 
of the people, to serve Me for Israel in the tabernacle of the 
covenant, and to pray for them, lest there should be a plague 
among the people, if they should presume to approach unto My 
sanctuary. 

And Moses and Aaron and all the multitude of the children 
of Israel did with the Levites all that the Lord had commanded 
Moses: and they were purified, and washed their garments. 
And Aaron lifted them up in the sight of the Lord, and prayed 
for them, that being purified they might go into the tabernacle 
of the covenant to do their services before Aaron and his sons. 
As the Lord had commanded Moses touching the Levites, so 
was it done. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying : This is the law of the 
Levites : firom twenty-five years old and upwards, they shall go 
in to minister in the tabernacle of the covenant. And when 
they shall have accomplished the fiftieth year of their age, they 
shall cease to serve : and they shall be the ministers of their 
brethren in the tabernacle of the covenant^ to keep the things 
that are committed to their care, but not to do the works. Thus 
shalt tiou order the Levites touching their charge. 
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SECT. XXXV, THE SECOND PASSOVER, THE DEPARTURE FROM 
MOUNT SINAI, 

Nnmbers The Second Passover. — ^The Lord spoke to Moses in the 
"• ^"^' desert of Sinai, the second year after they were come out of the 
land of Egypt, in the first month, saying : Let the children of 
Israel make the Passover in its due time, the fourteenth day of 
this month in the evening, according to all the ceremonies and 
justifications thereof. And Moses commanded the children of 
Israel that they should keep the Passover. And they made it 
in its proper time, the fourteenth day of the month at evening, 
in mount Sinai. The children of Israel did according to all 
things that the Lord had commanded Moses. 
Numbers Now on the day that the taberuacle was reared up, a cloud 
[X. 16-23. ^Qy3|.^ it^ B^t ^ui the evening there was over the tabernacle 
as it were the appearance of fire until the morning. So it was 
always : by day the cloud covered it, and by night as it were 
the appearance of fire. And when the cloud that covered the- 
tabernacle was taken up, then the children of Israel marched 
forward : and in the place where the cloud stood still, there 
they camped. At the commandment of the Lord they marched, 
and at His commandment they pitched the tabernacle. All 
the days that the cloud abode over the tabemade, they re- 
mained in the same place : and if it was so that it continued 
over it a long time, the children of Israel kept the watches of 
the Lord, and marched not, for as many days soever as the cloud 
stayed over the tabernacle. At the commandment of the Lord 
they pitched their tents, and at His commandment they took 
them down. If the cloud tarried from evening until morning, 
and immediately at break of day left the tabernacle, they marched 
forward : and if it departed after a day and a night, they took 
down their tents. But if it remained over the tabernacle for 
two days or a month or a longer time, the children of Israel 
remained in the same place, and marched not : but immediately 
as soon as it departed, they removed the camp. By the word 
of the Lord they pitched their tents, and by His word they 
marched, and kept the watches of the Lord according to His 
commandment by the hand of Moses. 
N^umbere The Departure from Sinai. — ^The second year, in the second 
X. 11-12. month, the twentieth day of the month, the cloud was taken up 
from the tabernacle of the covenant. And the children of Israel 
marched by their troops from the desert of Sinai, and the cloud 
rested in the Tdldemess of Pharan. 
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So they maTched from the mount of the Lord three days* Numbers 
journey, arid the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before ^ ^^^* 
them for three days, providing a place for the camp. The cloud 
also of the Lord was over them by day when they marched. 
And when the ark was lifted up, Moses said : Arise, Lord, 
and let Thy enemies be scattered, and let them that hate Thee 
flee from before Thy fece. And when it was set down, he 
said : Return, Lord, to the multitude of the host of IsraeL 



BECT. XXXYl, THE PEOPLE MURMUR AND ARE PUNISHED. THE INSTI- 
TUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF SEVENTY ELDERS. MART IS STRUCK 
WITH LEPROSY. 

The Hmmnrings of the People. — ^Li the mean time there Numbers 
arose a murmuring of the people against the Lord, as it were ^'* ^'^^* 
repining at their fatigue. And when the Lord heard it He was 
angry. And the fire of the Lord being kindled against them, 
devoured them that were at the uttermost part of the camp. 
And when the people cried to Moses, Moses prayed to the Lord, 
and the fire was swallowed up. And he called the name of that 
place. The burning :♦ for that the fire of the Lord had been 
kuidled against them. 

For a mixed multitude of people, that came up with them, 
burned with desire, sitting and weeping, the children of Israel 
also being joined with them, and said : Who shall give us flesh 
to eat 1 We remember the fish that we ate in Egypt free-cost : 
the cucumbers come into our mind, and the melons, and the 
leeks, and the onions, and the garlic. Our soul is dry, our eyes 
behold nothing else but manna. 

(Now the manna was like coriander-seed, of the colour of 
bdellium.t And the people went about, and gathering it, 
ground it in a mill, or beat it in a mortar, and boiled it in a 
pot and made cakes thereof, of the taste of bread tempered with 
oiL And when the dew fell in the night upon the camp, the 
manna also fell with it.) 

Now Moses heard the people weeping by their families, 
every one at the door of his tent. And the wrath of the Lord 
was exceedingly enkindled : to Moses also the thing seemed in- 
supportable. And he said to the Lord : Why hast Thou afilicted 
Thy servant ? wherefore do I not find favour before Thee ? and 
why hast Thou laid the weight of all this people upon me ? 
Have I conceived all this multitude, or begotten them, that 
Thou shouldst say to me : Carry them in thy bosom. «ji ^Vsl^ 
♦ Taberah, f That is, wluU aiiaL^>Ti^\.V^'fe *.\ftKeu 
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nurse is wont to carry the Kttle infant, and bear them into the 
land, for which Thou hast sworn to their fathers'? Whence 
should I have flesh to give to so great a multitude 1 they weep 
against me, saying : Give us flesh that we may eat. I am not 
able alone to bear all this people, because it is too heavy for me. 
But if it seem unto Thee otherwise, I beseech Thee to kill me, 
and let me find grace in Thy eyes, that I be not afflicted with 
so great evils. 
Numbers The Council of Seventy. — ^And the Lord said to Moses : 
XI. 16-29. Gather unto Me seventy men of the ancients of Israel, whom 
thou knowest to be ancients and masters of the people : and 
thou shalt bring them to the door of the tabernacle of the cove- 
nant, and shalt make them stand there with thee, that I may 
come down and speak with thee : and I will take of thy spirit, 
and will give to them, that they may bear with thee the burthen 
of the people, and thou mayst not be burthened alone. 

And thou shalt say to the people : Be ye sanctified : to- 
morrow you shall eat flesh : for I have heard you say : Who 
wiU give us flesh to eat? it was well with us in Egypt. The 
Lord will give you flesh, and you may eat : not for one day, nor 
two, nor ^ye^ nor ten, no nor for twenty. But even for a month 
of days, till it come out at your nostrils, and become loathsome 
to you, because you have cast off the Lord, who is in the midst, 
of you, and have wept before Him, saying : Why came we out 
of Egypt 1 

And Moses said : There are six hundred thousand footmen 
of this people, and sayest Thou : I will give them flesh to eat a 
whole month ] Shall then a multitude of sheep and oxen be 
killed, that it may suffice for their food 1 or shall the fishes of 
the sea be gathered together to fill them ? 

And the Lord answered him : Is the hand of the Lord un- 
able 1 Thou shalt presently see whether My word shall come 
to pass or no. 

Moses therefore came, and told the people the words of the 
Lord, and assembled seventy men of the ancients of Israel, and 
made them to stand about the tabernacle. And the Lord came 
down in a cloud, and spoke to him, taking away of the spirit 
that was in Moses, and giving to the seventy men. And when 
the spirit had rested on them they prophesied,* nor did they 
cease afterwards. 

Now there remained in the camp two of the men, of whom 

one was called Eldad, and the other Medad, upon whom the 

spirit rested; for they also had been enrolled, but were not 

* i. e, they were inspired to utter the piaiaea ot GoOi ox \o ^wte^ His will. 
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^one forth to the tabernacle. And when they prophesied in 
the camp, there ran a young man, and told Moses, saying: 
Eldad and Medad prophesy in the camp. Forthwith Josue the 
eon of Nun, the minister of Moses, and chosen out of many, 
said : My lord Moses, forbid them. But he said : Why art thou 
zealous for me 1 that all the people might prophesy, and that 
4he Lord would give them His spirit ! 

The Quails. — ^And Moses returned, with the ancients of Numbers 
Israel, into the camp. And a wind going out from the Lord, xi, 30^ 
taking quails up beyond the sea brought them, and cast them 
into the camp for the space of one day's journey, on every side 
of the camp round about, and they flew in the air two cubits 
high above the ground. The people therefore rising up all that 
<iay, and night, and the next day, gathered together of quails, 
he that did least, ten omers ; and they dried them round about 
the camp. 

As yet the flesh was between their teeth, neither had that 
kind of meat failed : when behold the wrath of the Lord being 
provoked against the people, struck them with an exceeding 
great plague. And that place was called, the graves of lust ;* 
for there they buried the people that had lusted. And depart- 
ing from the graves of lust, they came unto Haseroth, and abode 
there. ' 

The Punishment of Mary. — ^And Mary and Aaron spoke Numbers 
against Moses, because of his wife the Ethiopian. f And they xu. 1-16. 
said: Hath the Lord spoken by Moses only] hath He not 
also spoken to us in Hke manner ? 

And when the Lord heard this (for Moses was a man ex- 
ceeding meek above all men that dwelt upon earthj), immedi- 
ately He spoke to him, and to Aaron and Mary : Come out you 
three only to the tabernacle of the covenant. 

And when they were come out, the Lord came down in the 
piUar of the cloud, and stood in the entry of the tabernacle 
calling to Aaron and Mary. 

Aid when they were come, He said to them: Hear My 
words : If there be among you a prophet of the Lord, I will 
appear to him in a vision, or I will speak to him in a dream. 
But it is not so with My servant Moses, who is most faithful in 

* The graves of lust, or the sepulchres of concupiscence: so called from 
tiieiT irregular desire of flesh. In Hebrew, Kibroth Mattaavah. 

f Sephora the wife of Moses was of Madian, which bordered upon the land 
of Chus or Ethiopia ; and therefore she is called an Ethiopian : where note that 
the Ethiopia here spoken of is not that of Africa, but that of Arabia. Douay. 

t Moses, who was full of fiery zeal in the cauaeotGcAttsA.'^Kv^^^^'s^^'ft.^ 
was meek and patient in his own cause. 
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all My house : for I speak to him mouth to mouth : and plainly, 
and not by riddles and figures, doth he see the Lord. Why 
then were you not afraid to speak ill of My servant Moses 1 

And being angry with them He went away : the cloud also 
that was over the tabernacle departed : and behold Mary ap- 
peared white as snow with a leprosy* 

And when Aaron had looked on her, and saw her all covered 
with leprosy, he said to Moses : I beseech thee, my lord, lay 
not upon us this sin, which we have foolishly committed : let 
her not be as one dead, and as an abortive that is cast forth 
from the mother's womb. Lo, now one half of her flesh is con- 
sumed with the leprosy. 

And Moses cried to the Lord, saying: God, I beseech 
Thee heal her. And the Lord answered him: If her father 
had spitten upon her face, ought she not to have been ashamed 
for seven days at least ? Let her be separated seven days with-- 
out the camp, and afterwards she shall be called again. Mary 
therefore was put out of the camp seven days : and the people 
moved not from that place until Mary was called again. 



SECT. XXXriI, THE JSRAELITES COME TO THE BORDERS OF THE PROMISED 
LAND. THE TWELVE SPIES. THE PEOPLE'S WANT OF CONFIDENCE IN GOD. 

Numbers Th6 Twelvc Spios. — ^And the people marched from Haseroth, 
XIII. 1-3. j^jj^ pitched their tents in the desert of Pharan. 

And there the Lord spoke to Moses, saying : Send men to 

view the land of Canaan, which I will give to the children of 

Israel, one of every tribe, of the rulers. . 

Numbers And Moses sent them to view the land of Canaan, and said 

tii. 18-34. jjQ them : Go you up by the south side. And when you shall come 

to the mountains, view the land, of what sort it is : and the 

people that are the inhabitants thereof, whether they be strong 

or weak : few in number or many : the land itself, whether it 

be good or bad : what manner of cities, walled or without walls : 

the ground, fet or barren, woody or without trees. Be of good 

courage, and bring us of the fruits of the land. Now it was the 

\ time when the first ripe grapes are fit to be eaten. 

And when they were gone up, they viewed the land from 
the desert of Sin, unto Eohob as you enter into Emath. And 
they went up at the south side, and came to Hebron, where 
were Achiman and Sisai and Tholmai the sons of Enac. l^or 
Hebron was built seven years before Tanis the city of Egypt. 
And going forward as far as the torrent of the cluster of grapes^ 
tbejr cut off a branch with its cluster of grapes, which two men 
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earned npon a lever. They took also of th^ pomegranates and 
of the figs of that place, which was called !N'ehelescol, that is to 
say, the torrent of the cluster of gUapes, because from thence the 
children of Israel had carried a cluster of grapes. 

And they that went to spy out the land returned after forty 
days, haying gone round all the country, and came to Moses 
and Aaron and to all the assembly of the children of Israel to 
the desert of Pharan, which is in Cades. And speaking to them 
and to all the multitude, they showed them the fruits of the 
land. 

And they related and said : We came into the land to which 
thou sentest us, which in very deed floweth with milk and 
honey, as may be known by these fruits : but it hath very strong 
inhabitants, and the cities are great and walled. We saw there 
the race of Enac. Amalec dwelleth in the south, the Hethite 
and the Jebusite and the Amorrhite in the mountains : but the 
Canaanite abideth by the sea and near the streams of the 
Jordan. 

In the mean time Caleb, to still the murmuring of the peo- 
ple that rose against Moses, said : Let us go up and possess the 
land, for we shall be able to conquer it. But the othe!rs, that 
had been with him, said : No, we are not able to go up to this 
people, because they are stronger than we. And they spoke ill 
of the land, which they had viewed, before the children of Israel, 
saying : The land, which we have viewed, devoureth its inhabit- 
ants :* the people that we beheld are of a tall stature. There 
we saw certain monsters of the sons of Enac, a giant race : in 
comparison of whom we seemed like locusts. 

The People rebel. — Therefore the whole multitude crying NumbeK 
wept that night. And all the children of Israel murmured ^v. 1-21 
against Moses and Aaron, saying : Would God that we had died 
in Egypt : and would God we may die in this vast wilderness, 
and that the Lord may not bring us into this land, lest we fell 
by the sword, and our wives and children be led away captives. 
Is it not better to return into Egypt 1 And they said one to an- 
other: Let us appoint a captain, and let us return into Egypt. 

And when Moses and Aaron heard this, they fell down flat 
upon the ground before the multitude of the children of IsraeL 
But Josue the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephone, who 
themselves also had viewed the land, rent their gaiments, and 
said to all the multitude of the children of Israel: The land 
which we have gone round is very good : if the Lord be favour- 
able, He will bring us into it, and give us a land flowing with 
* * Is unhealthy.* 'Ki£srB.i(3&« 
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milk and honey. Be not rebellious against the Lord : and fear 
ye not the people of this land, for we are able to eat them up 
as bread. All aid is gone from them : the Lord is with us, fear 
ye not. 

And when all the multitude cried out, and would have stoned 
them, the glory of the Lord appeared over the tabernacle of the 
covenant to all the children of Israel. 

And the Lord said to Moses : How long will this people pro- 
voke Me 1 how long will they not believe Me for all the signs 
that I have wrought before them ? I will strike them therefore 
with pestilence, and will consume them : but thee I will make 
a ruler over a great nation, and a mightier than this is. 

And Moses said to the Lord : The Egyptians, from the midst 
of whom Thou hast brought forth this people, and the inhabit- 
ants of this land, who have heard that Thou, Lord, art among 
this people, and art seen face to face, and Thy cloud protecteth 
them, and Thou goest before them in a pillar of a cloud by day, 
and in a pillar of fire by night, may hear that Thou hast killed 
so great a multitude as it were one man, and may say : He could 
not bring the people into the land for which He had sworn, 
therefore did He kill them in the wilderness. Let then the 
power of the Lord be magnified, as Thou hast sworn, saying : 
The Lord is patient and full of mercy, taking away iniquity and 
wickedness, and leaving no man clear, visiting the sins of the 
father upon the children unto the third and fourth generation. 
Eorgive, I beseech Thee, the sins of this people, according to the 
greatness of Thy mercy, as Thou bast been merciful to them from 
their going out of Egypt unto this place. 

And the Lord said : I have forgiven according to thy word. 
As I live, the whole earth shall be filled with the glory of the 
Lord. But yet all the men that have seen My majesty, and the 
signs that I have done in Egypt, and in the wilderness, and have 
tempted Me now ten times, and have not obeyed My voice, shall 
not see the land for which I swore to their fathers, neither shall 
any one of them that hath detracted Me behold it. My servant 
Caleb, who being full of another spirit hath followed Me, I will 
bring into this land which he hath gone round : and his seed 
shall possess it. Eor the Amalekite and the Canaanite dwell in 
the valleys. To-morrow remove the camp and return into the 
wilderness by the way of the Red Sea. 
imbers The Punishment of the Israelites.— And the Lord spoke to 
• ^^^' Moses and Aaron, saying : How long doth this wicked multi- 
tude murmur against Me ? I have heard the murmurings of the 
children o£ IsraeL Say therefore to them : As I live, saith the 
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Lord : According as you have spoken in My hearing, so will I 
do to you. In the wilderness shall your carcasses lie. All you 
that were numbered from twenty years old and upward, and 
have murmured against Me, shall not enter into the land, over 
which I lifted up My hand to make you dwell therein, except 
Caleb the son of Jephone, and Josue the son of ITun. But your 
children, of whom you said, that they should be a prey to the 
enemies, will I bring in : that they may see the land which you 
have despised. Your carcasses shall lie in the wilderness. Your 
children shall wander in the desert forty years, and shall bear 
your sin, until the carcasses of their fathers be consumed in the 
desert, according to the number of the forty days, wherein 
you viewed the land : a year shall be counted for a day. And 
forty years you shall bear your iniquities, and shall Imow My 
revenge : for as I have spoken, so will I do to all this wicked 
multitude, that hath risen up together against Me: in this 
wilderness shall it faint away and die. 

Therefore all the men, whom Moses had sent to view the 
land, and who at their return had made the whole multitude to 
murmur against him, speaking ill of the land that it was naught, 
died and were struck in the sight of the Lord. But Josue the 
son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephone lived, of all them 
that had gone to view the land. 

And Moses spoke all these words to all the children of 
Israel, and th« people mourned exceedingly. And behold rising 
up very early in the morning, they went up to the top of the 
mountain, and said : We are ready to go up to the place of 
which the Lord hath spoken : for we have sinned. And Moses 
said to them : Why transgress you the word of the Lord, which 
fihall not succeed prosperously with you ? Go not up, for the 
Lord is not with you : lest you fall before your enemies. The 
Amalekite and the Canaanite are before you, and by their sword 
you shall fall, because you would not consent to the Lord, neither 
will the Lord be with you. 

But they being blinded went up to the top of the mountain. 
But the ark of the testament of the Lord and Moses departed 
not from the camp. And the Amalekite came down, and the 
Canaanite that dwelt in the mountain : and smiting and slaying 
them pursued them as far as Horma. 
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SECT. XXXVllh THE PUNISHMENT ON THE aABBATH-BREAKER, 
THE SCHISM OF CORE. 

Kmnbers ^0 Sabbath-bieaJker. — And it came to pass, when the 

XV, 32-36. children of Israel were in the wilderness^ and had found a man 

gathering sticks on the sabbath day, that they brought him to 
Moses and Aaron and the whole multitude. And they put biwi 
into prison, not knowing what they should do with him. 

And the Lord said to Moses : Let that man die, let all the 

multitude stone him without the camp. And when they had 

brought him out, they stoned him, and he died as the Lord had 

conimanded. 

Numbers Gore, Dathau, and Abiron. — And behold Core the son of 

XVI. 1-80. Isaar, the son of Caath,the son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiron 

the sons of Eliab, and Hon the son of Pheleth of the children 
of Ruben, rose up against Moses, and with them two hundred 
and fifty others of the children of Israel, leading men of the 
congregation, and who in the time of assembly were called by 
name.* And when they had stood up against Moses and Aaron,, 
they said : Let it be enough for you, that all the multitude con- 
sisteth of holy ones, and the Lord is among them : why lift you 
up yourselves above the people of the Lord ? 

When Moses heard this, he fell flat on his face : and speak- 
ing to Core and all the multitude, he said : In the morning the 
Lord wiU make known who belong to Him, and the holy He 
will join to Himself : and whom He shall choose, they shall 
approach to Him. Do this therefore : Take every man of you 
your censers, thou Core, and all thy company. And putting fire 
in them to-morrow, put incense upon it before the Lord : and 
whomsoever He shall choose, the same shall be holy : you take 
too much upon you, ye sons of Levi. 

And he said again to Core : Hear, ye sons of Levi : Is it a 
small thing unto you, that the God of Israel hath spared you 
from all the people, and joined you to Himself, that you should 
serve Him in the service of the tabernacle, and should stand 
before the congregation of the people, and should minister to 
Him 1 Did He therefore make thee and all thy brethren the 
sons of Levi to approach unto Him, that you should challenge 
to yourselves the priesthood also, and that all thy company 
should stand against the Lord? for what is Aaron that you 
murmur against him ? 

* The crime of these men, which was pmiishedin so remarkable a mamier, 
was that of schism, and of rebellion against the authority established by God 
in the Church ; and their pretending to the priesthood without being lawfully 
caUed and sent, Pouat Bible. 
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Then Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiron the sons of 
Eliab. But they answered : We will not come. Is it a small 
matter to thee, that Ihou hast brought us out of a land that 
flowed with milk and honey, to kill us in the desert, except 
thou rule also like a lord over us 1 Thou hast brought us in- 
deed into a land that floweth with rivers of milk and honey,* 
and hast given us possessions of fields and vineyards ; wilt thou 
also pull out our eyes ? We will not come. 

Moses therefore being very angry, said to the Lord : Re- 
spect not their sacrifices : Thou knowest that I have not taken 
of them so much as a young ass at any time, nor have injured 
any of them. And he said to Core : Do thou and thy congre- 
gation stand apart before the Lord to-morrow, and Aaron apart. 
Take every one of you censers, and put incense upon them, 
offering to the Lord two hundred and fifty censers : let Aaron^ 
also hold his censer. When they had done this, Moses and 
Aaron standing by, and had drawn up all the multitude against 
them to the door of the tabernacle, the glory of the Lord ap- 
peared to them all. 

And the Lord speaking to Moses and Aaron, said : Separate 
yourselves from among this congregation, that I may. presently 
destroy them. They feU flat on their face, and said : most 
mighty, the God of the spirits of all flesh, for one man's sin shall 
Thy wrath rage against all ? 

And the Lord said to Moses ; Command the whole people 
to separate themselves from the tents of Core and Dathan and 
Abiron. And Moses arose, and went to Dathan and Abiron : 
and the ancients of Israel following him, he said to the multi- 
tude : Depart from the tents of these wicked men, and touch 
nothing of theirs, lest you be involved in their sins. And when 
they were departed from their tents round about, Dathan and 
Abiron coming out stood in the entry of their pavilions with 
their wives and children, and all the people. 

And Moses said : By this you shall know that the Lord hath 
sent me to do all things that you see, and that I have not forged 
them of my own head : if these men die the common death of 
men, and tf they be visited with a plague, wherewith others also 
are wont to be visited, the Lord did not send me ; but if the 
Lord do a new thing, and the earth opening her mouth swallow 
them down, and all things that belong to them, and they go 
down alive into hell, you shall know that they have blasphemed 
the Lord. 

* This is spoken ironically. 
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Efmnbers Their Pimislimeiit. — And immediately as he had made an 
ri. 81-60. end of speaking, the earth broke asunder under their feet : and 
opening her mouth, (fevoured them with their tents and all their 
substance. And they went down alive into hell, the ground 
closing upon them, and they perished from among the people. 
But all Israel, that was standing round about, fled at the cry of 
them that were perishing : saying : Lest perhaps the earth swal- 
low us up also. 

And a fire coming out from the Lord, destroyed the two 
hundred and fifty men that offered the incense. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying : Command l^esaai 
the son of Aaron the priest to take up the censers that lie in the 
burning, and to scatter the fire of one side and the other : be- 
cause they are sanctified in the deaths of the sinners : and let 
him beat them into plates, and fasten them to the altar, because 
incense hath been offered in them to the Lord, and they are 
sanctified,* that the children of Israel may see them for a sign 
and a memoriaL Then Eleazar the priest took the brazen cen- 
sers, wherein they had offered, whom the burning fire had de- 
voured, and beat them into plates, fastening them to the altar : 
that the children of Israel might have for the time to come 
wherewith they should be admonished, that no stranger or any 
one that is not of the seed of Aaron should come near to offer 
incense to the Lord, lest he should suffer as Core suffered, and 
all his congregation, according as the Lord spoke to Moses. 

The following day all the multitude of the children of Israel 
murmured against Moses and Aaron, saying : You have killed 
the people of the Lord. And when there arose a sedition, and 
the tumult increased, Moses and Aaron fled to the tabernacle 
of the covenant. And when they were gone into it, the cloud 
covered it, and the glory of the Lord appeared. 

And the Lord said to Moses : Get you out from the midst 
of this multitude, this moment will I destroy them. And as 
they were lying on the ground, Moses said to Aaron : Take the 
censer, and putting fire in it from the altar, put incense upon it, 
and go quickly to the people to pray for them : for already wrath 
is gone out from the Lord, and the plague rageth. When Aaron 
had done this, and had run to the midst of the multitude which 
the burning fire was now destroying, he offered the incense : 
and standing between the dead and the living, he prayed for 
the people, and the plague ceased. 

And the number of them that were slain was fourteen thou- 

* So Grod taught men that any thing that belonged to His service was to be 
treated with reverence. 
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sand and seven hundred men, besides tbem that had perished 
in the sedition of Core. And Aaron. returned to Moses to the 
door of the tabernacle of the covenant after the destruction was 
over. 

The Twelve Bods. — ^And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying : Numbere 
Speak to the children of Israel, and take of every one of them a ^^'^^* ^"^^ 
rod by their kindreds, of all the princes of the tribes, twelve 
rods, and write the name of every man upon his rod. And the 
name of Aaron shall be for the tribe of Levi, and one rod shall 
contain all their families : and thou shalt lay them up in the 
tabernacle of the covenant before the testimony, where I will . 
speak to thee. Whomsoever of these I shall choose, his rod 
shall blossom : and I will make to cease from Me the murmurings 
of the children of Israel, wherewith they murmur against you. 

And Moses spoke to the children of Israel : and all the 
princes gave him rods one for every tribe : and there were twelve 
rods besides the rod of Aaron. And when Moses had laid them 
up before the Lord in the tabernacle of the testimony ; he re- 
turned on the following day, and found that the rod of Aaron 
for the house of Levi was budded : and that the buds swelling 
it had bloomed blossoms, which spreading the leaves, were 
formed into almonds. Moses therefore brought put all the rods 
from before the Lord to all the children of Israel ; and they 
saw, and every one received their rods. And the Lord said to 
Moses : Carry back the rod of Aaron into the tabernacle of the 
testimony,* Uiat it may be kept there for a token of the rebel- 
lious children of Israel, and that their complaints may cease from 
Me lest they die. And Moses did as the Lord had commanded. 

And the children of Israel said to Moses : Behold we are 
consumed, we all perish. Whosoever approacheth to the taber- 
nacle of the Lord, he dieth. Are we all to a man to be utterly 
destroyed 1 



SECT, XXXIX. THE PEOPLE MURMUR FOR WATER. THE DEATH OF 
AARON. THE BRAZEN SERPENT, 

And the children of Israel, and all the multitude, came into Number* 
the desert of Sin, in the first month : and the people abode in ^^'^' 
Cades. And Mary died there, and was buried in the same place. 

Sin of Hoses and Aaron. — ^And the people wanting water, Number* 
came together against Moses and Aaron : and making a sedition, "^"^ 2-26.- 
they said : Would God we had perished among our brethren 

* The rod of Aaron was a perpetual memotial to \ijL^ '^'\^<^ ^^'Cafe^jTSRsX.- 
hood of Aaron h&Ymg been oioained by Grod H\m&cM. 
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before the Lord. Why have you brought out the church* of 
the Lord into the wilderness, that both we and our cattle should 
die 1 Why have you made us come up out of Egypt, and have 
brought us into this wretched place which cannot be sowed, nor 
bringeth forth ;figs, nor vines, nor pomegranates, neither is there 
any water to drink ? 

And Moses and Aaron leaving the multitude, went into the 
tabernacle of the covenant, and fell fiat upon the ground, and 
cried to the J^ord, and said : Lord God, hear the cry of this 
people, and open to them Thy treasure, a fountain of living 
water, that being satisfied, they may cease to murmur. And the 
glory of the Lord appeared over them. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying : Take the rod, and 
assemble the people together, thou and Aaron thy brother, and 
speak to the rock before them, and it shall yield waters. And 
when thou hast brought forth water out of the rock, all the 
multitude and their cattle shall drink. Moses therefore took 
the rod, which was before the Lord, as He had commanded him, 
and having gathered together the multitude before the rock,^ he 
said to them : Hear, ye rebellious and incredulous :' Can we 
bring you forth water out of this rock ] And when Moses had 
lifted up his hand, and struck the rock twice with the rod, there 
came forth water in great abundance, so that the people and 
their cattle drank. 

And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron : Because you have 
not believed Me,t to sanctify Me before the children of Israel, 
you shall not bring these people into the land, which I will give 
them. This is the water of contradiction, J where the children 
of Israel strove with words against the Lord, and He. was sancti- 
fied in them. 

In the mean time Moses sent messengers from Cades to the 
king of Edom, to say : Thus saith thy brother Israel :§ Thou 
knowest all the labour that hath come upon us : in what man- 
ner our fathers went down into Egypt, and there we dwelt a 
long time, and the Egyptians afflicted us, and our fathers. And 
how we cried to the Lord, and He heard us, and sent an angel, 
who hath, brought us out of Egypt. Lo, we are now in the city 
of Cades, which is in the uttermost of thy borders, and we be- 
seech thee that we may have leave to pass through thy country. 

* Or congregation. 

t The fault of Moses and Aaron on this occasion was a certain diffidence 
and weakness of faith; not doubting of God's power or veracity, but appre- 
hending the unworthiness of that rebellions and incredulous people, and 
therefore speaking with some ambiguity. 

X In the Hebrew, Meribah. 

§ The Edomitea were descended from Esau the biothex ot Jacob or Israel. 
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We will not go through the fields, nor through the vineyards, 
we will not dnnk the waters of thy wells, but we will go by the 
common highway, neither turning aside to the right hand, nor 
to the left, till we are past thy borders. And Edom answered 
them : Thou shaltnot pass by me ; if thou dost I will come out 
armed against thee. And the children of Israel said : We will 
go by the beaten way : and if we and our cattle drink of thy 
waters, we will give thee what is just : there shall be no diffi- 
culty in the price, only let us pass speedily. But he answered : 
Thou shalt not pass. And immediately he came forth to meet 
them with an infinite multitude, and a strong hand, neither 
would he condescend to their desire to grant them passage 
through his borders. Wherefore Israel turned another way 
from him. 

And when they had removed the camp from Cades, they 
came to mount Hor, which is in the borders of the land of 
Edom : where the Lord spoke to Moses : Let Aaron, saith He, 
go to his people : for he shall not go into the land which I have 
given the children of Israel, because he was incredulous to My 
words, at the waters of contradiction. Take Aaron and his son 
with him, and bring them up into mount Hor : and when thou 
hast stripped the father of his vesture, thou shalt vest therewith 
Eleazar his son : Aaron shall be gathered to his people, and die 
there. 

Death of Aaron. — Moses did as the Lord had commanded, Numbers 
and they went up into mount' Hor before all the multitude. ^™* ^^'^^' 
And when he had stript Aaron of his vestments, he vested 
Eleazar his son with them. And Aaron being dead in the top 
of the mountain, he came down with Eleazar. And all the 
multitude seeing that Aaron was dead, mourned for him thirty 
days throughout all their families. 

And when king Arad the Canaanite, who dwelt towards the Numbers 
south, had heard this, to wit, that Israel was come by the way xxi.1-6. 
of the spies, he fought against them, and overcoming them car- 
ried oflF their spoils. But Israel binding himself by vow to the 
Lord, said : If thou wilt deliver this people into my hand, I will 
utterly destroy their cities. 

And the Lord heard the prayer of Israel, and delivered up 
the Canaanite, and they cut them off and destroyed their cities : 
and they called the name of that place Horma, that is to say. 
Anathema. And they marched from mount Ilor, by the way 
that leadeth to the Red Sea, to compass the land of Edom. 

And the people began to be weary of their journey ^^^ 
labour: and speaking against God 011.4. TA.oa^'a^^iJciS^ ^\^\ "'^^^!l::^ 
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didst thon bring us out of Egypt, to die in the wilderness? 
There is no bread, nor have we any waters: our soul now 
loatheth this very light food. 
NombCTs The Brazen Serpent. — ^Wherefore the Lord sent among the 
^^' ' ' people fiery serpents,* which bit them and killed many of ^em. 
Upon which they came to Moses, and said : We have sinned 
because we have spoken against the Lord and thee : pray that 
He may take away these serpents ^m us. And Moses prayed 
for the people. And the Lord said to him : Make a brazen ser- 
pent,t and set it up for a sign : whosoever being struck shall 
look on it, shall live. Moses therefore made a brazen serpent, 
and set it up for a sign : which when they that were bitten 
looked upon, they were healed. 

SECT. XL. THE HISTORY OF BALAC AND BALAAM. THE PEOPLE 
FALL IXTO SIN. 

Numbers Balac and Balaam. — And they went forward and encamped 
ni. 1-41. jj^ jj^g plains of Moab, over-against where Jericho is situate be- 
yond the Jordan. 

And Balac the son of Sephor, seeing all that Israel had done 
to the Amorrhite, and that the Moabites were in great fear of 
him, and were not able to sustain his assault, said to the elders 
of Madian : So will this people destroy all that dwell in our 
borders, as the ox is wont to eat the grass to the very roots, 
^ow he was at that time king in Moab. 

He sent therefore messengers to Balaam the son of Beor, a 
soothsayer, J who dwelt by the river of the land of the children 
of Ammon, to caU him, and to say : Behold a people is come out 
of Egypt, that hath covered the feice of the earth, sitting over- 
against me. Come therefore, and curse this people, because it 
is mightier than I : if by any means I may beat them and drive 
them out of my land : for I know that he whom thou shalt bless 
13 blessed, and he whom thou shalt curse is cursed. 

And the ancients of Moab, and the elders of Madian, went 
with the price of divination in their hands. And when they 
were come to Balaam, and had told him all the words of Balac : 

* They are so called, because they that were bitten by them were bnmt 
with a violent heat. Douay Bibi^ 

i« In S. John's Go^;)el (chap, iii.) we find onr Lord speaking of the brazen 
serpent as a^rpe of Hmiself . The serpent represented sin, and onr Lord took 
oar sins on Himself, and then was lifted up on the Cross and suffered the pun- 
ishment of sin. And it is by * looking to Him,' as S. Paul says, that we are 
healed of sin. 

:2: * Balaam was a wicked man. who had a true knowledge of God and turned 
this knowledge to a bad purpose.^ Todd. 
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He answered : Tarry here this night, and I will answer whatso- 
ever the Lord shall say to me. And while they stayed with 
Ealaam, God came and said to him : What mean these men that 
are with thee? He answered : Balac the son of Sephor king of 
the Moabites hath sent to me, saying : Behold a people that is 
come out of Egypt hath covered the face of the land: come and 
curse them, if by any means I may fight with them and drive 
them away. 

And God said to Balaam: Thou shalt not go with them, 
nor shalt thou curse the people : because it is blessed. 

And he rose in the morning and said to the princes : Go 
into your country, because the Lord forbiddeth me to come with 
you. The princes returning, said to Balac : Balaam would not 
come with us. Then he sent many more and of higher rank 
than he had sent before : who, when they were come to Ba- 
laam, said : Thus saith Balac the son of Sephor, Delay not to 
come to me : for I am ready to honour thee, and will give thee 
whatsover thou wilt: come and curse this people. Balaam 
answered : If Balac would give me his house full of silver and 
gold, I cannot alter the word of the Lord my God, to speak 
either more or less. I pray you to stay here this night also,* 
that I may know what the Lord will answer me once more. 

God therefore came to Balaam in the night, and said to him : 
If these men be come to call thee, arise and go with them : yet 
so, that thou do what I shall command thee. 

Balaam arose in the morning, and saddling his ass went 
with them. And God was angry. And an angel of the Lord 
stood in the way against Balaam, who sat on the ass, and had 
two servants with him. The ass seeing the angel standing in 
the way, with a drawn sword, turned herself out of the way, 
and went into the field. And when Balaam beat her, and had 
a mind to bring her again to the way, the angel stood in a 
narrow place between two walls, wherewith the vineyards were 
enclosed. And the ass seeing him, thrust herself close to the 
wall, and bruised the foot of the rider. But he beat her again. 
And nevertheless the angel going on to a narrow place, where 

* His desiring them to stay, after he had been fully informed already that 
it was not 6od*s will he should go, came from the inclination he had to gratify 
Balac, for the sake of worldly gain. And this perverse disposition Grod pun- 
ished by permitting him to go (though not to curse the people, as he would 
wUlingly have done), and suffering him to fall still deeper and deeper into sin, 
till he came at last to give that abominable counsel against the people of Grod 
which ended in his own destruction. S. Peter, in his second Epistle, speak- 
ing of Balaam, says, that he loved the wages of iniquitp, but had a check of his 
madness ; the dumb beasts used to the yokey speaking vfith man's voict, forbade 
the foUy of the prophet, 

K 
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there was no way to turn aside either to the right hand or to 
the left, stood to meet him. And when the ass saw the angel 
standing, she fell under the feet of the rider : who being angry 
heat her sides more vehemently with a staff. 

And the Lord opened the mouth of the ass, and she said : 
What have I done to thee ? Why strikest thou me, lo, now 
this third time ] Balaam answered : Because thou hast deserved • 
it, and hast served me ill : I would I had a sword that I might 
Trill thee. The ass said: Am not I thy beast, on which thou 
hast been always accustomed to ride until this present day? tell 
me if I ever did the like thing to thee. But he said : ifever. 
Forthwith the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the 
angel standing in the way with a drawn sword, and he wor- 
shipped him falling flat on the ground. And the angel said to 
him : Why beatest thou thy ass these three times ? I am come 
to withstand thee, because thy way is perverse, and contrary to 
me : and unless the ass had turned out of the way, giving place 
to me who stood against thee, I had slain thee, and she should 
have lived. Balaam said : I have sinned, not knowing that 
thou didst stand against me : and now if it displease thee that 
I go, I will return. The angel said : Go with these men, and see 
thou speak no other thing than what I shall command thee. 
He went therefore with the princes. 

And when Balac heard it, he came forth to meet him in a 
towii of the Moabites, that is situate in the uttermost borders 
of Amon. And he said to Balaam : I sent messengers to call 
thee, why didst thou not come immediately to me? was it 
because I am not able to reward thy coming ? He answered 
him : Lo, here I am : shall I have power to speak any other 
thing but that which God shall put in my mouth ? 

So they went on together, and came into a city that was in 

the uttermost borders of his kingdom. And when Balac had 

killed oxen and sheep, he sent presents to Balaam, and to the 

princes that were with him. And when morning was come, he 

brought him to the high places of Baal, and he beheld the 

uttermost part of the people. 

Numbers Balaam's Prophecies. — And Balaam said to Balac : Build 

^^- me here seven altars, and prepare as many calves, and the same 

* number of rams. And when he had done according to the 

word of Balaam, they laid together a calf and a ram upon every 

altar. 

And Balaam said to Balac : Stand a while by thy burnt- 
offering until 1 go, to see if perhaps the Lord will meet me, and 
whatsoever He shall command I will speak to thee. And 
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when he was gone with speed, Gk)d met him. And Ealaam 
speaking to Him, said : I have erected seven altars, and have 
laid on every one a calf and a ram. And the Lord put the 
word in his mouth, and said : Eetui'n to Balac, and thus shalt 
thou speak. 

Returning he found Balac standing hy his hurnt-ofFering, 
with aU the princes of the Moabites: and taking up his 
parable,* he said : Balac king of the Moabites hath brought 
me from Aram, from the mountams of the east : Come, said he, 
and curse Jacob : make haste and detest Israel. How shall I 
curse him, whom God hath not cursed ? By what means should 
I detest him, whom the Lord detesteth not 1 From the tops of 
the rocks I see him, and from the hills behold him. This 
people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the 
nations. Who can count the dust of Jacob, and know the 
number of the stock of Israel 1 Let my soul die the death of the 
just, and my last end be like to them. 

And Balac said to Balaam : What is this that thou doest ? 
I sent for thee to curse my enemies : and thou contrariwise 
blessest them. He answered him : Can I speak any thing else 
but what the Lord commandeth 1 Balac therefore said : Come 
with me to another place from whence thou mayst see part of 
Israel, and canst not see them all : curse them from thence. 

And when he had brought him to a high place, upon the 
top of mount Phasga, Balaam built seven altars, and laying on 
«very one a calf and a ram, he said to Balac : Stand here by 
thy burnt-offering while I go to meet Him. And when the 
Lord had met him, and had put the word in his mouth, he said : 
Return to Balac, and thus shalt thou say to him. Returning 
he found him standing by his burnt-sacrifice, and the princes of 
the Moabites with him. And Balac said to him : What hath 
the Lord spoken ? 

But he taking up his parable, said: Stand, O Balac, and 
give ear : hear, thou son of Sephor : God is not as a man, that 
He should lie, nor as the son of man, that He should be changed. 
Hath He said then, and will He not do 1 hath He spoken, and 
will He not fulfil 1 I was brought to bless, the blessing I am 
not able to hinder. There is no idol in Jacob, neither is there 
an image-god to be seen in Israel. The Lord his God is with 
him, and the sound of the victory of the king in him. God 
hath brought him out of Egypt, whose strength is like to the 
rhinoceros. There is no soothsaying in Jacob, nor divinatior 
in Israel. In their times it shall be told to Jacob ^\N5i\si\sf 
* *That is speaking in an elevated style, aa a^xo^\v^\-C ^^Sjez^tsag^ 
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what God hath wrought. Behold the people shall rise up as a 
lioness, and shall lift itself up as a lion : it shall not lie down 
till it devour the prey, and drink the blood of the slain. 

And Balac said to Balaam : ISfeither curse nor bless him. 
And he said : Did I not tell thee, that whatsoever God should 
command me, that I would do ? 

And Balac said to him : Come and I will bring thee ta 
another place ; if peradventure it please God that thou mayst 
curse them from thence. And when he had brought him upon 
the top of mount Phogor, which looketh towards the wilder- 
ness, Balaam said to him: Build me here seven altars, and pre- 
pare as many calves, and the same number of rams. Balac did 
as Balaam had said : and he laid on every altar a calf and a 
ram. 
Xumbers And when Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord that he 
^^' should bless Israel, he went not as he had gone before, to seek 
"" * divination, but setting his face towards the desert, and lifting 
lip his eyes, he saw Israel abiding in their tents by their tribes. 

And the spirit of God rushing upon him, he took up his parable 
and said : Balaam the son of Beor hath said : the man hath 
said, whose eye is stopped up : the hearer of the words of God 
hath said, he that hath beheld the vision of the Almighty, he 
' who in falling hath his eyes opened : How beautiful are thy 
tabernacles, Jacob, and thy tents, Israel! As woody 
valleyB, as watered gardens near the rivers, as tabernacles which 
the Lord hath pitched, as cedars by the water-side. Water 
shall flow out of his bucket, and his seed shall be in many 
waters. For Agag his king shall be removed, and his kingdom 
shall be taken away. God hath brought him out of I^ypt, 
whose strength is Hke to the rhinoceros. They shall devour 
the nations that are his enemies, and break their bones, and 
pierce them with arrows. Lying down he hath slept as a lion, 
and as a lioness, whom none shall dare to rouse. He that 
blesseth thee shall also himself be blessed : he that curseth 
thee shall be reckoned accursed. 

And Balac being angry against Balaam, clapped his handa 
together and said : I called thee to curse my enemies, and thou 
on the contrary hast blessed them three times. Eetum to thy 
place. I had determined indeed greatly to honour thee, but 
the Lord hath deprived thee of the honour designed for thee. 
Balaam made answer to Balac : Did I not say to thy messengers, 
whom thou sentest to me : If Balac would give me his house 
fuH of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the 
^ Lord my God, to utter any thing oi mj o^i[\\ift«A, evWi^Y ^Qod 
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or evil : but whatsoever the Lord shall say, that I will speak ? 
But yet going to my people, 1 will give thee counsel, what this 
people shall do to thy people in the latter days. 

Therefore taking up his parable, again he said : Balaam the 
=fion of Beor hath said : the man whose eye is stopped up hath 
said : the hearer of the words of God hath said, who knoweth 
the doctrine of the Highest, and seeth the visions of the 
Almighty, who in falling hath his eyes opened : I shall see him, 
but not now : I shall behold him, but not near. A star shall 
rise out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall spring up from Israel : and 
shall strike the chiefs of Moab, and shall waste all the children 
of Seth. And he shall possess Idumea: the inheritance of 
Seir shall come to their enemies : but Israel shall do manfully. 
Out of Jacob shall he come that shall rule, and shall destroy 
ihe remains of the city. 

And when he saw Amalec, he took up his parable, and said : 
Amalec the beginning of nations, whose latter end shall be de- 
^struction. He saw also the Cinite : and took up his parable, 
-and said: Thy habitation indeed is strong : but though thou 
build thy nest in a rock, and thou be chosen of the stock of Gin, 
how long shalt thou be able to continue 1 For Assur shall take 
thee captive. And taking up his parable, again he said : Alas, 
-who shall live when God shall do these things ? They shall 
come in galleys from Italy, they shall overcome the Assyrians, 
and shall waste the Hebrews, and at the last they themselves 
^80 shall perish. 

And Balaam rose and returned to his place: Balac also 
returned the way that he came. 

The People commit Sin. — And Israel at that time abode Numbers 
in Settim, and the people committed sin with the daughters of ^^^^- ^'^' 
Moab, who called them to their sacrifices. And they ate of 
them', and adored their gods. And Israel was initiated to 
Beelphegor :* upon which the Lord being angry, said to Moses : 
Take all the princes of the people, and hang them up on gibbets 
•against the sun : that My fury may be turned away from Israel. 

And Moses said to the judges of Israel : Let every man kill 
liis neighbours that have been initiated to Beelphegor. 

And there were slain four and twenty thousand men. And Numbers 
the Lord said to Moses : Phinees the son of Eleazar the son of ^^^' ^'^' 
Aaron the priest hath turned away My wrath from the children 
of Israel ; because he was moved with My zeal against them, 
that I Myself might not destroy the children of Israel in My 

* That is, they took to the worship of Beelphe^t, mi cfc^^^xikfc W^ <5?tSi«i& 
Hoabites, and were consecrated, as it Yrece, to \xVm. 
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zeaL* Therefore say to him : Behold, I give him the peace of 
My covenant. And the covenant of the priesthood for ever shall 
be both to him and his seed, because he hath been zealous for 
his God, and hath made atonement for the wickedness of the 
children of Israel. 



SECT, XLI. JOaUE JS APPOINTED TO SUCCEED MOSES, THE MADIANITES 
ARE DESTROYED, 

Numbers Josue succeeds Moses. — The Lord also said to Moses : Go- 
■^-jy^g* up into this mountain Abarim,t and view from thence thi^ land 
which I will give to the children of Israel. And when thou 
shalt have seen it, thou also shalt go to thy people, as thy 
brother Aaron is gone : because you offended Me in the desert 
of Sin in the contradiction of the multitude, neither would you 
sanctify Me before them at the waters. These are the waters 
of contradiction in Cades of the desert of Sin. 

And Moses answered Him : May the Lord the God of the 
spirits of all flesh provide a man that may be over this multi- 
tude : and may go out and in before them, and may lead them, 
out, or bring them in : lest the people of the Lord be as sheep 
without a shepherd. 

And the Lord said to him : Take Josue the son of ITun, a 
man in whom is the Spirit, and put thy hand upon him. And 
he shall stand before Eleazar the priest and all the multitude : 
and thou shalt give him precepts in the sight of all, and part 
of thy glory, that all the congregation of the children of Israel* 
may hear him. If any thing be to be done, Eleazar the priest 
shall consult the Lord for him. He and all the children of 
Israel with him, and the rest of the multitude, shall go out and 
go in at his word. 

Moses did as the Lord had commanded. And when he had 
taken Josue, he spt him before Eleazar the priest, and all the 
assembly of the people. And laying his hands on his. head, he^ 
repeated all things that the Lord had commanded. 
Numbers Destruction of the Madianites. — And the Lord spoke to 
^^7| Moses, saying : Revenge first the children of Israel on the Ma- 
dianites, and so thou shalt be gathered to thy people. 

And Moses forthwith said : Arm of you men to fight, wha 
may take the revenge of the Lord on the Madianites. Let a 
thousand men be chosen out of every tribe of Israel to be sent 

* Phinees had shown great zeal in punishing the leaders in this sinful com- 
merce with the Moabites. 

f ^It is also called Pisgah and Kebo, which were different portions of 
ibe same range of moXaiUimB, Kenrigk. 



IN THE DESERT. . 135 

to the war. And they gave a thousand of every tribe, that is 
to say, twelve thousand men well appointed for battle. 

And Moses sent them with Phinees the son of Eleazar the 
priest, and he delivered to him the holy vessels, and the trum- 
pets to sound. And when they had fought against the Madian- 
ites and had overcome them, they slew all the men, and their 
kings Evi, and Eecem, and Sur, and Hur, and Rebe, five princes 
of the nation : Balaam also the son of Beor they killed with the 
sword. And they took their women and their children captives, 
and all their cattle, and all their goods; and all their possessions 
they plundered: and all their cities, and their villages, and 
castles, they burned. And they carried away the booty, and all 
that they had taken both of men and of beasts. And they brought 
them to Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and to all the multitude 
of the children of Israel. But the rest of the things for use 
they carried to the camp on the plains of Moab, beside the 
Jordan over-against Jericho. 

And Moses and Eleazar the priest and all the princes of the 
congregation went forth to meet them without the camp. And 
Moses being angry with the chief officers of the army, the tri- 
bunes, and the centurions that were come from the battle, said: 
Why have you saved the women ? are not these they that de- 
ceived the children of Israel by the counsel of Balaam, and made 
you transgress against the Lord by the sin of Phogor, for which 
also the people was punished? Therefore kill all that are of 
the male sex, even of the children: and put to death the 
women* that have known men. 



THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY. 

The last book of the Pentateuch is called Deuteronomy, which means ^ Second 
Law,* because it repeats and inculcates the law already delivered in the 
preceding books. The contents of the book were all written or spoken 
daring the last month of the forty years' sojourn in the desert, before the 
IsraeUtes crossed the Jordan. The 'account at the end of the book of the 
death and burial of Moses was probably added by Josue. 

SHOT. XLII. HOSES' EXHORTATION TO THE ISRAELITES. 

Last Words of Moses. — These are the precepts, and cere- Deut. vi. 
monies, and judgments, which the Lord your God commanded ^ * 
that I should teach you, and that you should do them in the 

* Women and children, ordinarily speaking, were not to be killed in war. 
Deut. XX. 14. But the great Lord of life and death was pleased to order it 
otherwise in the present case, in detestation of the wickedness of this people, 
who, by the counsel of Balaam, had sent their ntot&sel «xEv<c>Tk.^>iXi&\«»5dia^<%ai ^sc^ 
purpose to draw tiiem from Grod. Douay Bibi;&. 
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land, into whicli you pass over to possess it : that thou mayst 
fear the Lord thy God, and keep all His commandments and 
precepts, which I command thee, and thy sons, and thy grand- 
sons, all the days of thy life, that thy days may be prolonged. 
Hear, O Israel, and observe to do the things which the Lord 
hath commanded thee, that it may be well with thee, an^ thou 
mayst be greatly multiplied, as the Lord the God of thy fathers 
hath promised thee a land flowing with milk and honey. 

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord. Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God loith thy whole heart , and with thy whole 
soul^ and with thy whole strefiigth.* And these words which I 
command thee this day shall be in thy heart : and thou shalt 
tell them to thy children, and thou shalt meditate upon them 
sitting in thy house, and walking on thy journey, sleeping, 
and rising. And thou shalt bind them as a sign on thy hand, 
and they shaU be as frontlets between thy eyes.f And thou 
shalt write them in the entry and on the doors of thy house. 

And when the Lord thy God shall have brought thee into 
the land, for which He swore to thy fathers Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob : and shall have given thee great and goodly cities, 
which thou didst not build, houses full of riches, which thou 
didst not set up, cisterns, which thou didst not dig, vineyards 
and oliveyards, which thou didst not plant, and thou shalt have 
eaten and be full : take heed diligently lest thou forget the Lord, 
who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. 

Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and shalt serve Him 
only, and thou shalt swear by His name.} You shall not go 
after the strange gods of all the nations, that are round about 
you : because the Lord thy God is a jealous God in the midst 
of thee : lest at any time the wrath of the Lord thy God be 
kindled against thee, and take thee away from the face of the 
earth. 

Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God§ as thou temptedst 
Him in the place of temptation. Keep the precepts of the Lord 
thy God, and the testimonies and ceremonies, which He hath 
commanded thee. And do that which is pleasing and good in 
the sight of the Lord, that it may be well with thee ; and going 

* These words were quoted by our Lord as the first and great Gommand- 
ment. 

t * The Israelites complied with this injunction literally, wearing tablets and 
memorials on their foreheads and wrists.' I^enrigk. 

X * To swear by the name of God is to invoke Him as the witness of truth. 
This when done for a just cause is an act of homage.' Kbnrtck. 
/ Our Lord quoted these words in answering tii^ d«v\\. Tfift-tt. \v. 
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in thou mayst possess the goodly land, concerning which the 
Lord swore to thy fathers, that He would destroy all thy ene- 
mies before thee as He hath spoken. 

And when thy son shall ask thee to-morrow, saying : What 
mean these testimonies, and ceremonies, and judgments, which 
the Lord our God hath commanded us ? thou shalt say to him : 
We were bondmen of Pharao in Egypt, and the Lord brought 
US out of Egypt with a strong hand. And He wrought signs 
and wonders great and very grievous in Egypt against Pharao, 
and all his house, in our sight, and He brought us out from 
thence, that He might bring us in and give us the land, con- 
cerning which He swore to our fathers. And the Lord com- 
manded that we should do all these ordinances, and should fear 
the Lord our God, that it might be well with us all the days of 
our life, as it is at this day. And He will be merciful to us, if 
we keep and do all His precepts before the Lord our God, as 
He hath commanded us. 

Directions on entering Canaan. — ^When the Lord thy God Y^^- ^' 
shall have brought thee into the land, which thou art going in 
to possess, and shall have destroyed many nations before thee, 
the Hethite, and the Gergezite, and the Amorrhite, and the 
Canaanite, and the Pherezite, and the Hevite, and the Jebusite, 
seven nations much more numerous than thou art, and stronger 
than thou : and the Lord thy God shall have delivered them to 
thee, thou shalt utterly destroy them. Thou shalt make no league 
with them, nor show mercy to them : neither shalt thou make 
marriages with them. Thou shalt not give thy daughter to his 
son, nor take his daughter for thy son, for she wiU turn away thy 
son from following Me, that he may rather serve strange gods, 
and the wrath of the Lord will be kindled, and will quickly 
destroy thee. But thus rather shall you deal with them : destroy 
their altars, and break their statues, and cut down their groves, 
and burn their graven things. Because thou art a holy people 
to the Lord thy God, the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to 
be His peculiar people of all peoples that are upon the earth. 

Not because you surpass all nations in number, is the Lord 
joined unto you, and hath chosen you, for you are the fewest of 
all peoples : but because the Lord hath loved you, and hath 
kept His oath, which He swore to your fathers : and hath brought 
you out with a strong hand, and redeemed you from the house 
of bondage, out of the hand of Pharao the king of Egypt. And 
thou shalt know that the Lord thy God, He is a strong and 
faithful God, keeping His covenant and mercy to them that 
love Him, and to them that keep "iiVa eo\MXivyxv^\xi^^^^^^iss^»^^ 



138 THE ISRAELITES 

thousand generations : and repaying forthwith them that hate 
Him, so as to destroy them without further delay, immediately 
rendering to them what they deserve. 

Keep therefore the precepts and ceremonies and judgments, 
which I command thee this day to do. If after thou hast heard 
these judgments, thou keep and do them, the Lord thy God will 
also keep His covenant to thee, and the mercy which He swore 
to thy fathers : and He will love thee and multiply thee, and 
will hless the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy 
com, and thy vintage, thy oil, and thy herds, and the flocks of 
thy sheep upon the land, which He swore to thy fathers that 
He would give it thee. Blessed shalt thou be among all people. 
No one shall be barren among you of either sex, neither of men 
nor cattle. The Lord will take away from thee all sickness ; 
and the grievous infirmities of Egypt, which thou knowest, He 
will not bring upon thee, but upon thy enemies. 

Thou shalt consume all the people, which the Lord thy God 
will deliver to thee. Thy eye shall not spare them, neither 
shalt thou serve their gods, lest they be thy ruin. If thou say 
in thy heart : These nations are more than I, how shall I be 
able to destroy them? fear not, but remember what the Lord 
thy God did to Pharao and to all the Egyptians. The exceed- 
ing great plagues, which thy eyes saw, and the signs and won- 
ders, and the strong hand, and the stretched-out arm, with which 
the Lord thy God brought thee out : so will He do to all the 
people whom thou fearest. Moreover the Lord thy God will 
send also hornets among them, until He destroy and consume 
all that have escaped thee, and could hide themselves. Thou 
shalt not fear them, because the Lord thy God is in the midst 
of thee, a God mighty and terrible: He will consume these 
nations in thy sight by little and little and by degrees. Thou 
wilt not be able to destroy them altogether : lest perhaps the 
beasts of the earth should increase upon thee. But the Lord 
thy God shall deliver them in thy sight : and shall slay them 
until they be utterly destroyed. And He shall deliver their 
kings into thy hands, and thou shalt destroy their names from 
under heaven : no man shall be able to resist thee, until thou 
destroy them. 

Their graven things thou shalt bum with fire : thou shalt 
not covet the silver and gold of which they are made, neither 
shalt thou take to thee any thing thereof, lest thou offend, be- 
cause it is an abomination to the Lord thy God. Neither shalt 
thou bring any thing of the idol into thy house, lest thou be- 
come accursed, like it. Thou shalt dete&t it oa dLuiL^^ and 
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shalt utterly abhor it as uncleanness and filtli, because it is an 
anathema.^ 

SECT. XLIIL CONTINUATION OF MOSES' LAST EXHORTATION. 

Moses speaks of Ood's Benefits.— AU the commandments, Deut. vi: 
that I command thee this day, take great care to observe : that ^'^^' 
you may live, and be multiplied, and going in may possess the 
land, for which the Lord swore to your fathers. And thou shalt 
remember all the way through which the Lord thy God hath 
brought thee, for forty years through the desert, to afflict thee 
and to prove thee, and that the things that were in thy heart 
might be made known, whether thou wouldst keep His com- 
mandments or no. He afflicted thee with want, and gave thee 
manna for thy food, which neither thou nor thy fathers knew : to 
show that not in bread alone doth man live, but in every word 
that proceedeth from the mouth of God.f Thy raiment, with 
which thou wast covered, hath not decayed for age, and thy foot 
is not worn, lo this is the fortieth jear, that' thou mayst consider 
in thy heart, that as a man traineth up his son, so the Lord thy 
God hath trained thee up. That thou shouldst keep the command- 
ments of the Lord thy God, and walk in His ways, and fear Him. 
For the Lord thy God will bring thee into a good land, of brooks, 
and of waters, and of fountains : in the plains of which and the 
hills deep rivers break out : a land of wheat, and barley, and 
vineyards, wherein fig-trees, and pomegranates, and oliveyards 
grow: a land of oil and honey; where without any want thou 
shalt eat thy bread, and enjoy abundance of all things : where 
the stones are iron, and out of its hills are dug mines of brass : 
that when thou hast eaten, and art full, thou mayst bless the 
Lord thy God for the excellent land which He hath given thee. 

Hear, Israel : thou shalt go over the Jordan this day : to Deut. i\ 
possess nations very great, and stronger than thyself, cities great, ^"^• 
and walled up to the sky, a people great and tall, the sons of 
the Enakim, whom thou hast seen, and heard of, against whom 
no man is able to stand. Thou shalt know therefore this day 
that the Lord thy God Himself will pass over before thee, a 
devouring and consuming fire, to destroy and extirpate and 
bring them to nothing before thy face quickly, as He hath 
spoken to thee. Say not in thy heart, when the Lord thy God 
shall have destroyed them in thy sight : For my justice hath 

* That is a thing that carries a curse with it. Achan was afterwards 
stoned for breaking this Commandment. 

+ These words are quoted by our Loid in 0^^^. vj. ^1 ^. "^'ai^'B«f'%» 
Gospel. 
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the Lord brougbt me in to possess this land, T^hereas these na- 
tions are destroyed for their wickedness. For it is not for thy 
justice and the uprightness of thy heart that thou shalt go in 
to possess their landis : but because they have done wickedly, 
they are destroyed at thy coming in : and that the Lord might 
accomplish His word, which He promised by oath to thy fathers 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Know therefore that the Lord thy 
God giveth thee not this excellent land in possession for thy 
justice, for thou art a very stiff-necked people. 



SECT. XLJV. MOSES FORETELLS THAT KINGS SHALL REIGN OVER THE 
PEOPLE, AND SPEAKS OF THE PROPHET THAT GOD SHALL RAISE UP. 
THE DEATH OF MOSES. 

Dent. Precepts for future Observance. — When thou art come into 
14-20*. *^e land, which the Lord thy God will give thee, and possessest 
it, and shalt say : I will set a king over me, as all nations have 
that are round about : thou shalt set him whom the Lord thy 
God shall choose out of the number of thy brethren. Thou 
mayst not make a man of another nation king, that is not thy 
brother. And when he is made king, he shall not multiply 
horses to himself, nor lead back the people into Egypt, being 
lifted up with the number of his horsemen, especially since the 
Lord hath commanded you to return no more the same way. 
Ho shall not have many wives, that may allure his mind, nor 
immense sums of silver and gold. 

But after he is raised to the throne of his kingdom, he shall 
copy out to himself the Deuteronomy of this law in a volmne, 
taking the copy of the priests of the Levitical tribe, and he shall 
have it with him, and shall read it all the days of his life, that 
he may learn to fear the Lord his God, and keep His words and 
ceremonies, that are commanded in the law. And that his heart 
be not lifted up with pride over his brethren, nor decline to the 
right or to the left, that he and his sons may reign a long time 
over Israel. 
Deut The priests and Levites, and all that are of the same tribe, 
1.14; shall have no part nor inheritance with the rest of Israel, be- 
cause they shall eat the sacrifices of the Lord, and His oblations, 
and they shall receive nothing else of the possession of their 
brethren : for the Lord Himself is their inheritance, as He hath 
said to them. 

This shall be the priest's due from the people, and from them 

that offer victims : whether they sacrifice an ox, or a sheep, they 

shall give to the priest the shoulder and the breast : the first- 

fruits also of com, of wine, and oi oil, and at ^^tV. oiVJc^a nrooV 
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from the shearing of their sheep. For the Lord thy God hath 
chosen him of all thy tribes, to stand and to minister to the 
name of the Lord, him and his sons for ever. 

If a Levite go out of any one of the cities throughout all 
Israel, in which he dwelleth, and have a longing mind to come 
to the place which the Lord shall choose, he shall minister in 
tlie name of the Lord his God, as all his brethren the Levites 
do, that shall stand at that time before the Lord. He shall re- 
ceive the same portion of food that the rest do : besides that 
which is due to him in his own city, by succession from hi& 
fathers. 

When thou art come into the land which the Lord thy God 
shall give thee, beware lest thou have a mind to imitate the 
abominations of those nations. Keither let there be found 
among you any one that shall expiate his son or daughter, 
making them to pass through the fire : or that consulteth sooth- 
sayers, or observeth dreams and omens, neither let there be any 
wizard, nor charmer, nor any one that consulteth pythonic spi- 
rits, or fortune-tellers, or that seeketh the truth from the dead. 
For the Lord abhorreth all these things, and for these abomina- 
tions He will destroy them at thy coming. 

Thou shalt be perfect and without spot before the Lord thy 
God. These nations, whose land thou shalt possess, hearken to 
soothsayers and diviners ; but thou art otherwise instructed by 
the Lord thy God. 

Promise of a great Prophet. — The Lord thy God will raise Deut. 
up to thee a prophet of thy nati&ii and of thy brethren like unto ^^^ 
me : him thou shalt hear,* 

As thou desiredst of the Lord thy Qod in Horeb, when the 
assembly was gathered together, and saidst : Let me not hear 
any more the voice of the Lord my God, neither let me see any 
more this exceeding great fire, lest I die. And the Lord said 
to me : They have spoken all things well. I will raise them up 
a prophet out of the midst of their brethren like to thee : and 
I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them 
all that I shall command him. And him that will not hear his 
words, which he shall speak in My name, I wiU punish. 

But the prophet, who being corrupted with pride shall speak 

in My name things that I did not command him to say, or in 

the name of strange gods, shall be slain. And if in silent 

* This could not refer only to Josue, for in the 18th chap, it is said that 
there arose no prophet in Israel like Moses. And the Jews in the time of our 
Lord were still expecting the prophetj that is, the one promised by Moses. S. 
Peter, in his sermon at the Temple, quotes this passage as a prophecy of the. ca\ssc- 
ing of our Lord. Actsiii. 
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thought thou answer: How shall I know the word that the 
Lord hath not spoken 1 thou shalt have this sign : whatso- 
ever that same prophet foretelleth in the name of the Lord, and 
it Cometh not to pass : that thing the Lord hath not spoken, 
but the prophet hath forged it by the pride of his mind : and 
therefore thou shalt not fear him. 

Dent. Punishment for Disobedience. — If a man have a stubborn 
XXI. and unruly son, who will not hear the commandments of his 
father or mother, and being corrected, slighteth obedience : they 
shall take him and bring him to the ancients of his city, and to 
the gate of judgment, and shall say to them : This our son is 
rebellious and stubborn, he slighteth hearing our admonitions, 
he giveth himself to revelling, and to debauchery and banquet- 
ings. The people of the city shall stone him : and he shall die, 
that you may take away the evil out of the midst of you, and 
all Israel hearing it may be afraid. 

Deut. Death of Moses. — ^Then Moses went up from the plains of 
XXXIV. Moab upon mount Nebo, to the top of Phasga over -against 
^'^^' Jericho : and the Lord showed him all the land of Galaad as 
far as Dan. And all Nephtali, and the land of Ephraim and 
Manasses, and all the land of Juda unto the furthermost sea, 
and the south part, and the breadth of the plain of Jericho the 
city of palm-trees as far as Segor. And the Lord said to him : 
This is the land, for which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, saying : I will give it to thy seed. Thou hast seen it 
with thy eyes, and shalt not pass over to it. 

And Moses the servant of the Lord died there, in the land 
of Moab, by the commandment of the Lord : and He buried 
him in the valley of the land of Moab over-against Phogor : and 
no man hath known of his sepulchre until this present day. 
Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died : his 
eye was not dim, neither were his teeth moved. And the chil- 
dren of Israel mourned for him in the plains of Moab thirty 
days : and the days of their mourning in which they mourned 
for Moses were ended. 

And Josue the son of K'lin was filled with the spirit of wis- 
dom, because Moses had laid his hands upon him. And the 
children of Israel obeyed him, and did as the Lord commanded 
Moses. And there arose no more a prophet in Israel like unto 
Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, in all the signs and 
wonders, which He sent by him, to do in the land of Egypt to 
Pharao, and to all his servants, and to his whole land, and all 
the mighty hand, and great miracles, which Moses did before 
all Israel. 
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NOTE ON THE GEOGRAPHY OP PALESTINE. 

Palestine was first known as Canaan or the land of Canaan, be- 
cause Canaan, the^ youngest son of Cham, settled there after the 
delage. Because God promised it to Abraham and his posterity, it 
was called the land of Promise, It was sometimes called Philisda, 
from the Philistines, and Palestine is only another form of this 
word. It is so called in the Book of Exodus and by Isaias. When 
the Israelites had established themselves there, it came to be called 
the land of Israel. But after the Captivity, the title of Judoea, which 
was properly applied only to the kingdom of Juda, gradually ex- 
tended itself to the whole land. It is called the Holy Land, by the 
prophet Zacharias, but this name was not commonly applied to it 
till the Middle Ages. It is so called, of course, as being the scene of 
our Lord's earthly life and mighty works. 

Its size is very small when compared with its historical import- 
ance. It is about as large as Wales, and consists of a strip of 
conntry about 140 miles long by 40 in average width. The top- 
most or northern end is the narrowest, audit gradually widens as it 
extends to the south. On the north it is bounded by the mountain 
ranges of the Libanus and Anti-Libanus, and the valley that lies be- 
tween them. On the south it is open to the desert, that separates 
it from Egypt. On the west it is bounded by the Mediterranean, 
or, as it was then called, the Great Sea. And on the east it is 
separated from the mountainous country of Moab by three lakes 
which run into one another. At the north is a small lake called 
the Waters of Merom. An insignificant stream runs from this south- 
wards into the large lake of Tiberias, or Galilee, or Gennesareth — 
for it was called by all these names — and from the southernmost 
or lower end of this runs the river Jordan — the only stream of any 
size— into the much larger lake called the Dead Sea, which lies at 
fionth of the land. 

The whole country is mountainous, but the slope of the land is 
steep on the east side towards the lakes and the river Jordan, and 
inclines more gently and gradually towards the west or Mediterra- 
nean Sea. There is, however, one exception to this ; for in one place, 
about halfway up the country, the high land runs off in a slanting 
^Uffection towards the sea, forming the ridge called Mount Carmel, 
and ending in an abrupt promontory. To the north-east of Mount 
Oarmel is the great plain of Esdraelon or Jezreel, through which runs 
the brook Cison or Kishon. 

Owing to the limestone formation of the hills, a great number 
of caverns exist ; so much so as to make the country remarkable 
for them. These caves are constantly referred to in the Scripture 
as places of dwelling, of concealment, and of burial. 

The soil is very rich in the valleys, and these are well irrigated 
by the early or former rains, which come in December, and still 
more abundsmtly by the latter rains, which fall after Christmas. 
But during the rest of the year ITiere \a\iu\.\\\X\a 1^q.1t»sn.« 
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This land was divided between seven different tribes or peoples, 
who were all descended from Canaan, though one of them went 
especially by that name. These were dispossessed, and for the most 
•psLct destroyed, by Josue, who divided the land amongst the twelve 
tribes. The extreme north was given to Dan, and the south to Juda 
and Benjamin. To the north of Juda was the portion given to 
Ephraim and Manasses, which contained Sechem and Silo, and 
which afterwards formed the country called Samaria. The rest of 
the country was divided among the other tribes, with the excep- 
tion of the tribe of Levi — ^who had no inheritance — ^and the tribes 
of Beuben and Gad and half of Manasses, who selected the land to 
the east of the Jordan, which thus came to be reckoned for a time 
as a part of the land of Israel. 



1-11. 



THE BOOK OF JOSUE. 

This book is called Josne, because it contains the history of what passed under 
him, and according to the common opinion was written by him. The Greeks 
call him Jesus ; for Josue and Jesus in the Hebrew are the same name, and 
have the same signification, viz. Saviour. He is justly regarded as ft 
striking type of our Saviour, inasmuch as he led the people of God into th& 
inheritance promised to them, as Christ gives us possession of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, to which we are heirs. The events recorded in the Book of Josae 
occupied twenty-seven years. 

SECT, XLV. JOSUE PREPARES TO CROSS THE JORDAN. 

Josue I. Josue succeeds Moses. — Now it came to pass after the death 
of Moses the servant of the Lord, that the Lord spoke to Josue 
the son of Nun, the minister of Moses, and said to him : Mosea 
My servant is dead : arise, and pass over this Jordan, thou and 
thy people with thee, into the land which I will give to the 
children of Israel. I will deliver to you every place that the 
sole of your foot shall tread upon, as I have said to Moses. 
Erom the desert and from Libanus unto the great river Eu- 
phrates, all the land of the Hethites unto the great sea toward 
the going down of the sun, shall be your border. No nlan shall 
be able to resist you all the days of thy life : as I have been 
with Moses, so will I be with thee : I mil not leave thee, nor 
forsake thee. Take courage, and be strong: for thou shalt divide 
by lot to this people the land, of which I swore to their fathers^ 
that I would deliver it to them. Take courage therefore, and 
be very valiant : that thou mayst observe and do all the law, 
which Moses My servant hath commanded thee : turn not from 
it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayst understand 
all things which thou dost. Let not the book of this law de- 
pait from thy mouth : but thou shalt meditate on it day ai^d 
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night, that thou mayst observe and do all things that are 
written in it : then shalt thou direct thy way, and understand 
it. Behold I command thee, take courage, and be strong. Fear 
not, and be not dismayed : because the Lord thy God is with 
thee in all things whatsoever thou shalt go to. 

And Josue commanded the princes of the people, saying : 
Pass through the midst of the camp, and command the people, 
and say: Prepare you victuals: for after the third day you 
shall pass over the Jordan, and shall go in to possess the land, 
which the Lord your God will give you. 

Spies sent to Jericho.— And Josue the son of Nun sent Josue n. 
fifom Setim two men, to spy secretly : and said to them : Go, ^'^ 
and view the land and the city of Jericho. They went and 
entered into the house of a woman that was a harlot named 
Rahab, and lodged with her. And it was told the king of 
Jericho, and was said : Behold there are men come in hither, by 
night, of the children of Israel, to spy the land. And the king 
of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying-: Bring forth the men that 
came to thee, and are entered into thy house : for they are spies, 
and are come to view all the land. 

And the woman taking the men, hid them, and said : I con- 
fess they came to me, but I knew not whence they were : and 
at the time of shutting the gate in the dark, they also went out 
together. I know not whither they are gone : pursue after them 
quickly, and you will overtake them. But she made the men 
go up to the top of her house, and covered them with the stalks 
of flax, which were there. Now they that were sent pursued 
after them, by the way that leadeth to the fords of the Jordan : 
and as soon as they were gone out, the gate was presently shut. 

The men that were hidden were not yet asleep, when behold 
the woman went up to them, and said : I know that the Lord 
hath given this land to you : for the dread of you is fallen upon 
US, and all the inhabitants of the land have lost' all strength. 
We have heard that the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea 
at your going in, when you came out of Egypt : and what things 
you did to the two kings of the AmorrMtes, that were beyond 
the Jordan, Sehon and Og whom you slew. And hearing these 
things we were afirighted, and our heart fainted away, neither 
did there remain any spirit in us at your coming in : for the 
Lord your God He is God in heaven above, and in the earth 
beneath. Now therefore, swear ye to me by the Lord, that as I 
have shown mercy to you, so you also will show mercy to my 
father's house : and give me a true token, that you will save 
my father and mother, my bietiixeii and s^\.«ta^ «sA ^ji^ Sicxsi!^ 

A* 



146 THE ISKAELITES 

that are theirs, and deliver our souls from death. They ans- 
wered her : Be our lives for you unto death, only if thou betray 
us not. And when the Lord shall have delivered us the land, 
we will show thee mercy and truth. 

Then she let them down with a cord out of a window : for 
her house joined close to the wall. And she said to them : Get 
ye up to the mountains, lest perhaps they meet you as they re- 
turn: and there lie ye hid three days, till they come back, and 
so you shall go on your way. 

And they said to her : We shall be blameless of this oath, 
which thou hast made us swear : if when we come into the land, 
this scarlet cord be a sign, and thou tie it in the window, by 
which thou hast let us down, and gather together thy father and 
mother, and brethren and all thy kindred into thy house. Who- 
soever shall go out of the door of thy house, his blood shall be 
upon his own head, and we shall be quit. But the blood of all 
that shall be with thee in the house shall light upon our head, 
if any man touch them. Bift if thou wilt betray us, and utter 
this word abroad, we shall be quit of this oath, which thou hast 
made us swear. And she answered : As you have spoken, so 
be it done. And sending them on their way, she hung the 
scarlet cord in the window. 

But they went and came to the mountains, and stayed there 
three days, till they that pursued them were returned. For 
having sought them through all the way, they found them not. 
And when they were gone back to the city, the spies returned, 
and came down from the mountain : and passing over the Jor- 
dan, they came to Josue the son of Nun, and told him all that 
befell them. And said : The Lord hath delivered all this land 
into our hands, and all the inhabitants thereof are overthrown 
with fear. 



SECT. XLVJ. THE ISRAELITES PASS OVER THE JORDAN, AND ENTER 
THE PROMISED LAND. 

Josue in. ' The Passage of the Jordan. — And Josue rose before day- 
* light, and removed the camp : and they departed from Setim, 
and came to the Jordan, he, and all the children of Israel, and 
they abode there for three days. After which, the heralds Went 
through the midst of the camp, and began to proclaim : When 
you shall see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and 
the priests of the race of Levi carrying it, rise you up also, and 
follow them as they go before : and let there be between you 
and the ark the space of two thousand cubits : that you may 
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see it afar off, and know which way you must go : for you have 
not gone this way before : and take care you come not near the 
ark. And Josue said to the people : Be ye sanctified : for to- 
morrow the Lord will do wonders among you. And he said to 
the priests : Take up the ark of the covenant, and go before the 
people. And they obeyed his commands, and took it up and 
waied before them. 

And the Lord said to Josue : This day will I begin to exalt 
thee before Israel: that they may know that as I was with 
Moses, so I am with thee also. And do thou command the 
priests that carry the ark of the covenant, and say to them : 
AVhen you shall have entered into part of the water of the Jor- 
dan, stand in it. 

And Josue said to the children of Israel : Come hither and 
hear the word of the Lord your God. And again he said : By 
this you shall know that the Lord the living God is in the midst 
of you, and that He shall destroy before your sight the Canaanite 
and the Hethite, the Hevite and the Pherezite, the Gergesite also 
and the Jebusite, and the Amorrhite. Behold the ark of*the 
covenant of the Lord of all the earth shall go before you into 
the Jordan. Prepare ye twelve men of the tribes of Israel, one 
of every tribe. And when the priests, that carry the ark of the 
Lord the God of the whole earth, shall set the soles of their feet 
in the waters of the Jordan, the waters that are beneath shall run 
down and go off: and those that come from above shall stand 
together upon a heap. 

So the people went out of their tents, to pass over the Jor- 
dan : and the priests that carried the ark of the covenant went 
on before them. And as soon as they came into the Jordan, and 
their feet were dipped in part of the water (now the Jordan, it 
being harvest time, had filled the banks of its channel), the 
waters that came down from above stood in one place, and 
swelling up like a mountain, were seen afar off from the city 
that is called Adom, to the place of Sarthan: but those that 
were beneath ran down into the sea of the wilderness (which 
now is called the Dead Sea) until they wholly failed. And the 
people marched over-against Jericho; and the priests that carried 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood girded upon the dry 
i^round in the midst of the Jordan, and all the people passed 
over through the' channel that was dried up. 

Entrance into the Promised Land. — And when they were josue i 
passed over, the Lord said to Josue : Choose twelve men, one of l-^^- 
every tribe, and command them to take out of the midst of the 
Jordan, where the feet of the piieata e\.oo^, \i^^^ ^'srj V^x.^ 



148 THE ISEAELITES 

stones, which you shall set in the place of the camp, where you 
shall pitch your tents this night. 

And Josue called twelve men, whom he had chosen out of" 
the children of Israel, one out of every trihe, and he said to 
them : Go hefore the ark of the Lord your God to the midst of 
the Jordan, and carry from thence every man a stone on your 
shoulders, according to the number of the children of Israel, that 
it may be a sign among you : and when your children shall ask 
you to-morrow, saying: What mean these stones? you shall 
answer them : The waters of the Jordan ran off before the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord, when it passed over the same : 
therefore were these stones set for a monument of the children 
of Israel for ever. 

The children of Israel therefore did as Josue commanded 
them, carrying out of the channel of the Jordan twelve stones, 
as the Lord had commanded him, according to the number of 
the children of Israel, unto the place wherein they camped, and 
there they set them. And Josue put other twelve stones in the 
midst of the channel of the Jordan, where the priests stood that 
carried the ark of the covenant : and they are there until this 
present day. 

Now the priests that carried the ark stood in the midst of 
the Jordan till all things were accomplished which the Lord 
had commanded Josue to speak to the people, and Moses had 
said to him. And the people made haste and passed over. 
And when they had all passed over, the ark also of the Lord 
passed over, and the priests went before the people. The chil- 
dren of Reuben also and Gad, and half the tribe of Manasses, 
went armed before the children of Israel, as Moses had com- 
manded them. And forty thousand fighting men by their 
troops, and bands, marched through the plains and fields of the 
city of Jericho. 

In that day the Lord magnified Josue in the sight of all 
Israel, that they should fear him, as they had feared Moses,, 
while he lived. And He said to him : Command the priests 
that carry the ark of the covenant to come up out of the Jordan. 
And he commanded them, saying: Come ye up put of the 
Jordan. And when they that carried the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord were come up, and began to tread on the djy 
ground, the waters returned into the channel, and ran as they 
were wont before. And the people came up out of the Jordan^ 
the tenth day of the first month, and camped in Galgal, over- 
against the east side of the city of Jericho. And the twelve 
stones wMcb they had taken out of the channel of the Jordan^ 
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•Josue pitched in Gralgal, and said to the children of Israel : 
"When your children shall ask their fathers to-morrow, and shall 
say to them : What mean those stones 1 you shall teach them, 
and say: Israel passed over this Jordan through the dry 
^channel, the Lord your God drying up the waters thereof in 
your sight, until you passed over : as He had done before in the 
Eed Sea, which He dried up till we passed through : that all 
the people of the earth may learn the most mighty hand of the 
Lord, that you also may fear the Lord your God for ever. 

The Circumcision of the Israelites. — Now when all Josue \ 
the kings of the Amorrhites, who dwelt beyond the Jordan ^"^• 
westward, and all the kings of Canaan, who possessed the places 
near the great sea, had heard that the Lord had dried up the 
waters of the Jordan before the children of Israel, till they 
passed over, their heart failed them, and there remained no 
spirit in them, fearing the coming in of the children of Israel. 
At that time the Lord said to Josue : Make thee knives of 
stone, and circumcise the second time* the children of Israel. 
He did what the Lord had commanded, and he circumcised 
the children of Israel. 

The Manna ceases. — And the children of Israel abode Joauei? 
in Galgal, and they kept the Passover, on the fourteenth day of 1<^-16. 
the month at evening in the plains of Jericho : and they ate on 
the next day unleavened bread of the com of the land, and 
furmenty of the same year. And the manna ceased after they 
•ate of the com of the land, neither did the children of Israel 
use that food any more, but they ate of the com of the present 
year of the land of Canaan. 

And when Josue was in the field of the city of Jericho, he 
lifted up his eyes, and saw a man standing over-against him, 
holding a drawn sword, and he went to him, and said: Art 
thou one of ours, or of our adversaries ] 

And he answered : No : but I am prince of the host of the 
Lord, and now I am come. 

Josue fell on his face to the ground. And worshipping, 
said: What saith my lord to his servant? Loose, saith he, 
thy shoes from off thy feet : for the place whereon thou standest 
is holy. And Josue did as was commanded him. 

* The second time. Not that such as had been circumcised before were to 
be circumcised again : but that they were now to renew and take up again the 
practice of circumcision, which had been omitted during their forty years* 
s(^ouming in the wUdemess, by reason of their being' always imcertain when 
-they should be obliged to march. Douat Bible. 
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SECT. XLVll, THE TAKING OF JERICHO, AND THE PUNISHMENT OF A CHAN. 
JOSUE WORKS A GREAT MIRACLE WHILE DEFEATING THE CANAANITES. 

ae VI. Taking of Jericho. — Now Jericlio was close shut up and 
'^' fenced, for fear of the children of Israel, and' no man durst go 
out or come in. 

And the Lord said to Josue : Behold I have given into thy 
hands Jericho, and the king thereof, and all the valiant men. 
Go round about the city, all ye fighting men, once a day : so 
shall ye do for six days. And on the seventh day the priests 
shall take the seven trumpets, which are used in the jubilee, 
and shall go before the ark of the covenant : and you shall go 
about the city seven times, and the priests shall sound the 
trumpets. And when the voice of the trumpet shall give a 
longer and broken blast, and shaU sound in your ears, all tlie 
people shall shout together with a very great shout, and the 
« walls of the city shall fall to the ground, and they shall enter 
in every one at the place against which they shall stand. 

Then Josue the son of Nun called the priests, and said to 
them : Take the ark of the covenant : and let seven other 
priests take the seven trumpets of the jubilee, and march before 
the ark of the Lord. And he said to the people : Go, and 
compass the city, armed, marching before the ark of the Lord. 
And when Josue had ended his words, and the seven priests 
blew the seven trumpets before the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, and all the armed men went before, the rest of the com- 
mon people followed the ark, and the sound of the trumpets 
was heard on all sides. But Josue had commanded the people, 
saying : You shall not shout, nor shall your voice be heard, nor 
any word go out of your mouth, until the day come wherein I 
shall say to you : Cry, and shout. So the ark of the Lord 
went about the city once a day, and returning into the camp, 
abode there. And Josue rising before day, the priests took the 
ark of the Lord, and seven of them seven trumpets, which are 
used in the jubilee : and they went before the ark of the Lord 
walking and sounding the trumpets : and the armed men went 
before them, and the rest of the common people followed the 
ark, and they blew the trumpets. And they went round about 
the city the second day once, and returned into the camp. So 
they did six days. 

But the seventh day, rising up early, they went about the 

city, as it was ordered, seven times. And when in the seventh 

going about the priests sounded with, tlae tt\xiJi^^\.s>, Jo^vv^ «aid 
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to all Israel : Shout ; for the Lord hath delivered the city to 
you : and let this city he accursed, and all things that are in 
it, to the Lord. Let only Kahah the harlot live, with all that 
are with her in the house : for she hid the messengers whom 
we sent. But heware ye lest you touch ought of those things 
that are forbidden, and you be guilty of transgression, and ail 
the camp of Israel he under sin, and be troubled. But what- 
soever gold or silver there shall be, or vessels of brass and iron, 
let it be consecrated to the Lord, laid up in His treasures. 

So all the people making a shout, and the trumpets sound- 
ing, when the voice and the sound thundered in the ears of the 
multitude, the walls forthwith fell down : and every man went 
up by the place that was over-against him : and they took the 
city, and killed all that were in it, man and woman, young and 
old. The oxen also and the sheep, and the asses, they slew 
with the edge of the sword. 

But Josue said to the two men that had been sent for spies : 
Gro into the harlot's house, and bring her out, and all things 
that are hers, as you assured her by oath. And the young men 
went in and brought out Kahab, and her parents, her brethren 
also and all her goods and her kindred, and made them to stay 
without the camp. But they burned the city, and all things 
that were therein ; except the gold and silver, and vessels of 
brass and iron, which they consecrated into the treasury of the 
Lord. But Josue saved Kahab the harlot and her father's house, 
and all she had, and they dwelt in the midst of Israel until this 
present day : because she hid the messengers whom he had sent 
to spy out Jericho. 

At that time, Josue made an imprecation, saying : Cursed 
be the man before the Lord that shall raise up and build the 
city of Jericho. In his first-bom may he lay the foundation 
thereof, and in the last of his children set up its gates.* And 
the Lord was with Josue, and his name was noised throughout 
all the land. 

Achan. — But the children of Israel transgressed the com-Jos^o^ 
mandment, and took to their own use of the accursed thing, f * 
For Achan the son of Charmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zare 
ofthe tribe of Juda, took something of the accursed thing: and 
the Lord was angry against the children of Israel 

And when Josue sent men from Jericho against Hai, which 

* This curse meant that his eldest son should die when he laid the founda- 
tion and his youngest, as he finished it. The curse was fulfilled in the person of 
Hiel of Bethel, who rebuilt Jericho in the reign, oi As^iaX). 

f Which God had ordered to be destroyed. 
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is beside Bethaven, on the east side of the town of Bethel, he 
said to them : Go np, and view the country : and they fulfilled 
his command, and viewed HaL And returning they said to 
him : Let not all the people go up, but let two or three thousand 
men go and destroy the city : why should all the people be 
troubled in vain against enemies that are very few? There 
went up therefore three thousand fighting men: who imme- 
diately turned their backs, and were defeated by the men of the 
city of Hai, and there fell of them six and thirfy men : and the 
enemies pursued them from the gate as far as Sabarim, and they 
slew them as they fled by the descent : and the heart of the 
people was struck with fear, and melted like water. 

But Josue rent his garments, and fell flat on the ground 
before the ark of the Lord until the evening, both he and all 
the ancients of Israel : and they put dust upon their heads. 
And Josue said : Alas, O Lord God, why wouldst Thou bring 
this people over the river Jordan, to deliver us into the hand 
of the Amorrhite, and to destroy us ? would to God we had stayed 
beyond the Jordan as we began. Lord (jrod, what shall I say, 
seeing Israel turning their backs to their enemies? The 
Canaanites, and all the inhabitants of the land, will hear of it^ 
and being gathered together will surround us and cut off our 
name firom the earth : and what wilt Thou do to Thy great 
name? 

And the Lord said to Josue : Arise, why liest thou flat on 
the ground ? Israel hath sinned, and transgressed My covenant : 
and they have taken of the accursed thing, and have stolen and 
lied, and have hidden it among their goods. Neither can Israel 
stand before his enemies, but he shall flee &om them : because 
he is defiled with the accursed thing. I will be no more with 
you, till you destroy him that is guilty of this wickedness. 
Arise, sanctify the people, and say to them : Be ye sanctified 
against to-morrow : for thus saith the Lord God of Israel : The 
accursed thing is in the midst of thee, O Israel : thou canst not 
""'stand before thy enemies, till he be destroyed out of thee that 
JB defiled with this wickedness. And you shall come in the 
morning every one by your tribes : and what tribe soever the 
lot shall find, it shall come by its kindreds and the kindred by 
its houses, and the house by the men. And whosoever he be 
that shall be found guilty of this fact, he shall be burnt with 
fire with all his substance, because he hath transgressed the 
convenant of the Lord, and hath done wickedness in Israel. 

Josue, therefore, when he rose in the morning, made Israel 
to come hy their tribes, and the tribe oi 3\ida -waa ioxjcnji. Wldch. 
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being brought by its families, it was found to be the family of 
Zare. Bringing that also by the houses, he found it to be Zabdi. 
And bringing his house man by man, he found Achan the son 
of Charmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zare of the tribe of 
Juda. 

And Josue said to Achan : My son, give glory to the Lord 
God of Israel, and confess, and tell me what thou hast done, 
hide it not. And Achan answered Josue, and said to him : In- 
deed I have sinned against the Lord the God of Israel, and thus 
and thus have I done. For I saw among the spoils a scarlet 
garment exceeding good, and two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a golden rule of fifty shekels : and I coveted them, and I took 
them away, and hid them in the ground in the midst of my tent, 
and the silver I covered with the earth that I dug up. 

Josue therefore sent messengers : who running to his tent, 
found all hidden in the same place, together with the silver. 
And taking them away out of the tent, they brought them to 
Josue, and to all the children of Israel, and threw them down 
before the Lord. 

Then Josue and all Israel with him took Achan the son of 
Zare, and the silver and the garment, and the golden rule, his 
sons also and his daughters, his oxen and asses and sheep, the 
tent also, and all the goods : and brought them to the valley of 
Achor : where Josue said : Because thou hast troubled us, the 
Lord trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him : and 
all things that were his were consumed with fire. And they 
gathered together upon him. a great heap of stones, which re- 
maineth until this present day. And the wrath of the Lord was 
turned away from them. And the name of that place was called 
the Valley of Achor, until this day. 

Attack of the Five Kings. — When Adonisedec king of Je- josue x, 
Tusalem had heard these things, to wit, that Josue had taken I'll* 
Hai, and had destroyed it (for as he had done to Jericho and 
the king thereof, so did he to Hai and its king), and that the 
Gabaonites* were gone over to Israel, and were their confede- 
rates, he was exceedingly afraid. For Gabaon was a great city, 
and one of the royal cities, and greater than the town of Hai, 
and aU its fighting men were most valiant. Therefore Adoni- 
sedec king of Jerusalem sent to Cham king of Hebron, and to 
Pharam king of Jerimoth, and to Japhia king of Lachis, and to 
Dabir king of Eglon, saying : Come up to me, and bring help, 

* The. Gabaonites deceived Josue by pretending that they did not belong to 
the Canaanites, but came from a distance \ and ao 3Q«v]L<e^\«»&Y(v<^\v;^<^^\ic^ \Ska^&& ^ 
league witb them and to swear that they bYioixI^ iioX.\i^ ^Ciiaiw. 
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that we may take Grabaon, because it hath gone over to Josue, 
and to the children of Israel. 

So the five kings of the Amorrhites being assembled to- 
gether went up : the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, 
the king of Jerimoth, the king of Lachis, the king of Eglon, they 
and their armies, and camped about Gabaon, laying siege to it. 
But the inhabitants of the city of Gabaon which was besieged 
sent to Josue, who then abode in the camp at Galgal, and said 
to him : Withdraw not thy hands from helping thy servants : 
come up quickly and save us, and bring us succour: for all the 
kings of the Amorrhites, who dwell in the mountains, are ga- 
thered together against us. And Josue went up from Galgal^ 
and aU the army of the warriors with him, most valiant men. 
And the Lord said to Josue : Fear them not : for I have de- 
livered them into thy hands : none of them shall be able to 
stand against thee. So Josue going up from Galgal all the night, 
came upon them suddenly. And the Lord troubled them at the 
sight of Israel : and he slew them with a great slaughter in 
Gabaon, and pursued them by the way of the ascent to Beth- 
horon, 6uid cut them off all the way to Azeca and Maceda. And 
when they were fleeing from the children of Israel, and were in 
the descent of Beth-horon, the Lord cast down upon them great 
stones from heaven as far as Azeca : and many more were killed 
with the hailstones than were slain by the swords of the children 
of Israel. 
Josue X. Miracle of Josue. — Then Josue spoke to the Lord, in the 
^^'^^' day that He delivered the Amorrhite in the sight of the children 
of Israel, and he said before them : Move not, sun, toward 
Gabaon, nor thou, O moon, toward the vaUey of Ajalon. And 
the sun and the moon stood still, till the people revenged them- 
selves of their enemies. Is not this written in the book of the 
just 1 So the sun stood still* in the midst of heaven, and hasted 
not to go down the space of one day. . There was not before 
nor after so long a day, the liOrd obeying the voice of a man^ 
and fighting for Israel. 

And Josue returned with all Israel into the camp of Galgal. 
For the five kings were fled, and had hidden themselves in a 
cave of the city of Maceda. And it was told Josue that the five 
kings were found hidden in a cave of the city of Maceda. And 
he conmianded them that were with him, saying : Roll great 
stones to the mouth of the cave, and set careful men, to keep 

* ' When the Scriptnre says that the sun stood still, it does not mean to imply 
that the ann moves round the earth. Scripture does not decide mere questions 
of science, but uaea the way of speaking common. amoiig&X. \si«xC ^o\>\>. 
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them shut up : and stay you not, but pursue after the enemies, 
and kill all the hindennost of them as they flee, and do not 
suffer them whom the Lord God hath delivered into your hands 
to shelter themselves in their cities. 

So the enemies being slain with a great slaughter, and al- 
most utterly consumed, they that were able to escape from Israel 
entered into fenced cities. And all the army returned to Josue, 
in Maceda, where the camp then was, in good health and with- 
out the loss of any one : and no man durst move his tongue 
against the children of Israel. 



SECT. XL nil. THE TABERNA CLE IS SET UP IN SILO. THE LAND IS DIVIDED. 
THE LAST DAYS AND DEATH OF JOSUE. 

The Tabernacle set up. — ^And all the children of Israel as- Josue 
sembled together in Silo, and there they set up the tabernacle ^2^^ 
of the testimony, and the land was subdued before them. But 
there remained seven tribes of the children of Israel, which as 
yet had not received their possessions. 

Division of the Land. — And Josue said to them: How long Josue 
are you indolent and slack, and go. not in to possess the lajid Jj}?^* 
which the Lord the God of your fathers hath given you % Choose 
of every tribe three men, that I may send them, and they may 
go and compass the land, and mark it out according to the 
number of each multitude : and bring back to me what they 
have marked out. Divide to yourselves the land into seven 
parts : let Juda be in his bounds on the south side, and the 
house of Joseph on the north. The land in the midst between 
these mark ye out into seven parts ; and you shall come hither 
to me, that I may cast lots for you before the Lord your God. 
Eor the Levites have no part among you, but the priesthood of 
the Lord is their inheritance. And Gad and Ruben and the 
half tribe of Manasses have already received their possessions 
beyond the Jordan eastward : which Moses the servant of the 
Lord gave them. 

And when the men were risen up, to go to mark out the 
land, Josue commanded them, saying : Go round the land and 
mark it out, and return to me, that I may cast lots for you be- 
fore the Lord in Silo. So they went : and surveying it, divided 
it into seven parts, writing them down in a book. And they 
returned to Josue, to the camp in Silo. And he cast lots before 
the Lord in Silo, and divided the land to the children of Israel 
into seven parts. 

L&at Tfords of Josue. — ^And 'wlien. ^ \oii^ ^\hi^ ^^ ^"8v^^^> 
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Josue after that the Lord had given peace to Israel, all the nations 
™ll' round about being subdued, and Josue being now old, and far 
' advanced in years : Josue called for all Israel, aid for the elders, 
and for the princes, and for the judges, and for the masters, and 
said to them : I am old, and far advanced in years : and you 
see all that the Lord your God hath done to all the nations 
round about, how He Himself hath fought for you : and now 
since He hath divided to you by lot all the land, from the east 
of the Jordan unto the great sea, and many nations yet remain : 
the Lord your God will destroy them, and take them away from 
before your face, and you shall possess the land as He hath pro- 
mised you. Only take courage, and be careful to observe all 
things that are Written in the book of the law of Moses : and turn 
not aside from them neither to the right hand nor to the left : lest 
after that you are come in among the Gentiles, who will remain 
. among you, you should swear by the name of their gods, and 
«erve them, and adore them : but cleave ye unto the Lord your 
<Jod : as you have done until this day. And then the Lord God 
will take away before your eyes nations that are great and very 
atrong, and no man shall be able to resist you. One of you 
shgll chase a thousand men of the enemies : because the Lord 
your God Himself will fight for you, as He hath promised. 

This only take care of with all diligence, that you love the 
Lord your God. But if you will embrace the errors of these 
nations that dwell among you, and make marriages with them, 
and join friendships : know ye for a certainty that the Lord 
your God will not destroy them before yoar face, but they shall 
be a pit and a snare in your way, and a stumbling-block at your 
side, and thorns in your eyes, till He take you away and destroy 
you from off this excellent land which He hath given you. 

Behold this day I am going the way of all the earth, 
and you shall know with all your mind that of all the words 
which the Lord promised to perform for you, not one hathfiuled. 
Therefore as He hath fulfilled in deed what He promised, and 
all things prosperous have come : so will He bring upon you 
all the evils He hath threatened, till He take you away and de- 
stroy you from off this excellent land which He hath given you. 
When you shall have transgressed the covenant of the Lord your 
God, which He hath made with you, and shall have served 
strange gods, and adored them : then shall the indignation of 
the liOrd rise up quickly and speedily against you, and you shall 
be taken away from this excellent land which He hath delivered 
to yon. 

Death ot Josue. — ^And Josue gattiei:ft^^%<5i\^«t ^'Oc^a^stSfofta 
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of Israel in Sichem, and called for the ancients, and the princes, Josue 
and the judges, and the masters: and they stood in the sight of f ^gj-si 
the Lord : Josue therefore on that day made a covenant, and 
set before the people commandments and judgments in Sichem. 
And he wrote all these things in the volume of the law of the 
Lord : an^ he took a great stone, and set it under the oak 
that was in the sanctuary of the Lord : and he said to all the 
people : Behold this stone shall be a testimony unto you, that 
it hath heard all the words of the Lord, which He hath spoken 
to you : lest perhaps hereafter you will deny it, and lie to the 
Lord. And he sent the people away every one to their own 
possession. 

And after these things Josue the son of Nun, the servant of 
the Lord, died, being a hundred and ten years old : -nn iaoa 
and they buried him in the border of his possession 
in Thamnathsare, which is situate in mount Ephraim, on the 
north side of mount Gaas. 

And Israel served the Lord all the days of Josue, and of the 
ancients that lived a long time after Josue, and that had known, 
all the works of the Lord which He had done in IsraeL 



THE BOOK OF JUDGES. 

Thia book is generally 8appK)sed to have been written by Samuel. It contains 
the history of the Israelites for rather more than 300 years, from the death 
of Josue to the first king. During this time the people were frequently 
oppressed by their enemies, and were firom time to time delivered by leaders 
imom God raised up for the purpose. These deliverers wore called judges ; 
there were fifteen of them. 

SECT, XLIX. THE PEOPLE FALL INTO IDOLATRY, OOD PUNISHES THEM, 
THE FIRST JUDGES. 

And Josue the son of JN^un, the servant of the Lord, died. Judges il. 
being a hundred and ten years old, and they buried him in the ^'■^^• 
borders of his possession in Thamnathsare in mount Ephraim, on 
the north side of mount Gaas. And all that generation was 
gathered to their fathers : and there arose others that knew not 
liie Lord, and the works which He had done for Israel. 

The Israelites fall into Idolatry.— And the children of Israel Judges n. 
did evil in the sight of the Lord, and they served Baalim. And ^^•23- 
they left the Lord the God of their fathers, who had brought 
them out of the land of Egjrpt : and they followed strange gods,* 

* What is here said of the children of Israel, as to their falling so often into 
idolatry, is to be understood of a great part of them ; but not so universally^ a& 
if the trae worship of God was ever quite abo^hed. amoisi^^ \k<«ii\ l<:st ^i^^& ^s^^- 
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and the gods of the people that dwelt round about them, and 
they adored them : and they provoked the Lord to anger, for- 
saking Him, and serving Baal and Astaroth. And the Lord 
being angry against Israel, delivered them into the hands of 
plunderers : who took them and sold them to their enemies, 
that dwelt round about : neither could they stand against their 
enemies : but whithersoever they meant to go, the hand of the 
Lord was upon them, as He had said, and as He had sworn to 
them : and they were greatly distressed. 

And the Lord raised up judges to deliver them from the 
hands of those that oppressed them : but they would not hearken 
to them, but sinned with strange gods, and adoring them. They 
quickly forsook the way in which their fathers had walked : and 
hearing the commandments of the Lord, they did all things con- 
trary. And when the Lord raised them up judges, in their days 
He was moved to mercy, and heard the groanings of the afflicted, 
and delivered them from the slaughter of the oppressors. But 
after the judge was dead, they returned, and did much worse 
things than their fathers had done, following strange gods, serv- 
ing them and adoring them. They left not their own inventions, 
and the stubborn way by which they were accustomed to walk. 
And the wrath of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and He 
said : Behold this nation hath made void My covenant, which 
I had made with their fathers, and hath despised to hearken to 
My voice : I also will not destroy the nations which Josue left, 
when he died : that through them I may try Israel, whether 
they will keep the way of the Lord, and walk in it, as their 
fathers kept it, or no. The Lord therefore left all these nations, 
and would not quickly destroy them, neither did He deliver 
them into the hands of Josue. 
Judges III. These are the nations which the Lord left, that by them He 
1-7. might instruct Israel, and all that had not known the wars of 
the Canaanites : that afterwards their children might learn 
to fight with their enemies, and to be trained up to war : the 
five princes of the Philistines, and all the Canaanites, and 
the Sidonians, and the Hevites that dwelt in mount Libanus, 
from mount Baal Hermon- to the entering into Emath. And He 
left them, that He might try Israel by them, whether they would 
hear the commandments of the Lord, which He had commanded 
their fathers by the hand of Moses, or not. 

So the children of Israel dwelt in the midst of the Canaanite, 



cession of the true Churcli and religion was kept up all this time by the priests 
and Levites, at leastln the house of God in Silo. Douay Bible. 
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and the Hethite, and the Amorrhite, and the Pherezite, and the 
Hevite, and the Jebusite : and they took their daughters to 
wives, and they gave their own daughters to their sons, and 
they served their gods. And they did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and they forgot their God, and served Baalim and Astaroth. 

Othoniel. — And the Lord being angry with Israel, delivered Judges i 
them into the hands of Chusan Kasathaim king of ^ p -lArxK ^'^^' 
Mesopotamia, and they served him eight years. And ' • i wO« 
they cried to the Lord, who raised them up a saviour, and de- 
livered them, to wit, Othoniel the son of Cenez, the younger 
brother of Caleb : and the spirit of the Lord was in him, and 
he judged Israel. And he went out to fight, and the Lord de- 
livered into his hands Chusan Easathaim king of Syria, and he 
overthrew him : and the land rested forty years, and Othoniel 
the son of Cenez died. 

Aod. — And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight Judges i 
of the Lord : who strengthened against them Eglon ^ n -i 04.0 •^^"^^* 
king of Moab : because they did evil in His sight. ' * 
And he joined to him the children of Ammon, and Amalec : and 
he went and overthrew Israel, and possessed the city of palm- 
trees. And the children of Israel served Eglon king of Moab 
eighteen' years. 

And afterwards they cried to the Lord, who raised them up 
a saviour called Aod, the son of Gera, the son of Jemini, who 
used the left hand as well as the right. And the children of 
Israel sent presents to Eglon king of Moab by him. And he 
made himself a two-edged sword, with a haft in the midst of the 
length of the palm of the hand, and was girded therewith under 
his garment on the right thigh. And he presented the gifts to 
Eglon king of Moab. Now Eglon was exceeding fat. And 
when he had presented the gifts unto him, he followed his com- 
panions that came along with him. Then returning from Gal- 
gal, where the idols were, he said to the king : I have a secret 
message to thee, king. And he commanded silence : and all 
being gone out that were about him, Aod went in to him : now 
he was sitting in a summer parlour alone, and he said : I have 
a word from God to thee. And he forthwith rose up from his 
throne, and Aod put forth his left hand, and took the dagger 
from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly, with such force 
that the haft went in after the blade into the wound, and was 
closed up with the abundance of fat. So that he did not draw 
out the dagger, but left it in the body as he had struck it in. . . . 
But Aod carefully shutting the doors of the parlour, and locking 
them, went out by a postern door. 
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And the king's servants .... waiting a long time till they 
were ashamed, and seeing that no man opened the door, took 
a key : and opening they found their lord lying dead on the 
ground. 

But Aod, while they were in confusion, escaped, and passed 
hy the place of the idols, from whence he had returned. And 
he came to Seirath : and forthwith he sounded the trumpet in 
mount Ephraim : and the children of Israel went down with 
him, he himself going in the front. And he said to them : Fol- 
low me : for the Lord hath delivered our enemies the Moabites 
into our hands. And they went down after him, and seized 
upon the fords of tl^e Jordan, which are in the way to Moab; and 
they suffered no man to pass over, but they slew of the Moabites 
at that time about ten thousand, all strong and valiant men : 
none of them could escape. And Moab was humbled that day 
imder the hand of Israel : and the land rested eighty years, 
udges ni. Samgar. — ^After him was Samgar* the son of Anath, who slew 
^^ B C 1300 °^ *^^ Philistines six hundred men with a plough- 

• * * share : and he also defended Israel 

Fudges IV. And the' children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the 
^'^' Lord after the death of Aod, and the Lord delivered them up 
into the hands of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Asor ; 
and he had a general of his army named Sisara, and he dwelt in 
Haroseth of the Gentiles. And the children of Israel cried to 
the Lord : for he had nine hundred chariots set with scythes, 
and for twenty years had grievously oppressed them. 

radges IV. Debbora. — And there was at that time Debbora a prophetess^ 
^"24. g - lOQK *^® "^i^® of Lapidoth, who judged the people, and 
she sat under a palm-tree, which was called by her 
name, between Kama and Bethel in mount Ephi-aim : and the 
children of Israel came up to her for all judgment. And she 
sent and called Barac the son of Abinoem out of Cedes in Neph- 
tali : and she said to him : The Lord God of Israel hath com- 
manded thee : Go, and lead an army to mount Thabor, and thoa 
shalt take with thee ten thousand fighting men of the children 
of Nephtali, and of the children of Zabulon : and I will bring 
unto thee in the place of the torrent Cison, Sisara the general of 
Jabin's army, and his chariots, and all his multitude, and will 
deliver them into thy hand. 

And Barac said to her : If thou wilt come with me, I will 
go : if thou wilt not come with me, I will not go. She said 
to him : I will go indeed with thee^ but at this time the victory 

* By some Samgar is not reckoned as one of the Judges, nor Eli and 
Samuelf and bo they onlj count twelve Judges. 
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shall not be attributed to thee, because Sisara shall be delivered 
into the hand of a woman. 

Debbora therefore arose, and went with Barac to Cedes. 
And he called unto him Zabulon and !N'ephtali, and went up 
with ten thousand fighting men, having Debbora in his com- 
pany. 

Xow Haber the Cinite had some time before departed from 
the rest of the Cinites his brethren the sons of Hobab, the kins- 
man of Moses : and had pitched his tents unto the valley which 
is called Sennim, and was near Cedes. And it was told Sisara, 
that Barac the son of Abinoem was gone up to mount Thabor : 
and he gathered together his nine hundred chariots armed with 
scythes, and all his army from Haros^h of the Gentiles to the 
torrent Cison. 

And Debbora said to Barac : Arise, for this is the day wherein 
the Lord hath delivered Sisara into thy hands : behold He is thy 
leader. 

And Barac went down from mount Thabor, and ten thousand 
fighting men with him. And the Lord struck a terror into Si- 
sara, and all his chariots, and all his multitude, with the edge 
of the sword at the sight of Barac, insomuch that Sisara, leaping 
down from off his chariot, fled away on foot. And Barac pur- 
sued after the fleeing chariots and the army unto Haroseth of 
the Gentiles, and all the multitude of the enemies was utterly 
destroyed. 

But Sisara fleeing came to the tent of Jahel the wife of 
Haber the Cinite, for there was peace between Jabin the king 
of Asor and the house of Haber the Cinite. And Jahel went 
forth to meet Sisara, and said to him : Come in to me, my lord, 
come in, fear not. He went into her tent, and being covered 
by her with a cloak, said to her : Give me, I beseech thee, a little 
water, for I am very thirsty. She opened a bottle of milk, and 
gave him to drink, and covered him. And Sisara said to her : 
Stand before the door of the tent, and when any shall come and 
inquire of thee, saying : Is there any man here ? thou shalt say: 
There is none. So Jahel Haber's wife took a nail of the tent, 
and taking also a hammer, and going in softly, and with silence, 
she put the nail upon the temples of his head, and striking it 
with the hammer, drove it through his brain fast into the ground : 
and so passing from deep sleep to death, he fainted away and 
died. 

And behold Barac came pursuing after Sisara : and Jahel 
went out to meet him, and said to him : Come, and I will show 
thee the man whom thou seekest. Aiiii N^\isii \i<6 ^^sas^ \si!vSi 
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her tent, he saw Sisara lying dead, and the nail fastened in his 
temples. So God that day hnmbled Jabin the king of Canaan 
before the children of Israel : who grew daily stronger, and 
with a mighty hand overpowered Jabin king of Canaan, till 
they quite destroyed him. 



SECT. Z. OEDEON BELIVEBS ISRAEL FROM THE MADIAN1TE8, 

Judges VI. The Madianites. — And the children of Israel again did evil 
^'^^' in the sight of the Lord : and He delivered them into the hand 
of Madian seven years, and they were grievously oppressed by 
them. And they made themselves dens and caves in the 
mountains, and strongholds. And when Israel had sown, 
Madian and Amalec, and the rest of the eastern nations, came 
up : and pitching their tents among them wasted all things as 
they were in the blade even to the entrance of Gaza : and they 
left nothing at all in Israel for sustenance of life, nor sheep, nor 
oxen, nor asses. For they and all their flocks came with their 
tents, and like locusts filled all places, an innumerable multitude 
of men, and of camels, wasting whatsoever they touched. And 
Israel was humbled exceedingly in the sight of Madian. And 
he cried to the Lord desiring help against the Madianites. 
And He sent unto them a prophet, and he spoke : Thus saith 
the Lord the God of Israel : I made you to come up out of 
Egypt, and brought you out of the house of bondage, and 
delivered you out of the hands of the Egyptians, and of idl the 
enemies that afflicted you : and I cast them out at your coming 
in, and gave you their land. And I said : I am the Lord your 
God, fear not the gods of the Amorrhites, in whose land you 
dwelL And you would not hear My voice. 

Judges VL Oedeon. — And an angel of the Lord came, and sat under an 

■^ P p 'tnAK ^^^ *^^* ^^ ^ Ephra, and belonged to Joas the 

JJ.O. 14AD. ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ fanuly of EzrL And when Gedeon 

his son was thrashing and cleansing wheat by the winepress, to 
flee from Madian, the angel of the Lord appeared to him, and 
said : The Lord is with thee, O most valiant of men. And 
Gedeon said to him : I beseech thee, my lord, if the Lord be 
with us, why have these evils fallen upon us 1 Where are His 
miracles, which our fathers have told us of, saying : The Lord 
brought us out of Egypt? But now the Lord hath forsaken us, 
and delivered us into the hand of Madian. 

And the Lord looked upon him, and said : Gro in this thy 

strength, and thou shalt deliver Israel out of the hand of 

3fadian : know that I have sent thee. He answered and said : 
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I beseech thee, my lorS, wherewith shall I deliver Israel 1 Be- 
hold my family is the meanest in Manasses, and I am the least 
in my father's house. And the Lord said to him : I will be 
with thee : and thou shalt cut off Madian as one man. And 
he said : If I have found grace before thee, give me a sign that 
it is thou that speakest to me, and depart not hence, till I 
return to thee, and bring a sacrifice, and offer it to thee. And 
he answered : I will wait thy coming. 

So Gedeon went in, and boiled a kid, and made unleavened 
loaves of a measure of flour : and putting the flesh in a basket, 
and the broth of the flesh into a pot, he carried all under the 
oak, and presented to him. And the angel of the Lord said to 
him : Take the flesh and the unleavened loaves, and lay them 
upon that rock, and pour out the broth thereon. And when he 
had done so, the angel of the Lord put forth the tip of the rod 
which he held in his hand, and touched the flesh and the 
tmleavened loaves : and there arose a fire from the rock, and 
consumed the flesh and the unleavened loaves : and the angel 
of the Lord vanished out of his sight. 

And Gedeon seeing that it was the angel of the Lord, said : 
Alas, my Lord God : for I have seen the angel of the Lord face 
to face. And the Lord said to him : Peace be with thee : fear 
not, thou shalt not die. And Gedeon built there an altar to the 
Lord, and called it the Lord's peace, until this present day. 

And when he was yet in Ephra, which is of the family of 
Ezri, that night the Lord said to him : Take a bullock of thy 
father's, and another bullock of seven years, and thou shalt 
-destroy the altar of Baal, which is thy father's : and cut down 
the grove that is about the altar: and thou shalt build an 
^tar to the Lord thy God in the top of this rock, whereupon 
thou didst lay the sacrifice before; and thou shalt take the 
second bullock, and shalt offer a holocaust upon a pile of the 
wood, which thou shalt cut down out of the grove. 

Then Gedeon taking ten men of his servants, did as the 
Lord had commanded hun. But fearing his father's house, and* 
the men of that city, he would not do it by day, but did all by 
night. And when the men of that town were risen in the 
morning, they saw the altar of Baal destroyed, and the grove 
cut down, and the second bullock laid upon the altar, which 
then was built. And they said one to another: Who hath 
done this? And when they inquired for the author of the fact, 
it was said : Gedeon the son of Joas did all this. And they 
said to Joas: Bring out thy son hither, that he may die: 
because he hath destroyed the altai oi li^csi, aaftJVvaiOiDL \s^ ^^-^rtq^ 
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his grove. He answered them : Are you the avengers of Baal, 
that you fight for him 1 he that is his adversary, let him die 
before to-morrow light appear : if he he a god, let him revenge 
himself on him that hath cast down his altar. Erom that day 
Gedeon was called Jerohaal,* because Joas had said : Let Bad 
revenge himself on him that hath cast down his altar. 

Now all Madian, and Amalec, and the eastern people were 
gathered together, and passing over the Jordan, camped in the 
valley of JezraeL But the spirit of the Lord came upon Gedeon, 
and he sounded the trumpet and called together lie house of 
Abiezer, to follow him. And he sent messengers into all 
Manasses, and they also followed him : and other messengers 
into Aser and Zabulon and ^N'ephtali, and they came to meet 
him. 

And Gideon said to God : If Thou wilt save Israel by my 
hand, as Thou hast said, I will put this fleece of wool on the 
floor : if there be dew in the fleece only, and it be dry on all 
the ground beside, I shall know that by my hand, as Thou hast 
said, Thou wilt deliver Israel. And it was so. And rising 
before day, wringing the fleece, he filled a vessel with the dew. 
And he said again to God : Let not Thy wrath be kindled 
against me if I try once more, seeking a sign in the fleece. I 
pray that the fleece only may be dry, and all the ground wet 
with dew. And God did that night as he had requested : and 
it was dry on the fleece only, and there was dew on all the 
ground. 
Tudges vn. Gedeon's great Victory. — Then Jerobaal, who is the same 
^"^* as Gedeon, rising up early and all the people with him, came to 
the fountain that is called Harad. Now the camp of Madian 
was in the valley on the north side of the high hill. 

And the Lord said to Gedeon : The people that are with 
thee are many, and Madian shall not be delivered into their 
hands : lest Israel should glory against Me, and say : I was 
delivered by my own strength. Speak to the people, and pro- 
claim in the hearing of all : Whosoever is fearful and timorous 
let him return. So two-and-twenty thousand men went away 
from mount Galaad and returned home, and only ten thousand 
remained. 

And the Lord said to Gedeon: The people are still too 
many, bring them to the waters, and there I will try them : 
and of whom I shall say to thee : This shall go with thee, let 
him go : whom I shall forbid to go, let him return. 

And when the people were come down to the waters, the 
♦ The word sigiufies, Let Baal p\ea^ agiftiaat b\m» 
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Lord said to Gedeon : They that shall lap the water with their 
tongues, as dogs are wont to lap, thou shalt set apart by them- 
selves : but they that shall drink bowing down their knees 
shall be on the other side. And the number of them that had 
lapped water, casting it with the hand to their mouth, was 
three hundred men: and all the rest of the multitude had 
drunk kneeling. And the Lord said to Gedeon : By the three 
hundred men, that lapped water, I will save you, and deliver 
Madian into thy hand : but let all the rest of the people return 
to their place. So taking victuals and trumpets according to 
their number, he ordered all the rest of the multitude to depart 
to their tents : and he with the three hundred gave himself to 
the battle. Now the camp of Madian was beneath him in the 
valley. 

The same night the Lord said to him : Arise, and go down 
into the camp because I have delivered them into thy hand. 
But if thou be afraid to go alone, let Phara thy servant go down 
with thee. And when thou shalt hear what they are saying, 
then shall thy hands be strengthened, and thou shalt go down 
more secure to the enemies' camp. 

And he went down with Phara his servant into part of the 
camp, where was the watch of men in arms. But Madian and 
Amalec, and all the eastern people, lay scattered in the valley, 
as a multitude of locusts : their camels also were innumerable, 
as the sand that lieth on the seashore. And when Gedeon was 
come, one told his neighbour a dream :* and in this manner re- 
lated what he had seen : I dreamt a dream, and it seemed to 
me as if a hearth-cake of barley-bread rolled and came down 
into the camp of Madian : and when it was come to a tent it 
struck it, and beat it down flat to the ground. He to whom he 
spoke, answered : This is nothing else but the sword of Gedeon 
the son of Joas, a man of Israel For the Lord hath delivered 
Madian and all their camp into his hand. And when Gedeon 
had heard the dream, and the interpretation thereof, he adored : 
and returned to the camp of Israel, and said : Arise, for the 
Lord hath delivered the camp of Madian into our hands. 

And he divided the three hundred men into three parts, and 
gave them trumpets in their hands, and empty pitchers, and 
lamps within the pitchers. And he said to them : What you 
shaU see me do, do you the same : I will go into one part of the 
camp, and do you as I shall do. When the trumpet shall sound 

* Observation of dreams is commonly superstitious, and as such is con- 
demned in the word •£ God ; but in some extiaax^imu:^ ca&^^^«:^^%.V<«3c& ^r^ 
•God 28 pleased by dreams to foretell wliat H.^ \a aX^ouV. \ft ^"a» \>QiNih;::t^\Bs-afi^ 
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in my hand, do you also blow the trumpets on every side of the 
camp. And Gedeon, and the three hundred men that were 
with him, went into part of the camp, at the beginning of the 
midnight watch, and the watchmen being alarmed, they began 
to sound their trumpets, and to clap the pitchers one against 
another. And when they sounded their trumpets in three 
places round about the camp, and had broken their pitchers, 
they held their lamps in their left hands, and with their right 
hands the trumpets which they blew, and they cried out : The 
sword of the Lord and of Gedeon : standing every man in his 
place round about the enemies' camp. So all the camp was 
troubled, and- crying out and howling they fled away. And 
the three hundred men nevertheless persisted sounding the 
trumpets. And the Lord sent the sword into all the camp, and 
they killed one another, fleeing as far as Eethsetta, and the 
border of Abelmahula in Tebbath. But the men of Israel shout- 
ing from l^ephtali and Aser, and from all Manasses, pursued 
after Madian. . . 
Judges And all the men of Israel said to Gedeon : Eule thou over 
^^' us, and thy son, and thy son's son : because thou hast#delivered 
us from the hand of Madian. And he said to them : I will not 
rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you, but the Lord 
shall rule over you. And he said to them : I desire one request 
of you : give me the earlets of your spoils. For the Ismaelites 
were accustomed to wear golden earlets. They answered : We 
• will give them most willingly. And spreading a mantle on the 
ground, they cast upon it the earlets of the spoils. And the 
weight of the earlets that he requested was a thousand seven 
hundred shekels of gold, besides the ornaments, and jewels, and 
purple raiment, which the kings of Madian were wont to use, 
and besides the golden chains that were about the camels' necks. 
And Gedeon made an ephod* thereof, and put it in his city 
Ephra. And all Israel sinned, and it became a ruin to G^eon 
and to all his house. But Madian was humbled before the 
children of Israel, neither could they any more lift up their 
heads : but the land rested for forty years, while Gedeon pre- 
sided. 

So Jerobaal the son of Joas went, and dwelt in his own 
house. And he had seventy sons of his body begotten, for he 
had many wives. And his concubine, that he had in Sichem^ 
bore him a son, whose name was Abimelech. And Gedeon the 

* A priestly gaiment : which Gkdeon made with a good design ; but the 
Israelites, after hia death, abused it by making it an instrument of their ido]a- 
trous worship, DovAY Bible. 
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son of Joas died in a good old age, and was buried in the sepul- 
chre of his father in Ephra of the family of Ezxi. 

SECT. LI. THE JUDGES ABIMELECff, TEOLA^ AND JAIR. 

But after Gedeon was dead, the children of Israel turned Judges 
again, and sinned with Baalim. And they made a covenant ^^^ 
with Baal, that he should be their god : and they remembered 
not the Lord their God, who delivered them out of the hands of 
all their enemies round about. JN'either did they show mercy 
to the house of Jerobaal Gedeon, according to all the good 
things he had done to Israel. 

Abimelech. — And Abimelech the son of Jerobaal went to Judgei is 
Sicheu to his mother's brethren and spoke to them, ^ n i oog ^"^* 
and to all the kindred of his mother's father, saying: 
Speak !;o all the men of Sichem : whether is better for you that 
seventy men, all the sons of Jerobaal, should rule over you or 
that oie man should rule over youl And withal consider that 
I am ymx bone, and your flesh. 

And his mother's brethren spoke of him to all the men of 
Sichem, lU these words, and they inclined their hearts after 
Abimelecl, saying: He is our brother: and they gave him 
seventy wdght of silver out of the temple of Baalberith:* 
wherewith \e hired to himself men that were needy, and vaga- 
bonds, and hey followed him. And he came to his father*s 
house in Ejfira, and slew his brethren the sons of Jerobaal, 
seventy men, ipon one stone : and there remained only Joatham 
the youngest on of Jerobaal, who was hidden. 

And all th men of Sichem were gathered together, and all 
the families Oithe city of Mello: and they went and made 
Abimelech king by the oak that stood in Sichem. 

So Abimeleci reigned over Israel for three years. And the Judges ix 
Lord sent a veir evil spirit between Abimelech and the in- 22-24, 
habitants of Sichm, who began to detest him, and to leave the 
crime of the muf.er of the seventy sons of Jerobaal, and the 
shedding of their lood, upon Abimelech their brother, and upon 
the rest of the prices of the Sichimites, who aided him. 

Abimelech alschearing that the men of the tower of Sichem Judges ix 
were gathered toge\er, went up into mount Selmon he and aU 47'57. 
his people with hii: and taking an axe, he cut down the 
bough of a tree, andlaying it on his shoulder and carrying it, 
he said to his compaions : What you see me do, do you out of 
hand. So they cut own boughs from the trees, every man as 

♦ BaaXberith. That is^aal of the covenant ; so called fiom. tikA <ssss^smc^ 
they had made with Baal. Ihsag^ viii. 33. 
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fast as he could, and followed their leader. And surrounding 
the fort they set it on fire : and so it came to pass that with the 
smoke and with the fire a thousand persons were killed, men 
and women together, of the inhabitants of the tower of Sichem. 
Then Abimelech departing from thence came to the town of 
Thebes, which he surrounded and besieged with his army. And 
there was in the midst of the city a high tower, to which hoth 
the men and the women were fled together, and all the princes 
of the city, and having shut and strongly barred the gate, they 
stood upon the battlements of the tower to defend themselves. 
And Abimelech coming near the tower, fought stoutly : and 
approaching to the gate, endeavoured to set fire to it. Ard be- 
hold a certain, woman casting a piece of a millstone from tbove, 
dashed it against the head of Abimelech, and broke his skulL 
And he called hastily to his armour-bearer, and said t# him : 
Draw thy sword, and kill me : lest it should be said thai I was 
slain by a woman. He did as he was commanded, and sleiv him. 
And when he was dead, all the men of Israel that we'e with 
him returned to their homes. And God repaid the evil that 
Abimelech had done against his father, killing hif seventy 
brethren. The Sichimites.also were rewarded for wha< they had 
done, and the curse of Joatham the son of Jerobaal-iame upon 
them. 

Judges X. Thola. — After Abimelech there arose a ruler in ferael, Thola 

1*2- g ^ -Q-- son of Phua the uncle of Abimelech, eman o^Issa- 

• * • char, who dwelt in Samir of mount ihraim : and 

he judged Israel three-and-twenty years, and he^ied and was 

buried in Samir. / 

Judges X. Jair. — To him succeeded Jair the Galaadi^, who judged 
B C 1188 Israel for two-and-twenty years, haiiug thirty sons 
that rode on thirty ass-colts, andiv^ere princes of 
^thirty cities, which from his name were called lavoth Jair, that 
is, the towns of Jair, until this present day i/ the land of Ga- 
laad. And Jair died, and was buried in th/ place which was 
called Camon. 



SECT. LII. JEPSTE'S VICTORY OVER THE AMAffflTES. HIS VOW, 

^^dg®"^. The Ammonites. — But the children oflsrael, adding new 

' sins to their old ones, did evil in the sitft of the Lord, and 

served idols, Baalim and Astaroth, and th^ods of Syria and of 

Sidon and of Moab and of the children TAmmon and of the 

Philistines : and they left the Lord, an/ did not serve Him. 

And the Lord being angry witlo. tl[iem, ^Net^^ >ik«m. mt^ tha 
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hands of the Philistines and of the children of Ammon. And 
they were afilicted, and grievously oppressed for eighteen years, 
all they that dwelt beyond the Jordan in the land of the Amor- 
rhite, who is in Galaad : insomuch that the children of Ammon 
passing over the Jordan, wasted Juda and Benjamin and Eph- 
raim : and Israel was distressed exceedingly. And they cried 
to the Lord, and said : We have sinned against Thee, because 
we have forsaken the Lord our God, and have served Baalim. 

And the Lord said to them : Did not the Egyptians and the 
Amorrhites, and the children of Ammon and the Philistines, 
the Sidonians also and Amalec and Canaan oppress you, and you 
cried to Me, and I delivered you out of their hand? and yet you 
have forsaken Me, and have worshipped strange gods : therefore 
I will deliver you no more : go and call upon the gods which 
you have chosen : let them deliver you in the time of distress. 

And the children of Israel said to the Lord : We have sinned, 
do Thou unto us whatsoever pleaseth Thee : only deliver us this 
time. ' And saying these thmgs, they cast away out of their 
coasts all the idols of strange gods, and served the Lord their 
Ood : and He was touched with their miseries. 

And the children of Ammon shouting together, pitched their 
tents in Galaad : against whom the children of Israel assembled 
themselves together and camped in Maspha. And the princes 
of Galaad said one to another : Whosoever of us shall first begin 
to fight against the children of Ammon, he shall be the leader 
of the people of Galaad. 

Jephte. — There was at that time Jephte, the Galaadite, a Judges x 
most valiant man and a warrior, the son of a woman -n n 1 1 ow ^'^ 
that was a harlot, and his father was Galaad. Now * * 
Oalaad had a wife of whom he had sons : who after they werp 
grown up, thrust out Jephte, saying : Thou canst not inherit in 
the house of our father, because thou art bom of another mother. 
Then he fled and avoided them and dwelt in the land of Tob : 
and there were gathered to him needy men, and robbers : and 
they followed him as their prince. 

In those days the children of Ammon made war against 
Israel. And as they pressed hard upon them, the ancients of 
Galaad went to fetch Jephte out of the land of Tob to help 
them : and they said to him : Come thou and be our prince, and 
fight against the children of Ammon. And he answered them : 
Aie not you the men that hated me, and cast me out of my father's 
house, and now you are come to ifie constrained by necessity? 
And the princes of Galaad said to Jephte : For this cause wft axe. 
now come to thee, that thoti mayat go m>^"Vxa,«a^^^gcis»^vsgfieo^ 
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the children of Anunon, and be head over all the inhabitants of 
Galaad. 

Jephte also said to them : If you be come to me sincerely, 
that I should fight for you against the children of Ammon, and 
the Lord shall deliver them into my hand, shall I be your princel 
They answered him : The Lord who heareth these things, He^ 
Himself is mediator and witness that we will do as we have= 
promised. Jephte therefore went with the princes of Galaad,. 
and all the people made him their prince. And Jephte spok& 
all his words before the Lord in Maspha. And he sent messen- 
gers to the king of the children of Ammon, to say in his name t 
What hast thou to do with me, that thou art come against me,, 
to waste my land 1 
idges XI. Jephte's Vow. — ^And the king of the children of Ammon 
28.4Q. y^Qyi^ jjQt hearken to the words of Jephte, which he sent him 
by the messengers. Therefore the spirit of the Lord came 
upon Jephte, and going round Galaad, and Manasses, and Mas- 
pha of Galaad, and passing over from thence to the children of 
Ammon, he made a vow to the Lord, saying : If Thou wilt 
deliver the children of Ammon into my hands, whosoever shall 
first come forth out of the doors of my house, and shall meet me 
when I return in peace from the children of Ammon, the same^ 
will I offer a holocaust to the Lord.* And Jephte passed over 
to the children of Ammon, to fight against them : and the Lord 
delivered them into his hands. And he smote them from Aroer 
till you come to Mennith, twenty cities, and as far as Abel, 
which is set with vineyards, with a very great slaughter : and 
the children of Ammon were humbled by the children of 
Israel. 

And when Jephte returned into Maspha to his house, his only 
daughter met him with timbrels and with dances : for he had 
no other children. And when he saw her, he rent his garments, 

* Some are of opinion that the meaning of this vow of Jephte was to con- 
secrate to God whatsoever should first meet him, according to the condition of 
the tiling, so as to offer it up as a holocaust, if it were such a thing as might be 
so offered by the law ; or to devote it otherwise to God, if it were not such as the 
law allowed to be offered in sacrifice. And therefore they thinly the daughter 
of Jephte was not slain by her father, but only consecrated to perpetual virgin- 
ity. But the common opinion, followed by the generality of the holy Fathers 
and divines, is, that she was offered as a holocaust, inconsequence of her father *s 
vow ; and that Jephte did not sin, at least not mortally, neither in making nor 
in keeping his vow, since he is no ways blamed for it in Scripture ; and was 
even inspired by God Himself to make the vow (as appears from ver. 29, 30) 
in consequence of which he obtained the victory ; and tJierefore he reasonably^ 
concluded that God, who is the master of life and death, was pleased on this 
occasion to dispense with His own law ; and that it was the divine will he shoald. 
£iW Ms vow. DOUAY BVBLE, 
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and said: Alas, my daughter, thou hast deceived mo, and thou 
thyseK art deceived ; for I have opened my mouth to the Lord, 
and I can do no other thing. And she answered him : My 
&ther, if thou hast opened thy mouth to the Lord, do unto me 
whatsoever thou hast promised, since the victory hath been 
granted to thee, and revenge of thy enemies. And she said to her 
fjEtther : Grant me only this which I desire : let me go, that I 
may go about the mountains for two months, and may bewail 
my virginity with my companions.* 

And he answered her : Go. And he sent her away for two 
months. And when she was gone with her comrades and com- 
panions, she mourned her virginity in the mountains. And the 
two months being expired, she returned to her father, and he 
did to her as he had vowed, and she knew no man. From thence 
came a fashion in Israel, and a custom has beenkept : that from 
year to year the daughters of Israel assemble together, and 
lament the daughter of Jephte the Galaadite for four days. 

But behold there arose a sedition in Ephraim. And passing judges x 
towards the north, they said to Jephte : When thou wentest 1-7. 
to fight against the children of Ammon, why wouldst thou not 
call us, that we might go with thee 1 Therefore we will burn 
thy house. 

And he answered them : I and my people were at great 
strife with the children of Ammon : and I called you to as- 
sist me, and you would not do it. And when I saw this, I 
put my life in my own hands, and passed over against the 
children of Ammon, and the Lord delivered them into my 
hands. What have I deserved, that you should rise up to 
fight against me ? Then calling to him all the men of Galaad, 
he fought against Ephraim : and the men of Galaad defeated 
Ephraim, because he had said : Galaad is a fugitive of Ephraim, 
and dwelleth in the midst of Ephraim and Manasses. And the 
Galaadites secured the fords of the Jordan, by which Ephraim was 
to return. And when any one of the number of Ephraim came 
thither in the flight, and said : I beseech you let me pass : the 
Galaadites said to him : Art thou not an Ephraimite 1 If he 
said : I am not : they asked him : Say, then, Scibboleth, which 
is interpreted, An ear of com. But he answered, Sibboleth, 
not being able to pronounce it correctly. Then presently they 
took him and killed him in the very passage of the Jordan. And 
there fell at that time of Ephraim two-and-forty thousand. And 

♦ The bearing of children was much coveted under the Old Testament, 
when women might hope that from some child of theirs the Saviour of the 
world might one day spring. But under the New Testament vix^nitY \& ^^x.^ 
f erred. DouayBibue. 
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Jephte the Galaadite judged Israel six years : and lie died, and 
was buried in his city of Galaad. 
idgoixn. Abesan. — After him Abesan of Bethlehem judged Israel: 
-on 11 QQ ^® ^^ thirty sons, and as many daughters, whom 
* he sent abroad, and gave to husbands, and took 
wives for his sons of the same number, bringing them into his 
house. And he judged Israel seven years : and he died, and 
was buried in Bethlehem, 
idgesxn. Ahialon. — To him succeeded Ahialon, a Zabulonite : and he 
^^'^' -. p ^^„^ judged Israel ten years : and he died, and was 
JJ.un/0. buried in Zabulon. 
idgesxn. Abdon. — ^After him Ahdon the son of Ulel, a Pharathonite, 
13-15. judged Israel: and he had forty sons, and of 

* * * them thirty grandsons, mounted upon seventy 
ass-colts, and he judged Israel eight years : and he died, and 
was buried in Pharathon in the land of Ephraim, in the mount 
of Amalech. 

8ECT, LIU, THE ISRAELITES ARE OPPRESSED BY THE PHILISTINES, 
THE HISTORY OF SAMSON, 

J^^gs Samson. — And the children of Israel did evil again in the 

™* ' B C 11^7 ^^^^ ^^ *^® "^^^^ ' *^^ ^® delivered them into thp 

• * hands of the Philistines forty years. 

Now there was a certain man of Saraa, and of the race of 
Dan, whose name was Manue, and his wife was barren. And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to her, and said : Thou art bar- 
ren and without chilcken : but thou shalt conceive and bear 
a son. Now therefore beware, and drink no wine nor strong 
drink, and eat not any unclean thing. Because thou shalt con- 
ceive and bear a son, and no razor shall touch his head : for 
he shall be a Nazarite* of God, from his infancy, and jfrom his 
mother's womb, and he shall begin to deliver Israel firom the 
hands of the Philistines. 

* The law of the Nazarites is given to us in the sixth chap, of the Book of 
Numbers. ^And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the children of 
Israel, and thou shalt say to them : When a man, or woman, shall make a vow 
to be sanctified, and will consecrate themselves to the Lord, they shall abstain 
from wine, and from every thing that may make a man drunk. They shall 
not drink vinegar of wine, or of any other drink, nor any thing that is pressed 
out of the grape : nor shall they eat grapes either fresh or dried. All the days 
that they are consecrated to the Lord by vow : they shaU eat nOthin|f l^at 
cometh of the vineyard, from the raisin even to the kemeL All the time of 
his separation no razor shall pass over his head until the day be fulfilled of his 
consecration to the Lord. He shall be holy, and shall let the hair of his head 
grow. All the time of his consecration he shall not go in to any dead. Neither 
shall he make himself unclean, even for his father, or for his mother, or for his 
brotbery or for his sister, when they die, because the consecration of his God 
Is upon his head. All the days of Ms Bepaiation^e a\iai!i\\>^\i<(\7 \A>^<&lAtdL' 
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And when she was come to her husband she said to him : 
A man of Grod came to me, haying the countenance of an angel, 
very awfuL And when I asked him who he was, and whence 
he came, and by what name he was called, he woidd not tell me. 
But he answered thus : Behold thou shalt conceive and bear a 
son : beware thou drink no wine, nor strong drink, nor eat any 
unclean thing : for the child shall be a Nazarite of God from his 
infancy, from his mother's womb until the day of his death. 

Then Manue prayed to the Lord, and said : I beseech Thee, 
O Lord, that the man of God, whom Thou didst send, may come 
again, and teach us what we ought to do concerning the child 
that shall be bom. And the Lord heard the prayer of Manue, 
and the angel of the Lord appeared again to his wife as she was 
sitting in the iield. But M^nue her husband was not with her. 
And when she saw the angel, she made haste and ran to her 
husband : and told him saying : Behold the man hath appeared 
to me, whom I saw before. He rose up and followed his 
wife : and coming to the man, said to him : Art thou he that 
spoke to the woman 1 And he answered : I am. And Manue 
said to him : When thy word shall come to pass, what wilt thou 
that the child should do ? or from what shall he keep himself? 

And the angel of the Lord said to Manue : From all the 
things I have spoken of to thy wife, let her refrain herself : 
and let her eat nothing that cometh of the vine, neither let her 
drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing : and 
whatsoever I have commanded her, let her fulfil and observe. 
And Manue said to the angel of the Lord : I beseech thee to 
consent to my request, and let us dress a kid for thee. And 
the angel answered him : If thou press me, I will not eat of thy 
bread : but if thou wilt offer a holocaust, offer it to the Lord. 
And Manue knew not it was the angel of the Lord. And he 
said to him : What is thy name, that, if thy word shall come 
to pass, we may honour thee 1 And he answered him : Why 
askest thou my name, which is wonderful ? 

Then Manue took a kid of the flocks, and the libations, 
and put them upon a rock, offering to the Lord, who doth won- 
derful things : and he and his wife looked on. And when the 
flame from the altar went up towards heaven, the angel of the 
Lord ascended also in the flame. And when Manue and his 
wife saw this, they fell flat on the ground. 

And the angel of the Lord appeared to them no more. 
And forthwith Manue understood that it was an angel of the 
Lord, and he said to his wife : We shall certainly die, because 
we have seen God. And his mfe aaavi^Tft^\:ixxcL\ "^"^^Xjrs^ 
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had a mind to kill ns, He would not have received a holo- 
caust and libations at our hands, neither would He have showed 
ns all these things, nor have told us the things that are to come. 
And she bore a son, and called his name Samson. And the 
child grew, and the Lord blessed him. And the spirit of the 
Lord began to be with him in the camp of Dan, between Saraa 
and EsthaoL 
J^^s Samson's Marriage.-— Then Samson went down to Tham- 
* natha, and seeing there a woman of the daughters of the 
Philistines, he came up, and told his father and his mother, 
saying : I saw a woman in Thamnatha of the daughters of the 
Philistines : I beseech you, take her for me to wife. And his 
father and mother said to him : Is there no woman among the 
daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou 
wilt take a wife of the Philistines, who are uncircumcised ? 
And Samson said to his father : Take this woman for me, for 
she hath pleased my eyes. Kow his parents knew not that the 
thing was done by the Lord, and that He sought an occasion 
against the Philistines : for at that time the Philistines had 
dominion over Israel 

Then Samson went down with his father and mother to 
Thamnatha. And when they were come to the vineyards of 
the town, behold a young lion met him raging and roaring. 
And the spirit of the Lord came upon Samson, and he tore the 
lion as he would have torn a kid in pieces, having nothing at 
all in his hand : and he would not tell this to his father and 
mother. And he went down and spoke to the woman that had 
pleased his eyes. 

And after some days returning to take her, he went aside to 
see the carcass of the lion, and behold there was a swarm of 
bees in the mouth of the lion and a honey-comb. . And when 
he had taken it in his hands, he went on eating : and coming 
to his father and mother, he gave them of it, and they ate : but 
he would not tell them that he had taken the honey from the 
body of the lion. So his father went down to the woman, and 
made a feast for his son Samson : for so the young men used to 
do. And when the citizens of that place saw him, they brought 
him thirty companions to be with him. And Samson said to 
them : I will propose to you a riddle, which if you declare unt6 
me within the seven days of the feast, I will give you thirty 
shirts, and as many coats : but if you shall not be able to de- 
clare it, you shall give me thirty shirts and the same number of 
coats. They answered him : Put forth the riddle that we may 
hesr it And he said to them : Out of the eater came forth 
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meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness. And they 
conld not in three days expound the riddle. And when the 
seventh day came, they said to the wife of Samson : Sooth 
thy husband, and persuade him to tell thee what the riddle 
meaneth. But if thou wilt not do it, we will bum thee, and 
thy father's house. Have you called us to the wedding on pur- 
pose to strip us ] 

So she wept before Samson and complained, saying : Thou 
Latest me, and dost not love me : therefore thou wilt not ex- 
pound to me the riddle which thou hast proposed to the sons 
of my people. But he answered : I would not tell it to my 
father and mother, and how can I tell it to thee ? So she wept 
before him the seven days of the feast : and at length on the 
seventh day, as she was troublesome to him, he expounded it. 
And she immediately told her countrymen. And they on the 
seventh day, before the sun went down, said to him : What is 
sweeter than honey? and what is stronger than a lionl And 
lie said to them : If you had not ploughed with my heifer, you 
bad not found out my riddle. 

And the spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he went 
down to Ascalon, and slew there thirty men, whose garments he 
took away and gave to them that had declared the riddle. And 
being exceeding angry he went up to his father's house : but 
his wife took one of his friends and bridal companions for her 
husband. 

Samson attacks the Philistines. — And awhile after, when judges ] 
the days of the wheat harvest were at hand, Samson came, 1-20. 
meaning to visit his wife, and he brought her a kid of the flock. 
And when he would have gone into her chamber as usual, her 
fSather would not suffer him, saying : I thought thou hadst hated 
her, and therefore I gave her to thy friend : but she hath a 
sister, who is younger and fairer than she, take her to wife in- 
stead of her. 

And Samson answered him : From this day I shall be blame- 
less in what I do against the Philistines : for I will do you evil. 
And he went and caught three hundred foxes, and coupled them 
tail to tail, and fastened torches between the tails : and setting 
them on fire he let the foxes go, that they might run about 
hither and thither. And they presently went into the standing 
com of the Philistines. Which being set on fire, both the corn 
that was abeady carried together, and that which was yet 
standing, was all bumt, insomuch that the flame consumed also 
the vineyards and the olive-yards. 

Then the Philistines said : Who li^tli ^craa 'Osia *^Kxa?^ 
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And it was answered : Samson the son-in-law of the Tham- 
nathite, because he took away his wife, and gave her to another, 
hath done these things. And the Philistines went up and burnt 
both the woman and her father. 

But Samson said to them : Although you have done this, yet 
will I be revenged of you, and then I will be quiet. And he 
made a great slaughter of them, so that in astonishment they 
laid the calf of the leg upon the thigh.* And going down he 
dwelt in a cavern of the rock Etam. Then the Philistines going 
up into the land of Juda, camped in the place which afterwards 
was called Lechi, that is, the Jaw-bone, where their army was 
spread. Ajid the men of the tribe of Juda said to them : Why 
are you come up against us ? They answered : We are come to 
bind Samson, and to pay him for what he hath done against us. 
Wherefore three thousand men of Juda went down to the cave 
of the rock Etam, and said to Samson : Knowest thou not that 
the Philistiues rule over usi Why wouldst thou do thus? 
And he said to them : As they did to me, so have I done to 
them. And they said to him : We are come to bind thee and 
to deliver thee into the hands of the Philistines. And Samson 
said to them : Swear to me, and promise me, that you will not 
kill me. They said : We will not kill thee : but we will de- 
liver thee up bound. And they bound him with two new cords, 
and brought him from the rock Etam. 

Now when he was come to the place of the Jaw-bone, and 
the Philistine shouting went to meet him, the spirit of the Lord 
came strongly, upon him, and as the flax is wont to be consumed 
at the approach of fire, so the bands with which he was bound 
were broken and loosed. And finding a jaw-bone, even the 
jaw-bone of an ass which lay there, catching it up, he slew 
therewith a thousand men. And he said : With the jaw-bone 
of an ass, with the jaw of the colt of asses I have destroyed 
them, and have slain a thousand men. And when he had ended 
these words singing, he threw the jaw-bone out of his hand, 
and called the name of that place Eamathlechi, which is inter- 
preted the lifting up of the jaw-bone. And being very thirsty, 
he cried to the Lord, and said : Thou hast given this very great 
deliverance and victory into the hand of Thy servant : and be- 
hold I die for thirst, and shall fall into the hands of the uncir- 
cumcised. Then the Lord opened a great tooth in the jaw of 
the ass, and waters issued out of it. And when he had drank 
them he refreshed his spirit, and recovered his strength. There- 

* * The attitude of a person in a state oi aatotdahment.' Kenbick. 



m THE PEOMISED LAND. 177 

fore the name of that place was called, The Spring of him that 
invoked from the jaw-l)one, until this present day. , 

And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty 
years. 

He went also into Gaza, and saw there a woman, a harlot, Judges 
and went in unto her. And when the Philistines had heard ^^^ ^'^ 
this, and it was noised ahout among them, that Samson was 
come into the city, they surrounded him, setting guards at the 
gate of the city, and watching there all the night in silence, 
that in the morning they might kill him as he went out. But 
Samson slept till midnight, and then risiiig he took both the doors 
of the gate, with the posts thereof, and the bolt, and laying 
them on his shoulders, carried them up to the top of the hill, 
which looked towards Hebron. 

Samson taken by the Philistines. — After this he loved a Judges 
woman, who dwelt in the valley of Sorec, and she was called ^^^* ^^' 
Dalil^.* And the princes of the Philistines came to her, end 
said : Deceive him, and learn of him, whereiu his great strength 
lieth, and how we may be able to overcome him, to bind and 
afflict him : which if thou shalt do, we will give thee every one 
of us eleven hundred pieces of silver. And Dalila said to Sam- 
son : Tell me, I beseech thee, wherein thy greatest strength lieth, 
and what it is wherewith if thou wert bound thou couldst not 
break loose. And Samson answered her : If I shall be bound 
with seven cords made of sinews not yet dry, but still moist, I 
shall be weak like other men. 

And the princes of the Philistines brought unto her seven 
cords, such as he spoke of, with which she bound him, men lying 
privately in wait with her, and in the chamber expecting the 
event of the thing ; and she cried out to him : The Philistines 
are upon thee, Samson. And he broke the bands, as a man 
would break a thread of tow when it smelleth the fire : so it 
was not known whereiu his strength lay. 

And Dalila said to him : Behold thou hast mocked me, and 
hast told me a false thing : but now at least tell me wherewith 
thou mayst be bound. And he answered her : If I shall be 
bound with new ropes, that were never in work, I shall be weak 
and like other men. Dalila bound him again with these, and 
cried out : The Philistines are upon thee, Samson, there being 

* Some are of opinion she was married to Samson ; others that she was his 
harlot If the latter opinion be true, we cannot wonder that, in punishment of 
his lust, the Lord delivered him up, by her means, into the hands of his ene- 
mies. However, if he was guilty, it is not to be doubted but that imder his 
afBictions he heartily repented and returned to God, and so obtained forgive- 
ness of his sins. Dovay JBiblb. 
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an ambush prepared for him in the chamher. But he broke 
the bands like threads of webs. 

And Dalila said to him again : How long dost thou deceive 
me, and tell me lies? Show me wherewith thou mayst be 
bound. And Samson answered her : If thou plattest the seven 
locks of my head with a lace, and tying them round about a 
nail fastenest it in the ground, I shall be weak. And when 
Dalila had done this, she said to him : The Philistines are upon 
thee, Samson. And awaking out of his sleep he drew out the 
nail with the hairs and .the lace. 

And Dalila said to him : How dost thou say thou lovest me, 
when thy mind is not with me 1 Thou hast told me lies these 
three times, and wouldst not tell me wherein thy great strength 
lieth. And when she pressed him much, and continually hung 
upon him for many days, giving him no time to rest, his soul 
fainted away, and was wearied even until death. Then opening 
the truth of the thing, he said to her : The razor hath never 
come upon my head, for I am a Nazarite, that is to say, conse- 
crated to God from my mother's womb : if my head be shaven, 
my strength shall depart from me, and I shall become weak, 
and shall be like other men. Then seeing that he had discovered 
to her all his mind, she sent to the princes of the Philistines, 
saying : Come up this once more, for now he hath opened his 
heart to me. And they went up, taking with them the money 
which they had promised. But she made him sleep upon her 
knees, and lay his head in her bosom. And she called a barber, 
and shaved his seven locks, and began to drive him away, and 
thrust him from her: for immediately his strength departed 
from him. And she said: The Philistines are upon thee, 
Samson. And awaking from sleep, he said in his mind : I will 
go out as I did before, and shake myself, not knowing that the 
Lord was departed from him. Then the Philistines seized upon 
him, and forthwith pulled out his eyes, and led him bound in 
chains to Gaza, and shutting him up in prison made him grind. 
And now his hair began to grow again. 

And the princes of the Philistines assembled together, to 

offer great sacrifices to Dagon their god, and to make merry, 

saying : Our god hath delivered our enemy Samson into our 

hands. And the people also seeing this, praised their god, and 

said the same : Our god hath delivered our adversary into our 

hands, him that destroyed our country, and killed very many. 

Judges Samson's Death. — And rejoicing in their feasts, when they 

2if 31* ^^ ^^^ taken their good cheer, they commanded that Samson 

'should he called, and should play before them. And being 
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brouglit out of prison he played before them, and they made 
him stand between two pillars. And he said to the lad that 
guided his steps : Suffer me to touch the pillars which support 
tbe whole house, and let me lean upon them, and rest a little. 
Now the house was full of men and women, and all the princes 
of the Philistines were there. Moreover about three thousand 
persons of b6th sexes, from the roof and the higher part of the 
house, were beholding Samson's play. 

But he called upon the Lord, saying : Lord God, remem- 
ber me, and restore to me now my former strength, O my God, 
that I may revenge myself on my enemies, and for the loss of 
my two eyes I may take one revenge. And laying hold on 
both the pillars on which the house rested, and holding the 
one with his right hand, and the other with his left, he said : 
Let me die with the Philistines. And when he had strongly shook 
the pillars, the house fell upon all the princes, and the rest of 
the multitude, that was there : and he killed many more at his 
death than he had killed befoi^e in his life.* 

And his brethren and all his kindred, going down, took his 
body, and buried it between Saraa and Esthaol in the burying- 
place of his father Manue : and he judged Israel twenty years. 



THE BOOK OF RUTH. 

This book is caUed Ruth, from the name of the person whose history is here 
recorded ; who, being a Gentile, became a convert to the true faith, and mar- 
rying Booz the great-grandfather of David, was one of those from whom 
Christ sprung according to the flesh, and an illustrious figure of the Gentile 
Church. It is thought this book was written by the prophet Samuel. 

SECT, LIV, THE HISTORY OF RUTH. 

History of Ruth. — In the days of one of the judges, when Ruth i. 
the judges ruled, there came a famine in the land. And a •^'^^' 
certain man of Bethlehem Juda went to sojourn ia the land of 
Moab with his wife and his two sons. He was named Elimelech, 
and his wife, Noemi : and his two sons, the one Mahalon, and 
ihe other Chelion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem Juda. And enter- 
ing into the country of Moab, they abode there. And Elime- 
lech the husband of Noemi died : and she remained with her 
sons. And they took wives of the women of Moab, of which 
one was called Orpha, and the other Kuth. And they dwelt 
there ten years, and they both died, to wit, Mahalon and 

♦ Samson, by dyin^ in this manner, was a figure of ChtiatvyiVij^Vrj ^!sa»^<»SiE^ 
overcame all His enemies. 
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Chelion : and the woman was left alone, having lost both her 
sons and her husband. 

And she arose to go from the land of Moab to her own 
country with both her daughters-in-law : for she had heard that 
the Lord had looked upon His people, and had given them food. 
Wherefore she went forth out of the place of her sojournment, 
with both her daughters-in-law : and being now in the way ta 
return into the land of Juda, she said to them : Go ye home ta 
your mothers, the Lord deal mercifully with you, as you have 
dealt with the dead and with me. May He grant you to find 
rest in the houses of the husbands which you shall take. And 
she kissed them. And they lifted up their voice and began ta 
weep, and to say : We will go on with thee to thy people. 
But she answered them : Return, my daughters, why come ye 
with me 1 have I any more sons in my- womb, that you may 
hope for husbands of me 1 And they lifted up their voice, and 

Ruth I. began to weep again : Orpha kissed her mother-in-law and 
14-22. returned : Euth stuck close to her mother-in-law. And Noemi 
said to her : Behold thy kinswoman is returned to her people, 
and to her gods, go thou with her. She answered : Be not 
against me, to desire that I should leave thee and depart : for 
whithersoever thou shalt go, I will go : and where thou shalt 
dwell, I also will dwell. Thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God my God. The land that shall receive thee dying, in 
the same will I die : and there will I be buried. The Lord do 
so and so to me,* and add more also, if ought but death part 
me and thee, llien Noemi, seeing that Euth was steadfastly 
determined to go with her, would not be against it, nor 
persuade her any more to return to her friends. 

So they went together and came to Bethlehem. And when 
they were come into the city, the report wa« quickly spread 
among all : and the women said : This is that Noemi. But she 
said to them : Call me not Noemi (that is, beautiful), but call 
me Mara (that is, bitter), for the Almighty hath quite filled me 
with bitterness. I went out full, and the Lord hath brought 
me back empty. Why then do you call me Noemi, whom the 
Lord hath humbled and the Almighty hath afflicted? Sa 
Noemi came with Euth the Moabitess her daughter-in-law, 
from the land of her sojournment : and returned into Bethlehem, 
in the beginning of the barley harvest. 

Ruth II. Booz. — Now her husband Elimelech had a kinsman, a 
1.23. 

* A fonn of swearing uBual in the history of the Old Testament, by which 
parsons wished such and such evils to faU upon them if they did not do what 
tbejrsaid. Douay BiBix, 
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X)owerful man, and very rich, whose name was Booz. And 
Euth the Moabitess said to her mother-in-law : If thou wilt, I 
will go into the field, and glean the ears of com that escape the 
hands of the reapers, wheresoever I shall find grace with a house- 
holder that will be favourable to me. And she answered her : 
Go, my daughter. She went therefore and gleaned the ears of 
•com after the reapers. 

And it happened that the owner of that field was Booz, who 
was of the kindred of Elimelech. And behold, he came out of 
Bethlehem, and said to the reapers : The Lord be with you. 
And they answered him : The Lord bless thee. And Booz said 
to the young man that was set over the reapers r Whose maid is 
this 1 And he answered him : This is the Moabitess who came 
with Noemi from the land of Moab, and she desired leave to 
glean the ears of com that remain, following the steps of the 
reapers : and she hath been in the field from morning till now, 
and hath not gone home for one moment. And Booz said to 
Ruth : Hear me, daughter, do not go to glean in any other field, 
.and do not depart from this place : but keep with my maids, and 
follow where they reap. For I have charged my young men not 
to molest thee : and if thou art thirsty, go to the vessels, and 
drink of the waters whereof the servants drink. She fell on her 
face, and worshipping upon the ground, said to him : Whence 
-Cometh this to me, that I should find grace before thy eyes, and 
that thou shouldst vouchsafe to take notice of me, a woman of 
Another country? And he answered her: All hath been 
told me that thou hast done to thy mother-in-law after the 
death of thy husband : and how thou hast left thy parents, and 
i;he land wherein thou wast born, and art come to a people 
which thou knewest not heretofore. The Lord render unto 
ithee for thy work, and mayst thou receive a full reward of the 
Lord the God of Israel, to whom thou art come, and under whose 
wings thou art fled. And she said : I have found grace in thy 
-eyes, my lord, who hast comforted me, and hast spoken to the 
heart of thy handmaid, who am not like to one of thy maids. 

And Booz said to her : At meal-time come thou hither, and 
eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. So she sat 
at the side of the reapers, and she heaped to herself fmmenty, 
-and ate and was filled, and took the leavings, and she arose 
from thence, to glean the ears of corn as before. And Booz 
commanded his servants, saying : If she would even reap with 
you, hinder her not : and let fall some of your handfuls of pur- 
pose, and leave them, that she may gather them without shame, 
jxnd. let no man rebuke her "wlieii a\i^ ^^JOiCkSt^^ ^^^^'o:^- '^^'^ 
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gleaned therefore in the field till evening : and beating out witb 
a rod and thrashing what she had gleaned, she found about the- 
measure of an epha£ of barley, that is, three bushels : which she= 
took up and returned into the city, and showed it to her mother- 
in-law : moreover she brought out, and gave her of the remains; 
of her meat, wherewith she had been filled. 

And her mother-in-law said to her : Where hast thou gleaned 
to day, and where hast thou -wrought 1 blessed be he that hath 
had pity on thee. And she told her with whom she had wrought :: 
and she told the man's name, that he was called Booz. And 
iN'oemi answered her : Blessed be he of the Lord : because the 
same kindness which he showed to the living he hath kept also 
to the dead. And again she said : The man is our kinsman, 
and Euth said : He also charged me that I should keep close ta 
his reapers, till all the corn should be reaped. And her mother^ 
in-law said to her : It is better for thee, my daughter, to go out 
to reap with his maids, lest in another man's field some one may 
resist thee. So she kept close to the maids of Booz : and con- 
tinued to glean with them, till all the barley and the wheat were 
laid up in the bams.* 
^^l-iz '-Then Booz went up to the gate, and sat there. And when 

* he had seen the kinsman going by, of whom he had spoken be- 
fore, he said to him, calling him by his name : Turn aside for a 
little while, and sit down here. He turned aside, and sat down. 
And Booz taking ten men of the ancients of the city, said ta 
them : Sit ye down here. They sat down, and he spoke to the 
kinsman : J^oemi, who is returned from the country of Moab^ 
will sell a parcel of land that belonged to our brother Elimelech. 
I would have thee to understand tlus, and would tell thee before 
all that sit here, and before the ancients of my people. If thou 
wilt take possession of it by the right of kindred, buy it and 
possess it : but if it please thee not, tell me so, that I may know 
what I have to do. Eor there is no near kinsman besides thee, 
who art first, and me, who am second. But he answered : I 
will buy the field. And Booz said to him : When thou shalt 
buy the field at the woman's hand, thou must take also Euth 
the Moabitess, who was the wife of the deceased : to raise up 
the nam6 of thy kinsman in his inheritance. He answered : I 

* yield up my right of next akin : for I must not cut off the pos- 
terity of my own family. Do thou make use of my privilege, 
which I profess I do willingly forego. 

* According to the law of Moses, if a man died having no children, his- 
nearest relative was to marry the widow, so that the family might not be ex- 
tinct Noemi instructed Ruth to claim this light oi Booz. 
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^Now this in former times was the manner in Israel between 
kinsmen, that if at any time one yielded his right to another : 
that the grant might be sure, the man put off his shoe, and gave 
it to his neighbour, this was a testimony of cession of right in 
Israel. So Booz said to his kinsman : Put off thy shoe. And 
immediately he took it off from his foot. And he said to the 
ancients and to all the people : You are witnesses this day, that 
I have bought all that was Elimelech's, and Chelion's, and Ma- 
halon's, of the hand of Noemi : and have taken to wife Euth 
the Moabitess, the wife of Mahalon, to raise up the name of the 
deceased in his inheritance, lest his name be cut off from among 
his family and his brethren and his people. You, I say, are 
witnesses of this thing. Then all the people that were in the 
gate, and the ancients, answered : We are witnesses : the Lord 
make this woman who cometh into thy house, like Eachel and 
Lia, who built up the house of Israel : that she may be an ex- 
ample of virtue in Ephrata, and may have a famous name in 
Bethlehem : and that the house may be £is the house of Phares, 
whom Thamar bore unto Juda, of the seed which the Lord shall 
give thee of this young woman. 

Booz therefore took Euth, and married her : and went in 
unto her, and the Lord gave her to conceive and to bear a son. 
And the women said to Noemi : Blessed be the Lord, who hath 
not suffered thy family to want a successor, that his name should 
be preserved in Israel. And thou shouldst have one to comfort 
thy soul, and cherish thy old age. For he is bom of thy daughter- 
in-law who loveth thee : and is much better to thee than if 
thou hadst seven sons. And Noemi taking the child laid it in 
her bosom, and she carried it, and was a nurse unto it. And 
the women her neighbours congratulating with her, and saying : 
There is a son born to !N^oemi, called his name Obed ; he is the 
father of Jesse the father of David. 



THE FIEST BOOK OF KINGS, 

OTHERWISE CALLED THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL. 

Four Books of Kings are enumerated in our Bible. This and the following 
book are called by the Hebrews the Books of Samuel, because they contain 
the history of Samuel, and of the two kings, Saul and David, whom he 
anointed. They are more commonly named by the Fathers the First and 
Second Book of Kings. As to the writer of them, it is the common opinion 
that Samud composed the first book, as far as the twenty-fifth chapter ; 
and that the prophets Nathan and Gad finished the first and wiotA tJbL<^ 
second book. The history they contaiiv exieada or^et «c ^fva^ ^Wtf^ ^^aasa.^ 
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SECT, LV, HELI JUDGES ISRAEL, SAMUEL THE PROPHET IS BORN, 

Kings I. Heli. — There was a man of Ramathaimsopliim, of mount 
^'•^^* Ephraim, and his name was Elcana, the son of Jeroham, the son 
of Eliu, the son of Thohu, the son of Suph, an Ephraimite: 
and he had two wives, the name of one was Anna, and the 
name of the other Phenenna. Phenenna had children: but 
Anna had no children. And this man went up out of his city 
upon the appointed days, to adore and to offer sacrifice to the 
Ijord of hosts in Silo. And the two sons of Heli, Ophni and 
Phinees, were there priests of the Lord. 

Now the day came, and Elcana offered sacrifice, and gave to 
Phenenna his wife, and to all her sons and daughters, portions : 
but to Anna he gave one portion with sorrow, because he loved 
Anna. And the Lord had shut up her womb. Her rival also 
afflicted her, and troubled her exceedingly, insomuch that she 
upbraided her that the Lord had shut up her womb : and thus 
she did every year, when the time returned that they went up 
to the temple of the Lord: and thus she provoked her: but 
Anna wept, and did not eat. Then Elcana her husband said to 
her: Anna, why weepest thou] and why dost thou not eati 
And why dost thou afflict thy heart ? Am not I better to thee 
than ten children? So Anna arose after she had eaten and 
drunk in Silo : and Heli the priest sitting upon a stool before 
the door of the temple of the Lord, as Amia had her heart full 
of grief, she prayed to the Lord, shedding many tears. And she 
made a vow, saying : Lord of hosts, if Thou wilt look down on 
the affliction of Thy servant, and wilt be mindful of me, and not 
forget Thy handmaid, and wilt give to Thy servant a man-child : 
I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor 
shall come upon his head. 

And it came to pass, as she multiplied prayers before the 
Lord, that Heli observed her mouth. Now Anna spoke in her 
heart, and only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard at 
all. Heli therefore thought her to be drunk, and said to her : 
How long wilt thou be drunk ? digest a little the wine, of which 
thou hast taken too much. 

Anna answering, said : Not so, my lord : for I am an exceed- 
ing imhappy woman, and have drunk neither wine nor any strong 
dnnk, but I have poured out my soul before the Lord. Count 
not thy handmaid for one of the daughters of Belial :* for out of 
the abundance of my sorrow and grief have I spoken till now. 

Then Heli said to her : Go in peace : and the God of Israel 
* A worthlesB YrornKQ. 
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grant thee thy petition, which thou hast asked of Him. And she 
said : Would to God thy handmaid may find grace in thy eyes. 
So the woman went on her way, and ate, and her countenance 
was no more changed. And they rose in the morning, and wor- 
shipped before the Lord: and they returned, and came into 
their house at Ramatha. And Elcana knew Anna his wife : 
and the I^ord remembered her. 

Birth of Samuel. — And it came to pass when the time was i Kings i. 
come about, Anna conceived and bore a son, and •» n v\a.k ^^'^^* 
called his name Samuel: because she had asked 
him of the Lord.* 

And Elcana her husband went up, and all his house, to offer 
to the Lord the solemn sacrifice, and his vow. But Anna went 
not up, for she said to her husband : I will not go till the child 
be weaned, and till I may carry him, that he may appear before 
the Lord, and may abide always there. And Elcana her hus- 
band said to her : Do what seemeth good to thee, and stay till 
thou wean him : and I pray that the Lord may fulfil His word. 
So the woman stayed at home, and gave her son suck, till she 
weaned him. And after she had weaned him, she carried him 
with h^r, with three calves, and three bushels of flour, and a 
bottle of wine, and she brought him to the house of the Lord 
in Silo. Now the child was as yet very young. And they 
immolated a calf, and offered the child to Heli. 

And Anna said : I beseech thee, my lord, as thy soul liveth, 
my lord, I am that woman who stood before thee here praying 
to the Lord. For this child did I pray, and the Lord hath 
granted me my petition, which I asked of Him. Therefore 
I also have lent him to the Lord; all the days of his life he shall 
be lent to the Lord. And they adored the Lord there. 

And Anna prayed, and said : 

Anna's Hymn. — My heart hath rejoiced in the Lord, and 
my hornf is exalted in my God : my mouth is enlarged over my 1 Kings b 
enemies : because I have joyed in Thy salvation. ^'^^' 

There is none holy as the Lord is : for there is no other 
beside Thee, and there is none strong like our God. 

Do not multiply to speak lofty things, boasting : let old 
matters depart from your mouth : for the Lord is a God of aU 
knowledge, and to Him are thoughts prepared. 

* Samuel was probably bom about the same time as Samson, Heli being high 
priest during the time Samson was judge. But the chronologj' of this period 
is very difficult. ■ 

t. '^^e horn in the Scriptures signifies strength, power, and glory; so the hora 
is said to be exalted when a person receives aw mctesv&ft ot %\iX«s\^Oci. w. ^^t:^* 
This canticle of Anna and the Magnificat are\ery smv\\ax. \ia\5fcx^vfiA^- 
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The "bow of the mighty is overcome, and the weak are girt 
with strength. 

They that were full before have hired out themselves for 
bread : and the hungry are filled, so that the barren hath borne 
many : and she that had many children is weakened. 

The Lord killeth and maketh alive. He bringeth down to 
hell and bringeth back again. 

The Lord maketh poor and maketh rich. He humbleth and 
He exalteth. 

He raiseth up the needy from the dust, and lifteth up the 
poor from the dunghill, that he may sit with princes, and hold 
the throne of glory. Eor the poles of the earth are the Lord's, 
and upon them He hath set the world. 

He will keep the feet of His saints, and the wicked shall 
be silent in darkness, because no man shall prevail by his own 
strength. 

The adversaries of the Lord shall fear Him : and upon them 
shall He thunder in the heavens: the Lord shall judge the 
ends of the earth, and He shall give empire to His king, and 
shall exalt the horn of His Christ. 

And Elcana went to Ramatha, to his house : but the child 
ministered in the sight of the Lord before the face of Heli the 
priest. 
Kings II. Heli's Sons. — Now the sons of Heli were children of Belial, 
12-36. j^Qi knowing the Lord, nor the office of the priests to the people : 
but whosoever had offered a sacrifice, the servant of the priest 
came, while the flesh was in boiling, with a flesh-hook of three 
teeth in his hand, and thrust it into the kettle, or into the cal- 
di'on, or into the pot, or into the pan, and all that the flesh- 
hook brought up the priest took to himself. Thus did they to 
all Israel that came to Silo. Also before they burnt the fat, the 
servant of the priest came, and said to the man that sacrificed : 
Give me flesh to boil for the priest : for I will not take of theo 
sodden flesh, but raw. And he that sacrificed said to him : Let 
the fat first be burnt to-day according to the custom, and then 
take as much as thy soul desireth. But he answered and said 
to him : Not so : but thou shalt give it me now, or else I will 
take it by force. Wherefore the sin of the young men was ex- 
ceeding great before the Lord : because they withdrew men from 
the sacrifice of the Lord. 

But Samuel ministered before the face of the Lord: being a 
child girded with a linen ephod. And his mother made him 
a little coat, which she brought to him on the appointed days, 
when she went up with her hnsband to o^et tlaa solemn sacri- 
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fice. And Heli blessed Elcana and his 'wife : and he said to 
him : The Lord give thee seed of this woman, for the loan thou 
hast lent to the Lord. 

And they went to their own home. And the Lord visited 
Anna, and she conceived, and bore three sons, and two daugh- 
ters : and the child Samuel h'ecame great before the Lord. 

Now Heli was very old, and he heard all that his sons did 
to all Israel. . . . And he said to them : Why do ye these 
kind of things, very wicked things, of which I hear from all the 
people 1 Do not so, my sons : for it is no good report that I 
hear, that you make the people of the Lord to transgress. If 
one man shall sin against another, God may be appeased in his 
behalf : but if a man shall sin against the Lord, who shall pray 
for him 1 And they hearkened not to the voice of their father^ 
because the Lord would slay them. 

But the child Samuel advanced, and grew on, and pleased 
both the Lord and men. 

And there came a man of God to Heli, and said to him : 
Thus saith the Lord : Did I not plainly appear to thy father's 
house, when they were in Egypt in the house of Pharao 1 And 
I chose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be My priest, to 
go up to My altar, and bum incense to Me, and to wear the 
ephod before Me ; and I gave to thy father's house of all the 
sacrifices of the children of Israel. Why have you kicked away 
My victims, and My gifts which I commanded to be offered in 
the temple : and thou hast rather honoured thy sons than Me, 
to eat the first-fruits of every sacrifice of My people Israel? 
Wherefore thus saith the Lord the God of Israel : I said indeed 
that thy house and the house of thy father should minister in 
My sight for ever. But now saith the Lord : Ear be this from 
Me : but whosoever shall glorify Me, him will I glorify : but 
they that despise Me shall be despised. Behold the days 
come : and I will cut off thy arm, and the arm of thy father's 
house, that there shall not be an old man in thy house. And 
thou shalt see thy rival* in the temple, in all the prosperity of 
Israel, and there shall not be an old man in thy house for ever. 

However, I will not altogether take away a man of thee 
from My altar : but that thy eyes may faint, and thy soul be 
spent and a great part of thy house shall die when they come 
to man's estate. And this shall be a sign to thee, that shall 
come upon thy two sons, Ophni and Phinees : In one day they 
shall both of them die. And I will raise Me up a faithful 

* Thy rivctL A priest of another race. This was f ulfi-Usd -wV^kcv ^iisvaJ^^«x., 
of the race of Heli, was remoyed from the pneatjoioo^, ssii^L Sadoc, Vaa-^^a* ^'t 
another line, waa substituted in his place. 'Dotia.x '&i&i:&. 
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priest, who sliall do according to My heart, and My soul : and 
I will build' him a faithful house, and he shall walk all days 
before My anointed. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall remain in thy house shall come that he may be prayed 
for, and shall offer a piece of silver, and a roll of bread, and 
shall say : Put me, I beseech thee, to somewhat of the priestly 
oflBice, that I may eat a morsel of bread. 



SECT, LVl. GOD REVEALS HIMSELF TO SAMUEL. THE DEATH OP HELL 

1 Kings Samuel called. — Now the child Samuel ministered to the 
III. 1-21, Lop(j before Heli, and the word of the Lord was precious in 
those days, there was no manifest vision. And it came to pass 
one day when Heli lay in his place, and his eyes were grown 
dim, that he could not see : before the lamp of God went out, 
Samuel slept in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God 
was. And the Lord called SamueL And he answered : Here 
am I. And he ran to Heli and said : Here am I : for thou 
didst caU me. He said : I did not call : go back and sleep. 
And he went and slept. And the Lord called Samuel again. 
And Samuel arose and went to Heli, and said : Here am I : for 
thou calledst me. He answered : I did not call thee, my son : 
return and sleep. Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, 
neither had the word of the Lord been revealed to him. And 
the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose 
up and went to Heli And said : Here am I : for thou didst 
call me. Then Heli understood that the Lord called the child, 
and he said to Samuel : Go and sleep : and if He shall call 
thee any more, thou shalt say : Speak, Lord, for Thy servant 
heareth. So Samuel went and slept in his place. 

And the Lord came and stood : and He called, as He had 
called the other times : Samuel, Samuel. And Samuel said : 
Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth. And the Lord said to 
Samuel : Behold I do a thing in Israel : and whosoever shall 
hear it, both his ears shall tingle. In that day I will raise up 
against Heli all the things I have spoken concerning his house : 
I wiU begin, and I will make an end. For I have foretold unto 
him that I will judge his house for ever, for iniquity: because he 
knew that his sons did wickedly, and did not chastise them. 
Therefore have I sworn to the house of Heli, that the iniquity 
of his house shall not be expiated with victims nor offerings for 
ever. 

And Samuel slept till morning, and opened the doors of the 
house of the Lord. And Samuel ieaie^ \^ \«^ ^iJtka -mioo-to Heli. 
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Then Heli called Samuel and said : Samuel, my son : and he 
answered : Here am I. And he asked him : What is the word 
that the Lord hath spoken to thee? I beseech thee hide it not from 
me. May God do so and so to thee, and add so and so, if thou 
hide from me one word of all that were said to thee. So Samuel 
told him all the words, and did not hide them from him. And 
he answered : It is the Lord : let Him do what is good in His 
sight. 

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and not one 
of his words fell to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to 
Bersabee knew that Samuel was a faithful prophet of the Lord. 
And the Lord again appeared in Silo, for the Lord revealed 
Himself to Samuel in Silo, according to the word of the Lord. 
And the word of Samuel came to pass to all Israel. 

The Philistines take the Ark. — And it came to pass in those i Kings iv. 
days, that the Philistines gathered themselves together to fight : l-l^* 
and Israel went out to war against the Philistines, and camped 
by the Stone of help.* And the Philistines came to Aphec, 
and put their army in array against Israel And when they had 
joined battle, Israel turned their backs to the Philistines, and 
there were slain in that fight here and there in the fields about 
four thousand men. 

And the people returned to the camp : and the ancients of 
Israel said : Why hath the Lord defeated us to-day before the 
Philistines 1 Let us fetch unto us the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord from Silo, and let it come in the midst of us, that it may 
save us from the hand of our enemies. 

So the people sent to Silo, and they brought from thence 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts sitting upon the 
Cherubim : and the two sons of Heli, Ophni and Phinees, were 
with the ark of the covenant of God. And when the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord was come into the camp all Israel shouted 
with a great shout, and the earth rang again. 

And the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, and they 
said : What is this noise of a great shout in the camp of the 
Hebrews 1 And they understood that the ark of the Lord was 
come into the camp. And the Philistines were afraid, saying : 
God is come into the camp. And sighing, they said : Wo to 
us : for there was no such great joy yesterday and the day 
before : wo to us. Who shall deliver us from the hand of 
these high Gods ? these are the Gods that struck Egypt with all 
the plagues in the desert. Take courage and behave like men, 
ye Philistines : lest you come to be servants to the Hebrews^ 
* In the Hebrew, EbenezaT, 
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as they have served you : take courage and fight. So the 
Philistines fought, and Israel was overthrown, and every man 
fled to his own dwelling : and there was an exceeding great 
slaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. 
And the ark of God was taken : and the two sons of Heli, 
Ophni and Phinees, were slain. 

And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and came 
to Silo the same day, with his clothes rent, and his head 
strewed with dust. And when he was come, Heli sat upon a 
stool over-against the way watching. For his heart was fearful 
for the ark of God. And when the man was come into the 
city, he told it : and all the city cried out. 
Kin^ 18* Death of Hell.— And Heli heard the noise of the cry, and 
' he said : What meaneth the noise of this uproar 1 But he made 
haste, and came, and told Heli. "Now Heli was ninety and 
eight years old, and his eyes were dim, and he could not see. 
Ajid he said to Heli : I am he that came &om the hattle, and 
have fled out of the field this day. And he said to him : What 
is there done, my son 1 And he that brought the news ans- 
wered, and said : Israel is fled before the Philistines, and there 
has been a groat slaughter of the people : moreover thy two 
sons, Ophni and Phinees, are dead : and the ark of God is taken. 
And when he had named the ark of God, he fell from his stool 
backwards by the door, and broke his neck and died. For he 
was an old man, and far advanced in years: and he judged 
Israel forty years. 



SECT, LYIL THE HISTORY OF THE ARK OP THE COVENANT IN THE HANDS 
OF THE PHILISTINES, 

KiDgs V. The Ark of the Covenant. — ^And the Philistines took the 
1-12. j^p^ Q^ Qq^^ g^j^(j carried it from the S|tone of help into Azotus. 
And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it into 
the temple of Dagon, and set it by Dagon. And when the 
Azotians arose early the next day, behold Dagon lay upon his 
face on the ground before the ark of the Lord : and they took 
Dagon, and set him again in his place. And the next day 
again, when they rose in the morning, they found Dagon lying 
upon his fwe on the earth before the ark of the Lord : and the 
head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands were cut off 
upon the threshold : and only the stump of Dagon^remained in 
its place. For this cause neither the priests of Dagon, nor any 
that go into the temple, tread on the threshold of Dagon in 
Azotus unto this day. And the hand of ths Lord was heavy 
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nipon the Azotians, and He destroyed them, and afflicted Azotus 
and the coasts thereof with emerods. And in the villages and 
fields in the midst of that country, there came forth a multi- 
tude of mice, and there was the confusion of a great mortality 
in the city. 

And the men of Azotus seeing this kind of plague, said : 
The ark of the God of Israel shall not stay with us : for His 
hand is heavy upon us, and upon Dagon our god. And send- 
ing, they gathered together all the lords of the Philistines to 
them, and said : What shall we do with the ark of the God of 
Israel 1 And the Gethites answered : Let the ark of the God 
of Israel be carried about. And they carried the ark of the 
God of Israel about. And while they were carrying it about, 
the hand of the Lord came upon every city with an exceeding 
great slaughter : and He smote the men of every city, both small 
and great, and they had emerods. . . . And the Gethites con- 
6ulted together, and made themselves seats of skins. 

Therefore they sent the ark of God into Accaron. And when 
the ark of God was come into Accaron, the Accaronites cried 
out, saying : They have brought the ark of the God of Israel 
to us, to kill us and our people. They sent therefore and 
gathered together all the lords of the Philistines : and they 
said : Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it return 
into its own place, and not kill us and our people. Eor there 
was the fear of death in every city, and the hand of God was 
exceeding heavy. The men also that did not die were afflicted 
with the emerods : and the cry of every city went up to 
heaven. 

Now the ark of God was in the land of the Philistines seven i Kings vi 
months. And the Philistines called for the priests and the 1-21- 
diviners, saying : What shall we do with the ark of the Lord 1 
tell us how we are to send it back to its place. And they said : 
If you send back the ark of the God of Israel, send it not away 
empty, but render unto Him what you owe for sin, and then 
you shall be healed : and you shall know why His hand de- 
parteth not from you. 

They answered : What is it we ought to render unto Him 
for sin 1 and they answered : According to the number of the 
provinces of the Philistines you shall make five golden emerods, 
and five golden mice, for the same plague hath been upon you 
^11, and upon your lords. And you shall make the likeness of 
your emerods, and the likeness of the mice that have destroyed 
the land, and you shall give glory to the God of Israel : to see 
if He will take off His hand from you, and itoiCL^wis. ^^^^^scl^ 
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from your land. Why do you harden your hearts, as Egypt 
and Pharao hardened their hearts 1 did not he, after he was 
struck, then let them go, and they departed 1 !N"ow therefore 
take and make a new cart : and two kine that have calved, on 
which there hath come no yoke, tie to the cart, and shut up 
their calves at home. And you shall take the ark of the Lord, 
and lay it on the cart, and the vessels of gold, which you have 
paid Him for sin, you shall put into a little box, at the side 
thereof: and send it away that it may go. And you shall look : 
and if it go up by the way of His own coasts towards Bethsames,. 
then He hath done us this great evil : but if not, we shall 
know that it is not His hand hath touched us, but it hath 
happened by chance. They did therefore in this manner : and 
taking two kine, that had sucking calves, they yoked them to 
the cart, and shut up their calves at home. And they laid the 
ark of God upon the cart, and the little box that had in it the 
golden mice and the likeness of the emerods. And the kine 
took the straight way that leadeth to Bethsames, and they went 
along the way, lowing as they went : and turned not aside 
neither to the right hand nor to the left: and the lords of the 
Philistines followed them as far as the borders of Bethsames. 

Now the Bethsamites were reaping wheat in the valley : and 
lifting up their eyes they saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it. 
And the cart came into the field of Josue, a Bethsamite, and 
stood there. And there was a great stone, and they cut in piece* 
the wood of the cart, and laid the kine upon it a holocaust to 
the Lord. And the Levites took down the ark of God, and the 
little box that was at the side of it, wherein were the vessels of gold, 
and they put them upon the great stone. The men also, of Beth- 
sames offered holocausts and sacrificed victims that day to the 
Lord. And the five princes of the Philistines saw, and they 
returned to Accaron the same day. 

And these are the golden emerods, which the Philistines re- 
turned for sin to the Lord: for Azotus one, for Gaza one, for 
Ascalon one, for Greth one, for Accaron one :* and the golden 
mice according to the number of the cities of the Philistines, of 
the five provinces, from the fenced city to the village that waa 
without wall, and to the great Abel (the stone) whereon they 
set down the ark of the Lord, which was till that day in th^ field 
of Josue the Bethsamite. But He slew of the men of Bethsames, 
because they had seen the ark of the Lord :t and He slew of the 

* These were the five cities of the Philistines. 

f i,e. gazed at it irreverently. This is one of the many instances of God'a 
punjsbing urererence with great severity. 
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people seventy men, and fifty tliousand of the common people. 
And the people lamented, because the Lord had smitten the 
people with a great slaughter. And the men of Bethsames said : 
Who shall be able to stand before the Lord this holy God 1 and 
to whom shall He go up from us 1 And they sent messengers to 
the inhabitants of Cariathiarim, saying : The Philistines have 
brought back the ark of the Lord, come ye down and fetch it up 
to you. 

And the men of Cariathiarim came, and fetched up the ark 1 Kings 
■of the Lord, and carried it into the house of Abinadab in Gabaa : ^"* •*^"^- 
and they sanctified Eleazar his son, to keep the ark of the Lord. 
And it came to pass, that from the day the ark of the Lord 
abode in Cariathiarim days were multiplied (for it was now the 
twentieth year) ; and all the house of Israel rested following the 
Lord. 

Samuel. — And Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, say- 1 Kings 
ing : If you turn to the Lord with all your heart, -n n ii-ik vii. 3-17. 
put away the strange gods from among you, Baalim 
and Astaroth : and prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve 
Him only, and He will deliver you out of the hand of the 
Philistines. 

Then the children of Israel put away Baalim and A«taroth, 
and served the Lord only. And Samuel said : Gather all Israel 
to Masphath, that I may pray to the Lord for you. And they 
gathered together to Masphath : and they drew water, and 
poured it out before the Lord, and they fasted on that day, and 
they said there : We have sinned against the Lord. And 
Samuel judged the children of Israel in Masphath. And the 
Philistines heard that the children of Israel were gathered to- 
gether to Masphath, and the lords of the Philistines went up 
against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard this, 
they were afraid of the Philistines. And they said to Samuel : 
•Cease not to cry to the Lord our God for us, that He may save 
us out of the hand of the Philistines. And Samuel took a 
mucking lamb, and offered it whole for a holocaust to the Lord : 
and Samuel cried to the Lord for Israel, and the Lord heard him. 

And it came to pass, when Samuel was offering the holo- 
•caust, the Philistines began the battle against Israel : but the 
Lord thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the 
Philistines, and terrified them, and they were overthrown before 
the face of Israel. And the men of Israel going out of Masphath 
pursued after the Philistines, and made slaughter of them till 
they came under Bethchar. And Samuel took a stone, and laid 
it between Masphath and Sen : and he caUad \»Vv^ ^V^^^^'X^^ 
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Stone of help. And lie said : Thus far the Lord hath helped 
us. And the Philistmes were humbled, and they did not come 
any more into the borders of Israel. And the hand of the Lord 
Avas against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. And the 
cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored 
to Israel, from Accaron to Geth, and their borders: and He 
delivered Israel from the hand of the Philistines, and there was 
jieace between Israel and the Amorrhites. 

And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life : and he 
went every year about to Bethel and to Galgal and to Masphath, 
and he judged Israel in the aforesaid places. And he returned 
to Eamatha : for there was his house, and there he judged 
Israel : he built also there an altar to the Lord. 



* ■ ■ * 



•Vn 



S^thtt €uiuloQm of '§aahs 



LATELY PUBLISHED BY 



BURNS AND GATES, 



17, 18 PORTMAN STREET 



63 PATERNOSTER HOW. 



LOKDOK : 
B0B80K ABO SOKB, PBIKTEX8, PAVCBAB BOAD, V.W. 



§00k latels p:bli:slrtjtr 



BURNS AND GATES, 



17, 18 PORTMAN STREET, W., & 63 PATERNOSTER ROW, E.G. 



Sin and its Consequefues. By His Grace the 
Archbishop of Westminster. 6j. 

Contents : i. The Nature of Sin. 11. Mortal Sin. 
III. Venial Sin. iv. Sins of Omission, v. The Grace 
and Works of Penance, vi. Temptation, vii. The Dere- 
liction on the Cross, viii. The Joys of the Resurrection. 

' We know few better books than this for spiritual reading. These lectures 
are prepared with great care, and are worthy to rank with the old volumes 
of sermons which are now standard works of the English tongue.' — Weekly 
Register, 

* We have had many volumes from his Grace's pen of this kind, but per 
haps none more practical or more searching than the volume before us 
These discourses are the clearest and simplest exposition of the theology of 
the subjects they treat of that could be desired. The intellect is addressed 
as well as the conscience. Both are strengthened and satisfied.' — Tablet. 

* Of the deepest value, and of great theological and literary excellence. 
More clear and lucid expositions of dogpnatic and moral theology could not 
be found. No one^ can read these very forcible, searching, and practical 
sermons without being deeply stirred and greatly edified.'— CAwnTii Herald, 

* His Grace has added to Catholic literature such a brilliant disquisition 
as can hardly be equalled.' — Catholic Times. 

* As powerful, searching, and deep as any that we have ever read. In 
construction, as well as in theology and in rhetoric, they are more than re- 
■larkable, and are amongst the best from his Grace's ^n,'— Union Review. 



4 BOOKS LA TEL Y PUBLISHED 

The Prophet of Carmel: a Series of Prac- 
tical Considerations upon the History of Elias in the Old 
Testament ; with a Supplementary Dissertation. By the 
Rev. Charles B. Gauside, M.A. Dedicated to the Very 
Rev. John Henry Newman, D.D. 5J. 

' There is not a page in these sermons but commands our respect. They 
are Corban in the l^st sense ; they belong to the sanctuary, and are marked 
as divine property by a special cachet. They are simple without being 
tiite, and poetical without being pretentious.' — Westminster Gazette. 

* Full of spiritual wisdom uttered in pure and engaging bnguage.' — ^The 
Universe. 

'We see in these pages the learning of the divine, the elegance of the 
scholar, and the piet^ of the priest. Every point in the sacred narrative 
bearing upon the subject of his bool^ is seized upon by the author with the 
greatest keenness of perception, and set forth witn singular force and clear- 
ness.*— Weekly Register. 

' Under his master-hand the marvellous career of the Prophet of Carmel 
displays its majestic proportions. His strong, nervous, incisive style has a 
beauty and a £p*ace, a delicacy and a sensitiveness^ that seizes hold of the 
heart and captivates the imagination. He has attained to the highest art of 
Mmting, which consists in selecting the words which express one s meaning 
with the greatest clearness in the least possible space.' — Tablet. 

* The intellectual penetration, the rich imagination, the nervous eloquence 
which we meet with throughout the whole work, all combine to give it at 
once a very high place among the highest productions of our English Ca- 
tholic literature.' — Dublin Review. 

' Is at once i>owerful and eneaging, and calculated to furnish ideas in- 
numerable to the Christian preacher.' — Church Review, 

* The thoughts are expressed in plain and vigorous English. The ser- 
mons are good specimens of the way in which Old Testament subjects should 
be treated for the instruction of a Christian congregation.' — Church Times. 

Mary magnifying God: May Sermons. By 

the Rev. Fr. Humphrey, O.S.C. Cloth, %s, 6</. 

* Each sermon is a complete thesis, eminent for the strength of its logic, 
the soundness of its theology, and the lucidness of its expression. With 
equal force and beauty of language the author has provided matter for the 
most sublime meditations.' — Tablet. 

* Dogmatic teaching of the utmost importance is placed before us so 
clearly, simply, and unaffectedly, that we find ourselves acquiring invalu- 
able lessons of theology in every page.' — Weekly Register. 

By the same. 

The Divine Teacher. 2s. 6d. 

* The most excellent treatise we have ever read. It could not be clearer, 
and, while really deep, it is perfectly intelligible to any person of the most 
ordinary education.' — Tablet. 

* We cannot speak in terms too high of the matter contained in this 
excellent and able pamphlet.' — Westminster Gazette. 



BY BURNS AND OATES. 



Sermons by Fathers of the Society of Jesus. 

Third Edition, yj. 

Contents : The Latter Days : Four Sermons by the 
Rev. H. J. Coleridge. The Temptations of our Lord : 
Four Sermons by the Rev. Father Hathaway. The An- 
gelus Bell : Five Lectures on the Remedies against Desola- 
tion by the Very Rev. Father Gallwey, Provincial of the 
Society. The Mysteries of the Holy Infancy: Seven Ser- 
mons by Fathers Parkinson, Coleridge, and Harper. 

Also, printed separately from above, 

The Angelus Belt: Five Lectures on the 

Remedies against Desolation. By the Very Rev. Father 
Gallwey, Provincial of the Society of Jesus. \s, 6d. 

Also Vol. II, in same series, 

Discourses by the Rev. Fr. Harper, S.J . 6s. 
Of Adoration in Spirit and in Truth. In 

Four Books. By J. E. Nieremberg, S.J. With a Pre- 
face by the Rev. Father Gallwey, S.J. 6j. 

' The work is in every way a g^eat acquisition to our English ascetical 
Kterature.' — Weekly Register. 

* We rejoice to see this brought out, and hope it will find an extensive 
circulation.' — IVestmiuster Gazette. 

* It is more near the Following of our Blessed Lord than any work we 
have met with.' — Catholic Opinion. 

*We hope it will be the precursor of a number of similar volumes.' — 
Month. 



WORKS WRITTEN AND EDITED BY LADY 
GEORGIANA FULLERTON. 

The Straw-cutter's Daughter, and the Por- 
trait in my Uncles Dining-room. Two Stories. Trans- 
lated from the French. 2J. dd. 

Life of Luisd de CarvajaL 6s. 

* Is as charming as anything she has written.* — Month. 

* We can only thank God, who put it into the heart of the authoress to 
bring before us, with the learning and force 'which are peculiarly her own, 
this wonderful life of superhuman charity.' — Tablet. 



BOOKS LATELY PUBLISHED 



Seven Stories. 35". 6d. 

Contents: i. Rosemary: a Tale of the Fire of London. 
II. Reparation : a Story of the Reign of Louis XIV. ill. 
The Blacksmith of Antwerp, iv. The B^gar of the Steps 
ofSt. Roch: a True Story, v. Trouvaille, or the Soldier's 
Adopted Child : a True Story, vi. Earth without Heaven: 
a Reminiscence, vii. Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam. 

* Wai well repay perusal.' — Weekly Register. 

' Each story in this series has its own charm.' — TahleU 

* In this collection may be found stories sound in doctrine and intensely 
interesting as any which have come from the same pen.' — Catholic Opinion. 

* As admirable for their art as they ar^ estimable for their sound teach- 
ing.' — Cork Examiner. 

The Gold-digger, and other Verses, ss. 

* Alike creditable to the heart and intellect of the authoress. We need 
not say that the poetry is thoroughhr Catholic^ and written in a spirit of the 
broadest and deepest humanity.' — Catholic Times. 

* The spirit that breathes throughout is one of true Catholic devotion.* — 
Weekly Register. 

*We do not know which most to admire, the genuine modesty of the 
preface to this volume of poems, or the Catholic tone and sweet tenderness 
of the verses themselves.' — Westminster Gazette. 

Laurentia: a Tale of Japan. Second edi- 
tion. 3J. 6^. 

* Has very considerable literary merit, and possesses an interest entirely 
its OMm. The dialogue is easy and natural, and the incidents are admirably 
grouped.' — Weekly Register. 

* Full of romantic records of the heroism of the early^ Christians of Japan 
in the sixteenth century. Looking at its literary merits alone, it must be 
pronounced a really beautiful story.' — Catholic Times. 

Life of St. Frances of Rome. ^s. 6d.; cheap 

edition, is. %d. 

Rose Leblanc : a Tale of great interest. 35". 
Grantley Manor : the well-known and favourite 

Novel. Cloth, 3^. 6^.; cheap edition, 7^. 6d. 

Germaine Cousin : a Drama. 6d. 
Fire of London : a Drama. 6^. 



BY BURNS AND OATES, 



OUR LADY'S BOOKS. 

Uniformly printed in foolscap 8vo, limp cloth. 

No. I. 

Memoir of the Hon. Henry E. Dormer, is. 

No. 2. 

Life of Mary Fitzgerald, a Child of the Sa- 
cred Heart %s,\ cheap edition, u. 



Meditations for every Day in the Year, and 

for the Principal Feasts, By the Ven. Fr. Nicholas Lan- 
cicius, of the Society of Jesus. With Preface by the Rev. 
George Porter, S.J. 6j. 6d. 

* Most valuable, not only to religious, for whom they were originally 
intended, but to all those who desire to consecrate their daily life by regu- 
larly express and systematic meditation; while Father Pwter's excellent 
little Preface contains many valuable hints on the method of meditation.' — 
Dublin Review. 

* Full of Scripture, short and suggestive. The editor gives a very clear 
explanation of the Ignatian method of meditation. The book is a very usefu 
one*— Tablet. 

* Short and simple, and dwell almost entirely on the life of our Blessed 
Lord, as related m the Gospels. Well suited to the wants of Catholics 
living in the world.' — Weekly Register. 

* A book of singular spirituality and great depth of piety. Nothing could 
be more beautiful or edifying than the thoughts set forth for reflection, 
clothed as they are in excellent and vigorous EngUsh.' — Union Review. 

Meditations for the Use of the Clergy, for 

every Day in the Year, on the Gospels for the Sundays, 
From the Italian of Mgr. Scotti, Archbishop of Thessa- 
lonica. Revised and edited by the Oblates of St. Charles. 
With a Preface by his Grace the Archbishop of West- 
minster. 
Vol. I. From the First Sunday in Advent to the Sixth 

Saturday after the Epiphany. 4^. 
Vol. II. From Septuagesima Sunday to the Fourth Sunday 

after Easter. 4^. 
Vol. III. From the Fifth Sunday after Easter to the Eleventh 

Sunday after Pentecost. 4^. 
Vol. IV., completing the work, in preparation. 

* This admirable litUe book will be much valued by all, but especially by 
the clergy, for whose use it b more immediately intended. The Archbishop 



f 
BOOKS LATELY PUBLISHED 



states in his Preface that it is held in lugh esteem in Rome, and that he has 
himself found, bj^ the experience of many years, its singular excellence, its 
practical piety, its abundance of Scripture, of tiie Fathers, and of ecclesi- 
astical writers.' — Tablet. 

' It is a sufficient recommendation to this book of meditations that our 
Archbishop has given them his own warm approval. . . . They are fiill of 
the langiiage of the Scriptures, and are rich with unction of their Divine 
scDst.'— Weekly Register. 

* A manual of meditations for priests, to which we have seen nothing 
comparable.' — Catholic World. 

* There is great beauty in the thoughts, the illustrations are striking, the 
learning shown in patristic quotation considerable, and the special applica- 
tions to priests are very powerful. It'is entirely a priest's book.'— C*«n:A 
Review. 

Tlie Question of Anglican Ordinations dis- 

cussed. By the Very Rev. Canon Estcourt, M.A., F.A.S. 
With an Appendix of Original Documents and Photographic 
Facsimiles. One vol. 8vo, 14J. 

' A valuable contribution to the theology of the Sacrament of Order. He 
treats a leading question, from a practical point of view, with great erudition, 
and with abundance of illustrations firom the rites of various ages and coun- 
tries.* — Month. 

* Will hencefortii be an indispensable portion of every priest's library, 
inasmuch as it contains all the mformation that has been collected in pre- 
vious works, sifted and corrected, together with. a well-digested mass of 
important matter which has never before been ^ven to the public' — Tablet. 

* Marks a very imjportant epoch in the history of that question, and 
virtually disposes of it. — Messenger. 

* Canon Estcourt has added valuable documents that have never appeared 
before, or never at full length. The result is a work of very great value.' — 
Catholic Opinion. 

* Indicates conscientious and painstaking research, and will be indispens- 
able to any student who would examine the question on which it treats.' — 
Bookseller. 

* Superior, both in literary method, tone, and mode cf reasoning, to the 
usual controversial books on this subject.* — Church Herald. 

May Papers; or Thoughts on the Litanies of 

Loreto. By Edward Ignatius Purbrick, Priest of the 
Society of Jesus. 3J. dd, 

* There is a brightness and vivacity in them which will make them in- 
teresting to all, old and young alike, and adds to their intrinsic value.' — 
Dublin Review. 

' We very gladly welcome this volume as a valuable addition to the now 
happily numerous manuals of devout exercises for the month.' — Month. 

' Written in the pure, simple, unaffected language which becomes the 
subject.'— TVi^/^/. . 

' We cannot easily conceive a book more calculated to aid the cause of 
true religion amongst young persons of every class.* — Weekly Register. 

* They are admirable, and expressed in chaste and beautiful language. 
Although compiled in the first place for boys at school, they are adapted for 
the spuitual reading of Catholics of every age and condition of life.' — 
Catholic Opinion. 
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WORKS OF THE REV. FATHER RAWES, O.S.C. 

Homeward: a Tale of Redemption. Second 

edition. 3J. 6</. 
'A series of beautiful word pictures.' — Catholic Opinion. 

* A casket well worth the opening ; full to the brim of gems of thought 
as beautiful as they are valuable.' — Catholic Times. 

* Full of holy thoughts and exquisite poetry, and just such a book as can 
be taken up with advantage and relief in hours of sadness and depression.' — 
Dublin Review. 

* Is really beautiful, and will be read with profit.' — Church Times. 

God in His Works : a Course of Five Ser- 
mons. 2<r. 6^. 

Subjects : i. God in Creation. 11. God in the Incar- 
nation. III. God in the Holy See. iv. God in the Heart. 
V. God in the Resurrection. 

' Full of striking imagery, and the beauty of the language cannot fail to 
make the book valuable for spiritual reading.' — Catholic Times. 

* He has so applied science as to bring before the reader an unbroken 
course of thought and argument.' — Tablet. 

The Beloved Disciple; or St. yohn the Evan- 
gelist, 3^. (id, 

* Full of research, and of tender and loving devotion.* — Tablet. 

'This is altogether a charming book for spiritual reading.' — Catholic , 
Times. 

'Through this book runs a vein of true, humble, fervent piety, which 
gives a singular charm.' — Weekly Register. 

' St John, in his varied character, is beautifully and attractively pre- 
sented to our pious contemplation.' — Catholic Opinion, 

Septem : Seven Ways of hearing Mass. Fifth 

edition, is, and 2J.; red edges, zs, 6d,; calf, 4^.; French 
Translation, is, 6d, 

* A great assistance to hearing Mass with devotion. Besides its devo- 
tional advantages it possesses a Preface, in clear and beautiful language, 
well worth reading.' — Tablet. 

Great Truths in Little Words. Third edi- 
tion. Neat cloth, 3J. 6</. 

* A most valuable little work. All may learn very much about the Faith 
itom'\X.:—TabUt. 

* At once practical in its tendency, and elegant ; oftentimes poetical in its 
diction.' — Weekly Register. 

* Cannot fail to be most valuable to every Catholic ; and we feel certain, 
when known and appreciated, it will be a standard work in Catholic house- 
holds.'— Ca/Atf/«r Ttmes, 
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Hymns y Original, &c. Neat cloth, i^. ; 

cheap edition, ed. 

'^The Eucharistic Month. From the Latin of 

Father Lercari, SJ. 6</.; cloth, is, 

* Twelve Visits to our Lady and the Heavenly 

City of God, Second edition. %d. 

* Nine Visits to the Blessed Sacrament. Chiefly 

from the Canticle of Canticles. Second edition. 6d. 

* Devotions for the Souls hi Ptirgatory. Se- 

cond edition. %d. 

*Orin one vol.. 

Visits and Devotions. Neat cloth, 3^, 



Cherubini: Memorials illustrative of his Life. 

With Portrait and Catalogue of his Works. By Edward- 
Bell ASis, Barrister-at-Law. One vol., 429 pp. lar. 6^. 

' The life of a great musical composer has seldom been written with more* 
conscientious devotion and true love of art than in this memoir.' — M&nth. 

* Gives evidence of great pains and ability in welding together all the 
materials which the author has been able to collect in illustration of the life 
of Cherubini. , . . The account of the different masses is exceedingly in- 
teresting, and the power displayed by Mr. Bellasis in analysing them is very 
conspicuous.' — Tablet. 

* To lovers of music we Can confidently recommend this most interesting 
life. Its scrupulous conscientiousness in all matters of detail evinces a care 
in the compiling of the entire work which will give it a high value amongst 
the records of Uie chief composers, and show how justly Mr. Bellasis enters 
into the true spirit of his subject. . . . We sincerely hope that Cherubini 
will not be the sole musician to whose memory Mr. Bellasis's rare qualifica- 
tions shall be devoted.' — Dublin Review. 

* Cherubini's career is graphically described. Mr. Bellasis appears to be 
intimately versed in the higher laws and beauties of musical composition.' — 
Morning Post. 

'We can recommend our readers to an ample and agreeably-written 
biography of one of the greatest men of the century.' — Suttday Times, 

* Will be of great service to musical students for the numerous facts it 
contains, and for the evident care which the author has^taken to insure cor- 
rectness.' — Illustrated Review. 
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Louise Lateatc of Bois d'Haine: her Life, 

her Ecstasies, and her Stigmata: a Medical Study. By 
Dr. F. Lefebvre, Professor of General Pathology and. 
Therapeutics in the Catholic University of Louvain, &c. 
Translated from the French. Edited by Rev. J. Spencer 
NoRTHCOTE, D.D. Full and complete edition. 35. 6</. 

* The name of Dr. Lefebvre is sufficient guarantee of the importance of 
.any work coming from his pen. The reader will find much valuable infor- 
mation.' — Tablet. 

'The whole case thoroughly entered into and fully considered. The 
Appendix contains many medical notes of interest.' — Weekly Register. 

* A full and complete answer.' — Catholic Times. 

Twelve New Tales. By Mrs. Parsons. 

I. Bertha's Three Fingers. 2. Take Care of Yourself. 
3. Don't Go In. 4. The Story of an Arm-chair. 5. Yes 
and No. 6. The Red Apples under the Tree. 7. Constance 
and the Water Lilies. 8. The Pair of Gold Spectacles. 
9. Clara's New Shawl. 10. The Little Lodgers. 11. The 
Pride and the Fall. 12. This Once. 
3</. each ; in a Packet complete, 3J. ; or in cloth neat, 3J. 6^. 

' SoundCatholic theology and a truly religious spirit breathes from every 
page, and it may be safely commended to schools and convents.' — Tablet. 

* Full of sound instruction given in a pointed and amusing manner.' — 
Weekly Register. 

* Very pretty, pleasantly told, attractive to little folks, and of such a 
nature that from each some moral good b inculcated. The tales are cheerful, 
sound, and sweet, and should have a large sale.' — Catholic Times. 

'A very good collection of simple tales. The teaching is Catholic 
ihroughout.'— Ctf //w/ic Opinion. 

Marie and Patch a Fragment. By * Our 

Little Woman.' 3^. (td. ; gilt edges, 4^. 

' We heartily recommend this touching little tale, especially as a present 
for children and for schools, feeling sure that none can rise from its perusal 
without heia^ touched, both at the beauty of the tale itself and by the tone 
of earnest piety which runs through the whole, leaving none but holy 
thoughts and pleasant impressions on the minds of both old and young.' — 
Toilet. 

* Well adapted to the innocent minds it is intended for. The little book 
would be a suitable present for a little {ricnd.'— Catholic Opinion. 

* A charming tale for young and old.' — Cork Examiner. 

' To all who read it the book vdll surest thoughts for which they will be 
the better, while its graceful and affecting, because simple, pictures of home 
and family life will excite emotions of which none need be ashamed.* — Month. 

* Told effectively and touchingly, with all that tenderness and pathos in 
which gifted women so much excel.' — Weekly Register. 

* A very pretty and pathetic tale.* — Catholic World. 

* A very charming story, and may be read by both young and old.' — 
Brownson s Review. 

'Presents us with some deeply-touching incidents of family love and 
devotion.' — CatJiolic Times. 
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Dame Dolores, or the Wise Nun of Easton- 

mere: and other Stories, By the Aathor of 'Tjbome,* 
&c. 4J. 

Contents: i. The Wise Non of Eastonmere. ii. 
Known Too Late. in. Trae to the End. iv. Olive's 
Rescue. 

' We have read the Tolume wkh omsiderable pleasure, and we tnut no 
mnall profit. The tales are dedJedly clever, well worked out, and written 
with a flowing and cheerful pen.' — Catholic Titttes. 

* The author of Tybome is too well known to need any fresh recommend- 
atkm to the roidtn of Catholic fiction. We need only say that her present 
will be as welcome to her many friends as any of her former worics.' — month. 

* An attractive volume ; and we know of few tales that we can more safdy 
or more thorou^^y recommend to our young xtaj^icn.*— Weekly Register. 

Maggids Rosary, and other Tales. By the 

Author of ' Marian Howard.' Cloth extra, 3J. ; cheap edi- 
tion, 2J. 

' We stroi^y recommend these stories. I1iey are especially suited to 
little girls.'— Tablet, 

* 'Ae "^txy thing for a gift-book for a child ; but at the same dme so in- 
teresting and full di incident that it will not be contemned by children of a 
larger growth.' — Weekly Register. 

^We have seldom seen tales better adapted for children's reading.'— 
Catholic Times. 

'The writer possesses in an eminent degree the art of making stories for 
children.'— Ca/W«f Opinion, 

* A charming little book, which we can heartily rtcammenA.'—Rosarian. 

Scenes and Incidents at Sea. A new Selec- 
tion. I J. 4//. 

Contents : i. Adventure on a Rock. 11. A Heroic 
Act of Rescue, in. Inaccessible Islands, iv. The Ship- 
wreck of the Czar Alexander, v. Captain James's Adven- 
tures in the North Seas. vi. Destruction of Admiral Graves's 
Fleet. VII. The Wreck of the Forfiushire, and Grace Darl- 
ing. VIII. The Loss of the Royal Geoige. ix. The Irish 
S^or Boy. x. Gallant Conduct of a French Privateer. 
XI. The Harpooner. xii. The Cruise of the Agamemnon. 
XIII. A Nova Scotia Fog. xiv. The Mate's Story, xv. 
The Shipwreck of the ^Eneas Transport. xvi. A Scene 
in the Shrouds, xvii. A Skirmish ofif Bermuda, xviii. 
Charles Wager, xix. A Man Overboard, xx. A Loss 
and a Rescue, xxi. A Melancholy Adventure on the 
American Seas. xxii. Dolphins and Flying Fish. 
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History of England^ for Family Use and the 

Upper Classes of Schools. By the Author of * Christian 
Schools and Scholars.* Second edition. With Preface by 
the Very Rev. Dr. Northcote. 6j. 

Tales from t/te Diary of a Sister of Mercy. 

By C. M. Brame. New edition. Cloth extraj 4^. 

Contents : The Double Marriage. The Cross and the 
Crown. The Novice. The Fatal Accident. The Priest's 
Death. The Gambler's Wife. The Apostate. The Be- 
setting Sin. 

'Written in a chaste, simple, and touching style.' — Tablet. 

* This book is a casket, and those who open it will find the gem within/ — 
Register. 

* They are well and cleverly told, and the volume is neatly got up.'— 
Month. 

* Very well told : all full of religious allusions and expressions.' — Star. 

* Very well written, and life-like ; many very -^xht^c'— Catholic Opinion. 

By the same, 

Angels' Visits: a Series of Tales. With 

Frontispiece and Vignette. 3J. 6^/. 

*The tone of the book is excellent, and it will certainly make itself a 
great favourite with the young.' — Month. 

* Beautiful collection of Angel Stories.' — Weekly Register. 

* One of the prettiest books for children we have seen.' — Tablet. 

* A book which excites more than ordinary praise.' — Northern Press. 

* Touchingly written, and evidently the emanation of a refined and pious 
mind.' — Church Times. 

* A charming little book, full of beautiful stories of the family of angels.' 
— Church opinion. 

ST. JOSEPH'S THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY. 

Edited by Fathers of the Society of Jesus. 

Vol. I. 

On some Popular Errors concer^iing Poli-- 

tics and Religion. By the Right Honourable Lord Robert 
Montagu, M.P. 6j. 

Contents : Introduction, i. The Basis of Political 
Science. 11. Religion, iii. The Church, iv. Religious 
Orders, v. Christian Law. vi. The Mass. vii. The Prin- 
ciples of 1789. VIII. Liberty, ix. Fraternity, x. Equality. 
XI. Nationality, Non-intervention, and the Accomplished 
Fact. XII. Capital Punishment, xiii. Liberal Catholics. 
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BOOKS LATELY PUBLISHED 



XIV. Civil Marriage. XV. Secularisation of Education. 
XVI. Conclusion. Additional Notes. 

This book has been taken from the * Risposte popolari 
die obiezioni piu diffuse contro la Religione ; opera del P. 
Secondo Franco. Torino, 1868.' It is not a translation of 
that excellent Italian work, for much has been omitted, 
and even the forms of expression have not been retained ; 
nor yet is it an abstract, for other matter has been added 
throughout. The aim of the editor has been merely to fol- 
low out the intention of P. Franco, and adapt his thoughts 
to the circumstances and mind of England. 

Considerations for a Three Days' Prepara- 
tion for Communion. Taken chiefly from the French of 
Saint Jure, S.J. By Cecilie Mary Caddell. %d, 

' In every respect a most excellent manuaL' — CatJiolic Times. 
' A simple and easy method for a devout preparation for that solemn 
<iuty/ — Weekly Register. 

A beautiful compilation carefully prepared.' — Universe. 

The Spirittcal Conflict and Conquest. By 

Dom J. Castaniza, O.S.B. Edited, with Preface and Notes, 
by Canon Vaugh an, English Monk of the Order of St. Bene- 
dict. Reprinted from the old English Translation of 1652. 
With fine Original Frontispiece reproduced in Autotype. 
%s. ed. 

The Letter-Books of Sir Amias Poulet, 

Keeper 0/ Mary Queen of Scots. Edited by John Morris, 
Priest of the Society of Jesus. Demy 8vo, los, 6d, 

Sir Amias Poulet had charge of the Queen of Scots from 
April 1585 to the time of her death, February 8, 1587. 
His correspondence with Lord -Treasurer Burghley and Sir 
Frgncis Walsingham enters into the details of her life in 
captivity at Tutbury, Chartley, and Fotheringay. Many of 
the letters now published are entirely imknown, being printed 
from a recently-discovered manuscript. The others have 
been taken from the originals at the Public Record Office 
and the British Museum. The letters are strung together by 
a running commentary, in the course of which several of 
Mr. Froude's statements are examined, and the question of 
Mary's complicity in the plot against Elizabeth's life is 
•discussed. 
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S(zur Etcgenie: the Life and Letters of a 

Sister of Charity. By the Author of * A Sketch of the Life 
of St. Paula.* Second edition, enlarged. On toned paper, 
cloth gilt, 4<r. 6//. ; plain paper, cloth plain, 3^. 

* It is impossible to read it without bearing away in one's heart some of 
the "odour of sweetness" which breathes forth from ahnost ever\' paee.' — 
Tablet. 

* The most charming piece of religious biography that has appeared since 
the Ricits d'une Saur* — Catholic Opinion. 

* We have seldom read a more touching tale of youthful holiness.*— Weekly 
Register. 

*The picture of a life of hidden piety and ^ce, and of active charity, 
which it presents is extremely beautiful/ — Nation. 

* We strongly recommend this devout and interesting life to the carefut 
perusal of all our readers.' — Westminster Gazette. 

Count de Montalemberf s Letters to a School- 

fellaiv^ 1827 -1830. Qualis ab incepto. Translated from 
the French by C. F. A'udley. With Portrait. 5J. 

'Simple, easy, and unaffected in a degree, these letters form a really 
charming volume. The observations arc simply wonderful, considering that 
when he wrote them he was only seventeen or eighteen years of age.' — 
Weekly Register, 

* A new treasure is now presented for the first time in an English casket — 
the letters he wrote when a schoolboy. The loftiness of the aspirations they 
breathe is supported by the intellectual power of which they give evidence.' 
— Cork Examiner, 

* Reveal in the future ecclesiastical champion and historian a depth of 
feeling and insight into forthcoming events hardly to be expected from a 
mere schoolboy. —Building News. 

* Display vigour of thought and real intellectual power.' — Church Herald. 

Ecclesiastical Antiquities of London and its 

Suburbs, By Alexander Wood, M.A. Oxon., of the So- 
merset Archaeological Society. 5^. 

* O, who the ruine sees, whom wonder doth not fill 
With our great fathers' pompe, devotion, and their skill f 

* Will prove a most useful manual to many of our readers. Stores of 
Catholic memories still hang about the streets of this great metropolis. For 
the ancient and religious associations of such places the Catholic reader can 
want no better cicerone than Mr. Wood.' — Weekly Register. 

* We have indeed to thank Mr. Wood for this excellent little book.'— 
Catholic Opinion. 

* Very seldom have we read a book devoted entirely to the metropolis 
with such pleasure.' — Liverpool Catholic Times. 

* A very pleasing and readable book.' — Builder, ^ 

' Gives a plain, sensible, but leaped and interesting account of the chief 
church antiquities of London and its suburbs. It is written by a very able 
and competent author --one who thoroughly appreciates his subject, and 
who treats it with the discrimination of a critic and the sound common sense 
of a practised vnittr.'— Church Herald. 
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LIBRARY OF RELIGIOUS BIOGRAPHY. 

Edited by Edward Healy Thompson. 

Vol I. 

The Life of St. Aloysius Gonzaga, S.J. $s. 

'Contains numberless traces of a thoughtful and tender devotion to the 
Saint. It shows a loving penetration into his ^irit, and %n appreciation of 
the secret motives of his action, which can only be the result of a deeply 
affectionate study of his life and character/ — Month. 

Vol. II. 

The Life of Marie Eus telle Harpain; ot 

the Angel of the Eucharist, 5J. 

' Possesses a special value and interest apart from its extraorcUnay natural* 
and supernatural beauty, from the fact that to her example and to die effect 
of her writings is attributed in gpreat measure the wonderful revival of devo- 
tion to the Blessed Sacrament in France, and consequently throughout West- 
em Christendom/ — Dublin Review. 

* A more complete instance of that life of purity^ and close union with God 
in the world of which we have just been speaking is to be found in the 
history of Marie Eustelle Harpain, the sempstress of Saint-Pallais. The 
writer of the present volume has had the advantage of very copious materials 
in the French works on which his ovm work is founded ; and Mr. Thompson* 
has discharged his office as editor with his usual diligence and accuracy.' — 
Month. 

Vol. III. 

The Life of St. Stanislas Kostka. ss. 

* We strongly recommend this biography to our readers.' — Toilet. 
'There has been no adequate biography of St. Stanislas. In rectifying 

this want Mr. Thompson has earned a title to the gratitude of English- 
speaking Catholics. The engaging Saint of Poland will now be better known 
among us, and we need not fear that, better known, he will not be better 
\o\td?— Weekly Register. 

Vol IV. 

The Life of the Baron de Renty ; or Per- 
fection in the World exemplified. 6s, 

* An excellent book. The style is throughout perfectly firsh and buoyant' 
— Dublin Revie7U. 

'This beautiful work is a compilation, not of biographical incidents, but of 
holy thoughts and spiritual aspirations, which we may feed on and make our 
own.' — Tablet. 

'Gives full particulars of his marvellous virtue in ah agreeable form.' — 
Catholic Times. ^ 

' A good book for our Catholic young men, teaching how they can sanctify 
the secular state.' — Catholic Opinion. 

* Edifying and instructive, a beacon and guide to those whose walks are 
in the ways of the world, who toil and strive to win Chrbtian perfection.' — 
Ulster Examiner. 
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VoLV. 

The Life of the Venerable AuTia Maria 

Taigiy the Roman Matron (1769 -1837). Second edition. 
With Portrait. 6j. 

This Biography has been written after a careful collation 
of previous Lives of the Servant of God with each other, 
and with the Analecta Juris Pontifidi^ which contain large 
extracts from the Processes. Various prophecies attributed 
to her and other holy persons have been collected in an 
Appendix. 

' Of all the series of deeply-interesting biograplues which the untiring zeal 
and piety of Mr. Healy Ihompson has given of late years to English Ca- 
tholics, none, we think, is to be compared in interest with the one ^fore us, 
both from the absorbing nature of the life itself and the spiritual lessons it 
conveys.' — Tablet. 

* A complete biography of the Venerable Matron in the composition of 
which the greatest care has been taken and the best authorities consulted. 
We can safely recommend the volume for the discrimination with which it 
has been written, and for the careful labour and completeness by which it 
has been distinguished.' — Catholic Opinion. 

* We recommend this excellent and carefully-compiled biography to all 
our readers. The evident care exercised by the editor in collating the 
various lives of Anna Maria gives great value to the volume, and we hope it 
will meet with the support it so justly merits.' — IVestminster Gazette. 

* We thank Mr. Healy Thompson for this volume. The direct purpose of 
his biographies is always spiritual edification.' — Dublin Review. 

'Contains much that is capable of nourishing pious sentiments.' — Nation. 

* Has evidently been a labour of love.' — Month, 



Tlie Hidden Life of Jesus: a Lesson and 

Model to Christians. Translated from the French of Bou- 
DON, by Edward Healy Thompson, M.A. Cloth, 3J. 

* This profound and valuable work has been very carefully and ably trans- 
lated by Mr. Thompson.'— -^e-^'j/^r. 

* The more we have of such works as the Hidden Life of Jesus the better.* 
— Westminster Gazette. 

*A book of searching power.' — Church Review, 

* We have often regretted that this writer's works are not better known.' 
— Universe, 

* We earnestly recommend its study and practice to all readers.' — Tablet, 

* We have to thank Mr. Thompson for this translation of a valuable work 
which has long been popular in France.' — Dublin Review, 

* A good translation.' — Month. 
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Also, by the same Author and Translator, 

Devotion to the Ntfie Choirs of Holy Angels y 

and especially to the Angel Guardians, 35. 

* We congratulate Mr. Thompson on the way in which he has accom- 
plished his task, and we earnestly hope that an increased devotion to the 
Holy Angels may be the reward of his labour of love.' — Tablet. 

* A beautiful translation.' — Month. 

* The translation is extremely well done.' — Weekly Register. 

New Meditations for each Day in the Year, 

on the Life of otir Lord Jesus Christ. By a Father of the 
Society of Jesus. With the imprimatur of his Grace the 
Archbishop of Westminster. New and improved edition. 
Two vols. Cloth, 9J.; also in calf, 16^.; morocco, 17J. 

* We can heartily i-ecommend this book for its style and substance ; it 
bears with it several strong recommendations. ... It is soUd and practicaL' 
— Westminster Gazette. 

* A work of great practical utility, and we give it our earnest recommend- 
ation.' — Weekly Register. 

The Day Sanctified; being Meditations and 

Spiritual Readings for Daily Use. Selected from the Works 
of Saints and approved Writers of the Catholic Church. 
Fcp. cloth, 3^. dd. ; red edges, ^. 

* Of the many volumes of meditations on sacred subjects which have ap- 
peared in the last few years, none has seemed to us so well adapted to its 
object as the one before us.' — Tahlet. 

* Deserves to be specially mentioned.* — Month. 
'Admirable in every sense.' — Church Times. 

* Many of the meditations are of great beauty. . . . They form, in fact, 
excellent little sermons, and we have no doubt will be largely used as such.' 
— Literary Churchman. 

Reflections and Prayers for Holy Com- 

munion. Translated from the French. With Preface by 
his Grace the Archbishop of Westminster. Fcp. 8vo, 
cloth, 4^. 6d.', bound, red edges, 5.f.; calf, 9^.; morocco, los. 

* The Archbishop has marked his approval of the work by writing a pre- 
fiice for it, and describes it as '*a valuable addition to our books of devo- 
tion." '—Register. 

* A book rich with the choicest and most profound Catholic devotions.' — 
Church Review. 
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Lallemanfs Doctrine of the Spiritual Life. 

Edited by the late Father Faber. New edition. Cloth, 

' This excellent work has a twofold value, htm^ both a biography and a 
volume of meditations. ^ It contains an elaborate analysis of the wants, dan- 
gers, trials, and aspirations of the inner man, and supplies to the thoughtful 
and devout reader the most valuable instructions for the attainment of hea- 
venly wisdom, grace, and strength.*— Ca/A^?/«: Times. 

'A treatise of the very highest value.' — Month, 

*The treatise is preceded by a short account of the writer's life, and has 
had the wonderful advantage of being edited by the late Father Faber.' — 
IVeekly Register. 

The Rivers of Damascus and Jordan : a 

Causerie. By a Tertiary of the Order of St. Dominic. 4^. 

* Good solid reading.' — Month, 

'Well done and in a truly charitable spirit* — Catholic Opinion. 

* It treats the subject in so novel and forcible a light that we are fascin- 
ated in spite of ourselves, and irresistibly led on to follow its argiunents and 
rejoice at its conclusions.'— 7rt3&A 

Legends of our Lady and the Saints ; or 

our Children's Book of Stories in Verse. Written for the 
Recitations of the Pupils of the Schools of the Holy Child 
Jesus, St. Leonard's-on-Sea. is. 6d. 

' It is a beautiful religious idea that is realised in the Legends of our 
Lady and the Saints. "Hie book forms a charming present for pious chil- 
dren.'— TVi^/^/. 

* The " Legends" are so beautiful that they ought to be read by all lovers 
of poetry. ' — Bookseller. 

'Graceful poems.' — Month. 

The New Testament Narrative^ in the Words 

of the Sacred Writers. With Notes, Chronological Tables, 
and Maps. Cloth, 2^. 

* The comi)ilers deserve great praise for the manner in which they have 
performed their task. "We commend this little volume as well and carefully 
printed, and as furnishing its readers, moreover, with a great amount of use- 
ful information in the tables inserted at the end.' — Month. 

' It is at once clear, complete, and beautiful.' — Catholic Opinion. 



QUARTERLY SERIES. 

ionhncUi hg t^* ^unngtXB of t^e ' glont^.' 



VOLUMES PUBLISHED. 

T/ie Life and Letters of St. Francis Xavier. 

By the Rev. H. J. Coleridge. Sec. edit. Two vols. \%s. 

' We cordially thank Father Coleridge for a most valuable biography. . . . 
He has spared no pains to insure our having in good classical £nglish a 
translation of all the letters which are extant. ... A complete priest's manual 
might be compiled from them, entering as they do into all the details of a 
missioner's public and private life. . . . We trust we have stimulated our 
readers to examine them for themselves, and we are satisfied that they will 
return again and again to them as to a never-exhausted source of interest 
and edification.' — TabUt. 

' A noble addition to our literature. . . . We offer our warmest thanks to 
Father Coleridge for this most valuable work. The letters, we need hardly 
say, will be found of great spiritual use, especially for missionaries and 
pnests.'— Z?«3/m Review, 

* One of the most fascinating books we have met with for a long time.' — 
CatJwlic Opinion. 

* Would that we had many more lives of saints like this. ! Father Cole- 
ridge has done great service to this branch of Catholic literature, not simply 
by writing a charming book, but especially by setting others an example of 
how a saint's life should be written. — Westminster Gazette. 

* This valuable bopk is destined, we feel assured, to take a hieh place 
among what we may term our English Catholic classics. . . . The great 
charm lies in the letters, for in them we have, in a far more forcible manner 
than any biographer could give them, the feelmgs, experiences, and aspira- 
tions of St. Francis Xavier as pictured by his own pen.' — Catholic Times. 

* Father Coleridge does his own part admirably, and we shall not be sur- 
prised to find his book soon take its place as the standard Life of the saintly 
and illustrious Francis.' — Nation. 

' Not only an interesting but a scholarly sketch of a life remarkable alike 
in itself and in its attendant circumstances. We hope the author will con- 
tinue to labour in a department of literature for which he has here shown his 
aptitude. To find a saint's life which is at once moderate, historical, and 
appreciative is not a common thing.' — Saturday Review. 

* Should be studied by all missionaries, and is worthy of a place in every 
Christian library.' — Church Herald, 
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The Life of St. Jane Frances Fremyot de 

ChantcU, By Emily Bowles. With Preface by the Rev. 
H. J. Coleridge. Second edition. 51. 6</. 

* We venture to promise great pleasure and profit to the reader of this 
charming biography. It gives a complete and faithful portrait of one of the 
most attractive samts of the generation which followed the completion of 
the Council ofTrent.'—AfoniA. 

* Sketched in a life-like manner, worthy of her well-earned reputation as 
a Catholic 'writfir.'— Weekly Register. 

* We have read it on and on with the fascination of a novel, and yet it is 
the life of a saint, described with a rare delicacy of touch and feeling such 
as is seldom met -mth.' —Tablet, 

* A very readable and interesting compilation. . . . The author has done 
her work faithfully and consden'dously'—Atherueum. 

* Full of incident, and told in a style so graceful and felicitous that it wins 
upon the reader with every pSigt.*—Natioft. 

* Miss Bowles has done^ her work in a manner which we cannot better 
commend than by expressing a desire that she may find many imitators. 
She has endued her materials with life, and clothed them with a language 
and a style of which we do not know what to admire most— the purity, the 
grace, the refinement, or the elegance. If our readers wish to know the 
value and the beauty of this book, they can do no better than get it and 
read it' — IVestmiftster Gazette. 

* One of the most charming and delightfii volume which has issued from 
the press for many years. Miss Bowles has accomplished her task faithfully 
and happily, with simple -grace and unpretentious language, and a winning 
manner which, independently of her subject, irreasdbly carries us along.' — 
Ulster Examiner, 



The History of the Sacred Passion. From 

the Spanish of Father Luis de la Palm a, of the Society 
of Jesus. The Translation revised and edited by the Rev. 
H. J. Coleridge. Second edition. 7J. 6^. 

* A work long held in great and just repute in Spain. It opens a mine of 
wealth to one's soul. Though there are many works on the Passion in Eng- 
lish, probably none ^11 be found so generally useful both for spiritual read< 
ing and meditation. We desire to see it widely circulated.' — Tablet. 

*A sterline work of the utmost value, proceeding from the pen of a great 
theologian, whose piety was as simple and tender as his learning and culture 
were profound and exquisite. It is a rich storehouse for contemplation on 
the great mystery of our Redemption, and one of those books which every 
Catholic ought to read for himself.' — Weekly Register. 

* The most wonderful work upon the Passion that we have ever read. To 
us the charm lies in this, that it is entirely theological^* It is made use of 
largely by those who give the Exercises of St lenatius ; it is, as it were, 
the flesh upon the skeleton of the Exercises. Never has the Passion been 
meditated upon so before. . . . If any one wishes to understand the Passion 
of our Lord in its fulness, let him procure this book.' — Dublin Review. 

* We have not read a more thoughtful work on our Blessed Lord's Passion. 



2 2 BOOlCS LA TEL Y PUBLISHED 

• • m 

It U a complete ttorehouse of matter for flMilitation, and for sermons on that 
diviat myst^.'^^atkfflic O^imutt, 

* The book is— ^Mftlung comparatively of human (^erings— a ma^niAcent 
offering to the Crucified, and to those who wish to make a real study <»f the 
Crott will be a most precious guide.' — Church Review* , 

lerne o/Armortca: a Tale of the Time of 

. Chlovis. By J. C. Bateman. 6x. ed, 

' We know of few tales of the kind that can be ranked higher than the 
beaodftll story before us. The author has hit on the golden mean between 
an OTet-dispIay of antiquarianism and an indolent transfer of modem modes 
of action and thought to a distant time. ^ The descnpttone are masterl^r, the 
characters distinct, the interest unflagging. We may add that the period is 
one of those which may be said to be. comparatively unworked.' — Month. 

'A volume of very great interest and very great utility. As a story it is 
sure to give much delight, while, as a stoiy founded on historical fact, it will 
benefit all by its very able reproduction of very momentous scenes. . . . The 
book is excellent. If we are to have a literature of fiction at all, we hope it 
will include many like volumes.' — Dublin, Review. 

* Although a work of fiction, it is historically correct,^ and the author 
portrays wiUigVeat skill the manners and customs of the times of which he 
professes to give a description. In reading this charming tale we seem to 
DC taken by the hand by the writer, and made to assist at the scenes which 
he describes.'— 7Vi3/;r/. 

'The author of this most interesting tale has hit the happy medium be- 
tween a display of antiquarian knowledge and a mere reproduction in distant 
ages of commonplace modem habits of thought. The descriptions are ex- 
cellent, the characters well drawn, and the subject itself is very attractive, 
besides having the advantage of not having been written threadbare.' — 
Westminster Gazette. 

* The tale is excessively interesting, the language appropriate to the time 
and rank of the characters^ the style flowing and easy, and the narrative 
leads one on and on until it becomes a very difficult matter to lay the book 
down until it is finished. ... It is a valuable addition to Cathohc fictional 
literature.'— CaM<7/tt: Times. 

* A very pretty historico-ecclesiastical novel of the times of Chlovis. It 
i full of incident, and is very pleasant reading.'— ZrzV^rrtry Churchman, 

The Life of Dona Luisa de Carvajal. By 

Lady Georgiana FuLLERTON. 6j. (Seep. 5.) 

The Life of the Blessed John Berchmans. 

By the Rev. Francis Goldie, S.J. 6j. 

' A complete and life-like picture, and we are glad to be able to congratu- 
late Father Goldie on his success.' — Tablet, 

* Drawn up with a vigour and freedom which show great power of bio- 
graphical yrnlmg.'— Dublin Review. 

* One of the most interesting of all* — Weekly Register. 

* Unhesitatbgly we say that it is the very best Life of Blessed John 
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Berchmans, and as such it will take rank with religious luographies of the 
highest merit.'— Ctf/*tf/ttr Times, 

* Is of great literary merit, the style being marked by elegance and a 
complete absence of redundancy.' — Cork Examiner. 

* This delightful and edifying volume is of the deepest interest The 
perusal will afford both pleasure and profit.' —Church Herald. 

The Life of the Blessed Peter Favre, of the 

Society of Jesus, First Companion of St. Ignatius Loyola. 
From the Italian of Father Giuseppe Boero, of the same 
Society. With Preface by the Rev. H. J. Coleridge. 

This Life has been written on the occasion of the beati- 
fication of the Ven. Peter Favre, and contains the Memoriale 
or record of his private thoughts and meditations, written 
by himself. 
'At once a book of spiritual reading, and also an interesting historical 
narrative. The Memoriale^ or Spiritual Diary ^ is here translated at full 
length, and is the most precious p<nrtion of one of the most valuable biogra- 
phies we Idtow.' — Tablet. 

' A perfect picture drawn from the life, admirably and succinctly told. 
The Memoriale will be found one of the most admirable epitomes of sound 
devotional reading.' — Weekly Register. 

* The Memoriale is hardly excelled in interest by anything of the kind 
now extant.' — Catholic Times. 

* Full of interest, instruction, and example.' — Cork Exami/ier. 

* One of the most interesting to the general reader of the entire series up 
to this time.* — Nation. 

* This wonderful diary, the Memoriale, has never been published before, 
and we are much mistaken if it does not become a cherished possession to 
thoughtful Catholics.'— Jftfw///, 

The Dialogues of St. Gregory the Great. 

An old English version. Edited, with Preface, by the Rev. 
H. J. Coleridge, 6j. 

* The Catholic world must feel grateful to Father Coleridge for this ex- 
cellent and compendious edition. The subjects treated of possess at this 
moment a special interest. . . . The Preface by Father Coleridge is interest- 
ing and well written, and we cordially rec<Mnmend the book to the perusal 
Qi^iiV—TabUt. 

* This is a most interesting book. . . . Father Coleridge gives a very 
useful preface summarising the contents.' — Weekly Register. 

* We have seldom taken up a book in which we have become at once so 
deeply interested. It vrill suit any one ; it will teach all : it will confirm any 
who require that process ; and it will last and be read when other works are 
quite forgotten.'— Ctf/^Z/V Times, 

* Edited and published with the utmost care and the most perfect literary 
taste, this volume adds one more gem to the treasury of English Catholic 
literature.'— iV<w York Catholic World. 
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The Life of Sister Anne Catherine Emme- 
rich, Edited, with Preface, by the Rev. H. J. Coleridge: 

Holywell and its Pilgrims. By the Author 

of*Tybome.' u. 

Summer Talks about Lourdes. By Miss 

Caddell. Qoth, ij. ed. 

Blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque : a brief 

and popular Account of her Life; to which are added 
Selections from some of her Sayings, and the Decree of her 
Beatification. By the Rev. Charles B. Garside, M.A. 

A Comparison between the History of the 

.Church and the Prophecies of the Apocalypse. -Translated 
from the German by Edwin de Lisle, is. 



CATHOLIC-TRUTH TRACTS. 
New Issues. 

Manchester Dialogues. First Series. By the 

Rev. Fr. Harper, S.J. 

No. I. The Pilgrimage. 

II. Are Miiades going on still ? 
, III. Popish Miracles tested by the Bible. 
IV. Bopish Miracles. 

V. Liquefaction of the Blood of St. Januarius. 
\U 'Blteiing Nuife' and "Winking Madonnas.' 
VII. Are Miradkf physically possible ? 
VIII. Are Miraclfs moralljpQSnble? 

Price of each %s, per loc^ 25 for is. ; Uso 25 of the above 
assorted for is. Also the whble Series complete in neat Wrap- 
per, ed. 

Specimen Packet of General Series, containing 100 assorted, 

IS, ed. 



